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PREFACE. 



The want of a Guide such as the one here 
presented to the Travelling Public, has been so 
long felt and so generally acknowledged, that 
an apology for the present work would be an 
impeachment of the judgment of the intelligent 
Tourist. 

This work, although more particularly designed 
for the use of travellers, will be found of great 
service to the public generally, for few of the 
inhabitants know where to see the sights in 
the city, nor how to see them. 

The materials for this publication have been 
collected with great care, and here "the writer 
wishes it distinctly understood, that he has not 
hesitated to gather his materials wherever he 
could find them, availing himself in the freest 



2 PREFACE. 

manner, not only of the researches of others, 
but even of their very language, whenever it 
happened to suit his purpose." 

He also takes occasion to expre^ his acknowl- 
edgments to Mr. H. W. Puller, of Boston, 
Mr. W. A. Crafts, of Roxbury, and Mr. Wm. 
F. Poole, the Librarian of the Boston Athenaeum, 
for copious materials furnished by them. 

This little volume is not intended as a 
history, nor as an index to the many public 
institutions, for which this city is so famous, 
but as a guide to those sights that are par- 
ticularly deserving the attention of citizens and 
strangers. 

We have adhered as rigidly as possible to 
a direct route, describing each object in order 
as it is reached, and classing them according 
to subjects in the index. 

Boston, August 22, 1856. 
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BOSTON SIGHTS. 



CHAPTER I. 

DOOS-BQUARS. OLD SOTIBB BOnOR BTOn. 





Tou are a stranger m 
Boston, and deuroos of 
yisiting the prioNpsl 
objects of intereat in the 
" Oixt OF NoTKBre." 
This littlo book u in- 
traded to be a Onide, 
not a Bistoi; j therefbrs 
' into anj detuls j^spooting the rise 
ud ptogram of Boatoa. If jm, ^lun i»:^mu^ tS. "^a^ 



2 IIO0ION SIGHTS. 

bat are desiroiu of such informalion, prooure Drake'ft 
History, published by Stevens, Wasbington-street, and in 
it you will find all you require. 

We will, then, suppose you have arriyed in Boston, and 
that, having located yourself at one of its many spacious 
hotels, you have commenced your tour of the city. It is 
al?rays well to have some defined point to start from, and 
fiherefi)re we will select Dock-square as the scene of our 
first exploration. 

DooB-flQUABS.— -It IB Bot 9k squoTe iioWf in the pleasant 
acceptation of the word, thou^ probably *' once upon a 
time " it was. Very long ago grass might have grown 
there, and trees flourished, and birds smq^ and no dock 
ever have bMi dxogmed o£ Only a prowlipg Indiaos 
in seardi of a sqoaw or a soalp, mij^t have been seen in 
the vicinity, and all ezcitem^t have been ocmfined to a 
palaver around the counml-fire. But a truce to the past ; 
it is Dock-square, and nothing else, now. 

And, in Heu of groves or glades, we have a busy, open 
space, with labyrinthine thorou^ifiaeB leadinig into and out 
of it. Bustling, anxioia»>&oed men are In 1)6 seen there 
at all hours of the day, rushing hither and thither, intent 
on dollars and dimes. House and hotel keepers pay 
flying visits to the nkarket dose hy ; vintors from all part9 
of the StatdB look ouriooily at tlie ^ Oradle of Liberty ; *^ 
omnibuses rfi/ik along, distraoting pmllel pedestrians; 



maiket-outs, laden iriUi oountr; prodooe, atand ni^ 
Knmded bj dMiers, woA sreiTtliiiig is full of li& ukl 
animation. Looking oalmty down upon and orer- 
diadowing thia aome of oommerdal a«tirit;, is a hnga 
atrootan^-nineail Hall. Of it ws Aall preaentl; 
i^eak. At pnaant let na direct our glanoe to— arti» 
tieall; i^eakiBg— a " bit" of Old Boston. 




Old Hoon. — nwre it itaada at tlie ooner of Nortb 
mm! Huket rtreala, dingy, qn^nt, tune-battered, many- 
0Aled.batpiotanaqae,fi>ralltba£ llie; aajr it was built ' 



in the je«r 1680, soon after the great fire pf 1679. The 
peaks of the roof remain precisely as tbej were first 
erected, the frame and external appearance never haying 
been altered. The timber used in the building was prin^ 
cipallj oak, and, where it has been kept dry, is perfectly 
sound, and intensely hard. The outside is covered with 
plastering, or what is commonly cpiUed rou^-cast. Bui 
instead of pebbles, which are generally used at the present 
day to make a hard surface on the mortar, broken glass 
was used. This glass appears like that of common junk- 
bottles, broken into pieces of about half an inch diameter, 
the sharp comers of which penetrate the cement in such a 
manner that this great lapse of years has had no percKep. 
tible e£fect upon them. The figures 1680 were impressed 
into the rough-cast to show the year of its erection, 
and are now perfectly legiblew This surface was also 
variegated with ornamental squares, diamonds, and flowers- 
de-Iuce. The building is only two stories high, and is 
about thirty-twQ feet long abd seventeen wide ; yet tra- 
dition informs us that it was once the residence of two 
respectable famniefW;a||ji|;ihafi9n^ part wv the same 
time occupied for two shops, or stores. 

Before long, periiaps, the giant Progress may, in his 
march of improvement^ tread down, this Ancient .dwelling 
and where the sunshine and the moonli^t glimmered on, 
its dim windows for yeans, great granite, unpicturesque 
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wftiehoufies mfty rise and throw grim oommeraal shadows 
oyer the thoroughfare. But we have aa antiqnarian'a 
desire that it may remain, if only as a memorial of the 
early days of Boston. Its Tery cUnginess is delightful. 
From the uf^er windows^ just beneath those peaked roofe, 
some genUoman of the olden days might, *< once upon a 
time," have looked upon hte little ones sporting among 
the daisies of his garden Vii^r scmie pretty maiden have 
WBt(died its lozenge-shaped panes flafi&iilg back the mo<»i- 
beams as the sannte^ home with h^ loVer frdm their 
evening walk in the mall on Boston OomnHm; for as early" 
as 1646 that now uurivalted promenade was so calt^. ^ 
¥ew eare about the old North-street house, now*a-days. 
In neglect and decay, iV is eelipsed by its modern neigh- 
bors. Oareless and oareM Mk alike huny by it ; but 
oecasioDally children lift up their little, wondering eyes to 
the strange habitation. And to them it is indeed strange; 
they are so used to newness and novelty, that they can 
scarcely comprehend antiquity. * To many a youthful 
mind an old^steihioiied house raises ideks of spectral ladies 
and ^gentlemen walking up and down impossible stairs, or 
gliding through dreary i^ooms, or of ghostly individuals 
lofidlyelankiiig inVimble chains; butiiat theii^i^'of Ihis 
old dw^ling <^' North-street sueh dismal ideas are rapidly 
pal to ffi^ by furs hanging otit of the windows, and 
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▼arious artiolee for sale in the stores beneath. Saper« 
station jOies before << Sales fi>r Gash ! " 

. Boston Stonb, a sketdi of which forms the vignette 
illustration of this diapter, was found in the cellar of a 
house in Marshall-street. A resident in the neighborhood 
sajs it was a paint-mill, the ball being what painters now 
call the muller. The paint was placed in the cavity of a 
flat stone, and there ground with oil by the ball. Other 
explanations i|s to the origin and uses of this Boston 
Stone are afloat, but it is needless to repeat them here. 
The stone itseli^ however, is worthy of inspection, and 
dbserves, perhaps, an antiquarian immwtality. 

Dr. J. Y. C. Smith, in his "Ancient and Modem 
Boston," published in the Baton Almanac for 1853, says : 
^ There are reminiscences connected with the growth of 
Boston that deserve to be kept in remembrance. For 
example, where the Maine Station House, in Haymarket- 
square, stands, there was an open canal but a few years 
ago, and the line of the track is over the oourse of it to 
the water. Where Oaosewayrstreet is, there was formerly 
a wall from Lowell-street, rqnning north-easterly to rear 
of Charlestown old bridge, Cjilled the Causeway, making a 
pond of many acres, between Prince and Pitts streets. 
Many aged, persons are in the habit of calling all that 
region between Merrimao and Prince streets, to this day, 
the Mill Pond. A remnant of the last tide-mill is still 
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believed to exist on the east side of Charlestown-street, in 
the form of a stable. AU of that latge tract of land 
known technically as the South Gore was actaallj a body 
of water, ooyering an area of seventy-two acres, within 
the recollection of those not £ir removed from childhood. 
The Neck may truly be said to be nearly all artifidaL 
Where the wide street runs to Boxbury, wasm mere 
ridge, scarcely removed from the reach of high tides, at the 
period of the Revolution. By building the Boston and 
Boxbury Mill-dam, the whole of the back bay, between 
Washington-street and the wall, wias reclaimed fix>m 
Charles river and t£e ocean. 

** Whole streets have been detached from the domain of 
Neptune, as India, Broad, Oommercial, Brighton, nearly 
the whole of Charles, Fbyette, and several more that are 
now at considerable distance from the water. At East 
Boston very large additions to the territory have been 
made within a few years. All the idiarves, by whidi 
Boston is nearly surrounded, are certainly artificial works, 
of immense cost, but esteemed excellent and productive 
piiroperty. It is not improbable that men are now living 
who remember to'liave seei^the bowsprit of vessels pro- 
jecting into Liberty-oqtarel" 

Boston is styled the Athens of America. It should 

have been the State, In Boston the iHnncely merchant's 

•„ .'". ' 

warehouse presents the appearance of a palace, massive 



and grand. Ss oonntiDg-room is B. pisture of opnlenoe, 
^ttcjoos and beantifiil ; Lis ware-roomi are crowded with 
the prodacts of nuuiu&ctnre. UasuTe buildio^p of 
graniU, all presenting tlie neatest and brightest appear- 
anoe, ererywfaere meet t^ eye. Along the wharres 
immense ranges of irarehonaes extend the vhola lenglii, 
at vbick the finest ships are discharging thut ibreign 
oa^oes. Again, enciroling her " Conunon," rise in beao- 
teons outlines apadoos manBions, having the appearanoe 
of palaces, and presaating a scene of quiet beaut;, 
uusurpassed by anything in the world; tliey are ths 
residences of her merchant piioMs. !Die whole soene is 
clothed in neatness, r^uluity, and good oider ; there is a 
cbaraoteristio qnletoen about it which the people of Uaa- 
saehasetts ban made their owa. Her public men are far- 
seeiqg, discreet, and digBifi«i ; and when they moYO it is to 
some poi^ose. Her iiMnhmts are oautions, eyrtema^ in 
tlteir busiaea tramaotioBS, ready to adTanee is thor 
propw tioM^ and dirtingaiAed ftmu ifaat reaktenueas- 
iriuch tesfcs ike New Yorker. 




CHAPTER II. 



FAKEint aUX. — FANEDIL HALL HABKET. — CUSTOM 
HOtlSK. — BXCHAnaB. — OLD STATE HODSB. 



i>*HU •■'■"' •»• 




We must not leave diifi neighborhood jat, for tlie Old 
HoQBe we have jnst been describing is not the only object 
of interest hereabont. ^ere is another noticeable build- 
ing — second, indeed, in interest to no other in Boston. 



• 



10 BOSTON SIGHTS. 

It is Faneuil Hall, or, as it is patrioticallj and metar 
phorically termed, " The Cradle of American Liberty^* 
Not to Boston alone, but to the entire country does it 
seem to belong ; for in the annals of America it holds a 
foremost and most honorable position. Within its walls 
some of the finest specimens of American eloquence that 
have been heard fixua the days of Washington to those 
of Webster were delivered. When despotism threatened 
the colonies of George the Third, the first tones of defi- 
ance were uttered in Faneuil Hall. Liberty held there 
her high court, and from thence issued decrees a thousand 
times more potent than a king's proclamation or a czar's 
ukase. What wonder, then, that from far and near come 
admiring visitors to it, or that Boston should be proud of 
its possession ? 

Years ago thero Emd in Boston a merchant whose 
name was Peter FaaoniL He it was who immortalized 
his name by the g^ of the buQ^ng to the town of Bos- 
ton, fi>r a town hall and mark^ plaoo* ^ was the best 
monument to his m^oioxy that he coold possibly have 
devised. Faneuil Hall is a large, many-windowed stmo- 
ture, of- no particular order of airchitecture, surmounted 
by a cupola. The great hall to which you ascend (for 
the lower story is not a market now, but is divided into 
stores) is seventy-six feet square, ai^ twenty-eight high ; 
round three sides runs a gallery, and Doric pillars sup« 



rAKBniL <fl£ix.'' 



HI 



prat tbfl ceiUng- At the imt end dm seVeMl paintings 
-^one flf FMer Faneoil iniiill'leugtli; another of Was^ 
ington hy Stoart; and thero has reeentl^ been ftdded' 
Heale^'a pictdre of Websta making hia c^brated speech- 
in reply to Hayne. . 

Orer tbe great haU is ano&er, where mffitary e^)|>- 
m^ds are kept; and tiiem are alio Tarions offices fbri 



I«amg Faneail SaA'at its eaatem end, and ortssing 




Moriiant^ Bov, W6 ainTe at the enfnmoe of PAKBTnt 
Uall Mixm. It b rSBtii taalwe ofbliie Qotni^ 



12 BOSTON BIGHTS* 

granite, with arched windows and doors communicating 
with cellars. The length of the Market is five hundred 
and eighty-five feet nine inches^ the width fiflj feet, and 
bailt entirely of granite. In the centre is a building 
seventy-four and a half by fifly-five feet, with projecting 
north and south fronts* At each enid of the building are 
porticos. Over the. Market pipper is a second story, in 
the centre of which is a hall seventy feet by fifty, crowned 
by a dome, and named Quincy Hall^ after Josiah Quincy, 
former mayor of the city, and is but a fitting monument 
of his genius. This hall and Faneuil Hall are united by 
a bridge thrown across the street once in three years, and 
in them the Massachusetts Mechanics' Charitable Associa- 
tion holds its fair. 

The principal entrances to the corridor, where the mar- 
ket is held, are from the eastern and western porticos. 
The corridor itself is eight hundred and twelve feet long 
by twelve wide. This space is divided into stalls, where 
various articles of provisions are always on sale. There 
are fourteen departments for mutton, lamb, veal, and 
poultry ; two for poultry and venison ; nineteen fi>r pork, 
lamb, mutton, and poultry; Ibrty^ve for beef; four for 
butter and cheese; nineteen for vegetables; and twenty 
for fish. Besides these, the visitor will, as he strolls from 
stall to stall, perceive, many vfuneties of creature comfort; 
and in one plac^^^ he wiU ,b^ x^hiarmed with, the melody of 
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biids offered for sale in cages, and his ol&ctories may be 
Regaled by odors from oovntless bouquets. 

Faneuil Hall Market was commenced on the 30th of 
Angost, 1824 Beneath the ccMmer stone was deposited 
SI plate bearing the following inscription : — - 

^Faneuil Hall Market, established by the city of 
Boston. This stone was laid April 27, Anno Domini 
Mdcccxxv., in the forty-ninth year of American Inde- 
pendence, and in the third of the incorporation of the 
atj* John Quincy Adams, President of the United 
States. Marcus Morton, Lt. Governor and Conunander- 
inrChief of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The 
population of the city estimated at 50^00 ; that of the 
United States, lljOOOjOOO." 

The Market is situated between North and South Mar- 
ket Streets^ in each of which business of various^ kinds, to 
immense amounts, is transacted* 

Leaving the. Market, a few steps through Commercial 
Street bring us to the United States Custom House. 
It is an imposing edifice, standing at the head of the dock 
between Long and Central Wharves, at the foot of State 
Street It is in the fi>rm of a Greek cross, the opposite 
aides and ends being alike. It is one hundred and forty 
feet long, north and south, seventy-five feet wide at th^ 
^ds, and ninety-five feet through the centre. It is sur^ 
aounted by a flat dome, which is ninety-five feet firom 

« 

8 
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BQsroir sioars.. 



the floor, and is built in the pore Doric order of arcUtec 
ture. Each frmt lias a porttoo of six fluted Doric coV 
oniDB, tliirlf4wo feet in bught, and Ave feet four incbee in 
diameter, and is iq)proached hy fourteen stepi. The od- 
umna are in one pece of b^hl^-^wzou^ granite, and each 
weig^ f(>T^>two tona. 




The Cdstou House ia built on three thousand piles, 
driven in the nxet Ihorou^ manner. Immedtatelj on the 
ttip of these piles is a platform of granite, one foot si* 
inches thick, lud in h7drauUc cement, and upon it the 
foundations of the walla were commenced. 
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« 

The roof of. the building is covered with wrou^t gran- 
ite tile, and the intersection of the cross is surmounted by 
a dome terminating in a skylight twenty-five feet in diam- 
eter. The dome iS; also covered with granite tile. 

The; cellar,- ^R^hidi is ten feet six inches high to the 
crown of the arches, is principally used for the storage of 
goods, which are conveyed to it through the basement 
story. 

The principal ingress to the entrance story is through 
the porticos. This story contains apartments and offices 
for the assistant treasurer, the weighers and gaugers, the 
measurers, inspectors, markers, superintendent of build- 
ing, &c In the centre is a large vestibule, irom which 
two broad flights of steps lead to the principal story, land- 
ing in two smaller vestibules therein, lighted by skyli^ts 
in the rodf ; and these vestibules communicate with all the 
apartments in this story* The several rooms are for the 
collectcMT, assistant collector,, naval (^oer, surveyor, public 
storekeeper, their deputies and clerks. The grand cross- 
shaped rotunda, for the general business of the collector's 
department, in the centre of this story, is finished in the 
Qredaa Cormthian order. It is sixty-three feet in its 
greatest lenigth, fifty-nine feet wide, and sixty-two feet 
high to the skylight 

The ceiling is supported by twelve columns of mar- 
ble, three feet in diameter and twenty •t&si!& ^«j^ \\v\£sssg^ 
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vrith hl^j-moaglit oapttab; the craling il ornamented 
in a neat and chaale manner, and the skyti^ is filled 
with atoned glasa. 

The building wu emnmenoed in 16S7, and entirely 
completed in 164S. It has ooat about $l^fl,00<^ indnd- 
ing the site, fimndatitaa, dec. 




Paaeii^ np Stat« Street; we soon reach Tbb Bxchaitge. 
It is a splendid building, irxxiting on State Street. The 
comer stone was liud August 2, 1S41 ; the building com- 
pleted 1812, and cost, exclueiTe of land, $175,000. The 
vidthon State Street is aev«itf-uxfte^ the b^^seven^ 



TBE H^CHJlSGIL. 



17 



fe^ the depth two hnndred tmd &Hy feel, and it coven 
thirteen thoasand feet of laud. 

The &(Ktt is of Quincy granite, and has six columns, 
each &}Tty-&ve feet in height, and weighing flfty-flve tone. 
The staircases are of iron and stone, and the entire build* 
ing is fire-proof The fivint is occupied hy banks, ineur-* 
anee and odier oflices, and the rear is a hotel, while at the 
top is a telegraph station. There are three entrances, 
one on State, one oa Congress, and one on Lindall Street. 




The Merchants' Ezghaitge is up staire, and is a 
magnificent hall, eighty feet by fifly-eight feet, liaving its 
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odfing sopporfed I17 ei^iteen imitatkm Sieima maiMe 
oolumiiSy with Corinthiaii oqiitals. There Is a grand 
dome oyerhead, filled with stained glass. Here news- 
pi^rs from an parts of the waM are recdved, read, and 
filed. A saperintendent, r^istarar, news ec^ector, boat- 
men, messengers, dec, are attached to the room, and are 
in attendance firom seven o'clock in the morning nntil ten 
at night. Vessels arriving are immediately registered, as 
well as shipping news telegraphed from distant ports. 
Clearances, invoices per railroad, ships, &c., are all en- 
tered, with the name of the consignee, on books kept for 
the purpose. Sales of stocks, cotton, &C., are also re^s- 
tered. Merchants, ringlj, are admitted to all the privi- 
leges of the room for eight dollars a jear ; firms of two 
persons, ten dollars, &c These are called subscribers, 
and have the privil<^ of introducing strangers, whose 
names having been registered in a hock kept for that pur- 
pose, are allowed to visit the room and read the papers 
during their stay in the city. The board of brokers have 
their rooms in the Eacchange ; and other portions of it are 
used for banking offices, brokers' offices, railroad offices, &c. 
The architectural beauty of the building, and the chaste 
but elaborate workmanship of its rotunda, are alone worth 
a visit 

The centre of the basement story is. occupied by the 
Post Office, where there is a general delivery, a box 
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deUveiy, a ladies' deliyery, and a newspaper deliyery, 
besides telegraph and bank oStces. 

On Change are anxious men, during banking hours, as 
ever met to buy stocks, sell shares, lend money, or nego- 
tiate loans. From the stone steps of the Post Office to the 
Old State House the crowd extends ; and eren a strange 
eye may soon detect the shrewd curbstone broker, balancing 
himself with a tilting motion at the edge of the pavement, 
or the anxious borrower, as he eagerly claims friendship 
with those whose acquaintance he will want to disown a 
few moments later ; while in the centre a speckled cow, 
&tted pig, or evergreen tree invites the attention of those 
not otherwise engaged; while overlooking all, with a 
grave and knowing look, stands the Old State House, 
at the head of State Street, having one front on Washing- 
ton Street It retidns to the present day many of the 
architectural peculiarities of the period when it was built, 
especially that part looking towards the harbor. On its 
summit are signal staffs, where are displayed the flags of 
different merchants when their ships are approaching the 
city, and a modem clock decorates State Street end. 
The lower story is now converted into stores and lawyers' 
and editors' offices ; and where the General Court of the 
Province <^ Massachusetts used to be holden, gentlemen 
are suited with legal measures, or are measured for panta- 
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loons — lawyers and tailors pursuing their seYeral Toca- 
tiona beneath' the Old Slate House roof. 

Fanning the old house with their cuntinuous fluttering 
(but still depending mi it for support,) float the beaateoas 
flags (rf different dtuly papers ; and oa they curl lazily up, 
seem plainly to say, " We show the condition of the world 




abroad and at home. Xot a steamer arrives but we herald 
the news." And then, as the folds roll out with an indig- 
nant flap, they seem to flirt out that the last news &om 
Kansas or Washington was not to their liking ; then they 
8t4^, and leave va to search in the pa{)ers th^ severally 
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represent for particulars ; and it is no easy job to make a 
selection, for there is the Journal, Atlas, Bee, Ledger, and 
Chronicle close at hand, and the Traveller, Transcript, 
Advertiser, Post, Herald, and I know not how many 
others, whose shadows do not &11 on the hundred-year-old 
windows of the Old State House. 



I nftut-^tv •lit 




CHAPTER HI. 

OLD SOUTH CHURCH. — BIRTHPLACE OP PRANKLIN. — 

crrr hall. — court house. — stone chapel. — 
ceketbbt. 

The Old South Church stands on Washington 
Street, not fiur from the Old State House. So much his- 
lorieal interest is attached to this time-honored buildmg 
thali we must be pardoned if we are rather minute in our 
notice of it,- for which we. are mdebted to a sketch in 
Gleason's (now Ballou's) Pictorial. 
. During the first of the seven years' war, a church of 
this then town of Boston of ten thousand inhabitants, thai 
extemallj appeared much as it now does, internally pre- 
sented a strange scene. The sanctuary was profknely 
eonyerted into a riding school for Burgojne's cayahy. 
The pulpit and the pews, tJl hallowed by devotion, had 
been taken out to light the fires of our enemies, the library 
of the good pastor being used for kindlings. Hundreds 
of loads of dirt and gravel were carted into the church, 
that it might better answer the strange use to which it yf^ 

put. A box was suspended four feet from the floor, over 

(23) 
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wWcli fierce horses, driven by furious riders, leaped. The 
galleries were occupied, not, as now, by those who fireely 
heard the word of God, but by spectators of the games 
below, and by those who sold liquors and refreshments, not 
having a reverence for the sanctuary, nor the fear of the 
Maine Law before their eyes. The Old South Church, 
as every body knows, was the centre of this dissipation; a 
church that has been intimately connected with the history 
of Boston from an early period. At the time alluded to, 
Mr. Blackstone's farm was converted into the town of 
Boston, containing '^ about two thousand dwelling houses, 
mostly of wood, with scarce any public buildings, but 
ieight or nine churches,^the Old State House, and Faneuil 
HaH.** The Old South Church, like the First Church; 
and the first Baptist, was organized in Charlestown by 
seceders from the First jChurch, who were disaffected with 
a call extended to Rev. John Davenport. The first meet- 
ing house was erected on the spot where the present one 
stands, comer of Washington and Milk Streets. The site 
was the gift of Mrs. Nortoto, widow of Rev. John Norton, 
who was pastor of the First Church. The first house waS 
erected soon after the church was gathered, in 1669. It 
was built of wood, with a spfre and square pews. The 
first pastor was Rev. Thomas Thatcher, an eminent divine, 
a native of Salisbury, England. Besides being an emi- 
nent theologian he was a physician, and published the first 
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medical tract that ever was issued ip Mas3adbLasett^ His 

successors were WiUard, the eminent divine, Pemb,ei;ton^ 

the eloquent puipit orator, Sewall, who was known m 

"good Dr. SewaU/' who was pastor of the church for fifly 

years, and when liis health &iled, near the close ,of his 

life, was carried into, the pul^il, and instructed the people 

from Sabbath to Sabbath; Prince^ &e able dime and 

learned scholar, Gumming, Blair^ Bacon, Hun^ Eckley^ 

Huntington^ the £fst 3ole pastor^ the devoted Wlsner^ the 

g^d and ^bortnlived Steams^ and Bls^den, who nbif 

ministers to this ancient church — Meen in all. 

The present Old South Church is a substantial structure 

of brick, of a style of architecture that is chaste and be- 

cpmiag, though not uncommon. Jt stands as it has stood 

for more than a centurjr — it having been erected in the 

year 17SQ. The last sermon was preached in the old 

house March 2, 1729. The next day it was taken down, 

wihen it was found to be so much decayed that it was 

thcHight the congregation, the day befoire, had "a very 

gicacious preservation." A curious pl^ of the Ipwex floor 

of tl^ present house is before us, under the hfi^^ ^ jpR^ 

oj^j^foyrer florein ye Metting House,** evidently dra^ 

0Ojf^ joj^ the buildipg was finished and the pews sol^* 

F^i;^)?!)^ plan it appears that the house is eighty-^si^t 

fe^liy .9i3;ty-one, and that it is substantially now as it was 

at^^'heii^pniung. Formerly there was a high elders* ^eat 

3 
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Erectly in front of the pulpit, and a deacons* seat nearly 
as high. Several of the best pews in the house, aecord- 
ing to the custom of the time, were devoted to the accom- 
modation of the aged — a custom that has become obso- 
lete. In this plan the names of the pew holders are 
given, embracing some of the noblest names of the time, 
such as Gk>vemor Belcher, Franklin, Bromfield, Brattle, 
Winslow, Cotton, Eliot, &c. The following church record 
will assist the reader in understanding the disposition of 
the congregation in the new edifice. ".At a meeting of 
the South Church, in their bnck meeting house, August 5, 
1730, Voted, That the deacons be desired to procure some 
suitable person to take the oversight of the children and 
servants in the galleries, and take care that good order be 
maintained in time of divine worship ; and that a suffi- 
cient reward be allowed for the encouragement of such a 
person." 

The Old South Church is a noble structure, situated 
now in the very heart of the city, though, as its name indi- 
cates, at the beginning at its southern extremity. It is sur- 
mounted by one of the loftiest spires in the city. Its bell 
is large and fine toned, and more eyes are upturned to its 
clock daily, we venture to say, than to any other timekeeper 
in New England. Indeed, it is to New England, as to tho 
hours, what Boston is as to business* The house is very 
capacious, and, with its two galleries, will seat, perhaps^ 
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more than anj other chiirch m the city. The pulpit is 
very high for these times, and is overshadowed by a sound- 
ing board that makes little children fear for the head of 
the minister. This pulpit is the second in the present 
house, the first one being what was styled a " tub " pulpit. 
The pews, though built not afler the modem style, are all 
the more comfortable ; and it would seem that the owners 
never thought of the fact that the land beneath them was 
worth thirty dollars the square foot. 

Considerable, interest clusters around the Old South 
Church, or " The Sanctuary of Freedom," as it has been 
termed, from the patriotic assemblages that were gathered 
within its walls just previous to the outbreak of the revo- 
lution. In this church Franklin worshipped and was bap- 
tized. Here that prince of preachers, Whitefield, lifted 
up his voice like a trumpet. In this temple " our enemies 
in war and our friends in peace " did that which for a mo- 
ment saddens our interest. Within these walls the elec- 
tion sermons have been delivered annually before "the 
powers that be," and multitudes have been educated for 
the church triumphant in heaven. To the Bostonian, the 
very name of the " Old South " brings back childish recol- 
lections and happy early associations. Before the city had 
so grown as to extend almost ovt of town^ this was a sort 
of landmark in the designating of distances ; any given 
locality was about so far from the " Old South," this or 



4bat aide of Ihe << (Ud South," &c. Indeed, &e ^^fek 4s 
not onlj a sort of landmark as re^w?ds the }>eariogs i^rcnir 
harbor, as conssid^Fed by the pilots, but is also a jpoint ^ 
departure, bo :to ispeak, mi the laud itself. There a^ few 
Qotahle localities in 4he city q£ not^cms better ^owu tkfup. 
is this yegoerable and revered jHle, and the site it •ooci^piies 
— a ^ent remei^braacer of .^oen^ and evicts a^soqiat^ 
vith aU that is dear to Ameri<ws. 

There is a library connected with ^lus diuiy^h* tfiHt wm 
J>eqaeathed hj Bev. Thomas Prince. It is a {^!ie<jious 
xxOlection, contahung many standard works in church bi9- 
(tory, biblical literature, valuable pamphlets, and ma^u- 
^cnypts. For neaiiy one hundred years this has been 4}^ 
pubdiq library of that church, and accessible to any ,pe^- 
^n deskous of using it for literary purposes. 

The Bxbthplace of Frankun was where Ae *ldo(^ 
s>£ stores now stands that bear the inscription. -On th«(t 
j&pot, under the very shadow of the Old South's tall spir^ 
the 'printer, the legislator, the philosopher^ the immortal 
franklin, was horn* 

Passing fi^m Washington to Tremoat Street, the Tiski^ 
yvaJl perceive on his right hand a large gray stone building, 
injroQt of wiiidi^are grounds .ta^te&Hy Md out with tseoa 
and beds ^of flow^^r^ and enclosed .by an iron fence. TUs 
is ihe CiTT Halju, Jt .stands between Court Square and 
Schod Street, d&onting ,on the iatter. Here meetings if 
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die Coaacil are Itdd ; and liere ma;' be feund the offices 
of th& CUef-of-pdice and manj of the dric ionctjoiiaries. 




The Board of aldermen meet in the main room every 
Mosdaj aitemooa, and the sittings of the common eoundll 
me held on l^ursdaj eVenings. 

K^eor the Qtjr Hall, ajod in its rear, is the New Cocrt 
HoDSB. It stamda in Court Sqoare, and has a sedate, 
sober appearaoce^ being destitate of ornament of any kind. 
lis form is that t£ a paraUelogram, one hundred and 
BCTenty-flix feet in length by fifty-four feet in breadth. It 
is fiffy-eeren feet ia hei^t, and conBists of a basement and 
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three stories. At each end is a' fine portico of the Doric 
order, supported by four columns of fluted granite. There 
is not much to attract attention within, it being merely 
plain and substantial. An entrance haU traverses the 
entire length of the building, communicating with the por- 
ticos and side doors. Stone staircases, branching off fi*om 
this corridor,, lead to the various court rooms. On the first 
floor are the Justices' Courts, Court of Insolvency, and the 
offices of the clerks of the diflerent courts. 

The Supreme Judicial Court sits for the hearing of 
legal arguments on the flrst Tuesday of March, and the 
term for the trial of jury causes commences on the seventh 
Tuesday next after the fourth Tuesday of September. 
The Common Pleas Court for the county of Suffolk is 
held in the court room in the third story on the first Tues- 
day of January, April, July, and October ; and the Mu- 
nicipal Court, of which the justices of the Common Fleas 
are ex officio judges, is held in the room appropriated for 
that purpose on the first Monday of every month. The 
Police Court is busied every day in the trial of criminal 
offenders, and also sits every Wednesday and Saturday as 
a Justices* Court for determining civil causes under twenty 
dollars. The Social Law Library room, on the second 
floor, is a comfortable and well-lighted apartment, and 
contains a good selection of juridical text books, including 
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imters in general law, and tlie EngHsh and American 
Reports. 

In the basement are cells for the temporary accommo- 
dation of prisoners; and at the side door opposite the 
the Bailroad Exchange maj be seen every morning, about 
nine o'clock, the jail van discharging its load of prisoners 
for examination. To one fond of seeing human nature in 
all it& phases, an hour in the Police Court any morning 
will not be thrown away. 

Nearly opposite the City Hall stands Horticultural 
Hall, a neat stone edifice ; up stairs is the hall, which is 
lofly, large, and beautifuL It is used for horticultural, 
panoramic, and other exhibitions. 

Chapman Hall is directly in the rear, with an en- 
trance on Chapman Place. These rooms also are light 
and airy. Stone Chapel stands at the comer of School 
and Tremont Streets. It was built in 1750, and is a plain, 
substantial structure. The comer stone was laid by Gov- 
ernor Shirley. The Cemetery adjoining (from the pre- 
cious dust it holds) should be forever revered by native 
and stranger. Johnson, the ^ Father of Boston," as he 
has been termed, according. to his wish was buried here; 
and the people evinced their affection for him by ordering 
their bodies to be buried near him ; and this was the origin 
of the first burying-place in Boston. 

The Lady Arabella, his wife, was the pride and love 



of tbe eolonjr tad. b&toriim^ ikU its ihai ihougli fheind 
were several other women of distinction who enc6untered 
^ab fbtigaed^ and dangers of those days' Mith Mdable rego^ 
hitioi^^ the deyotednessr of ihis hify -^'lafy in ^ed as wefl 
fis nian6-^t^«9 etxt^ixtom aibote 83E. 

The sentiments d her heart to hini are describedf In the 
Mowing hmgoa^ : <« Whi^ersobver your iBtiaU destine 
ii^ dryve yoli, eythfer hy the fifefiotr^ -i^altte of tire gread 
ocean, or by the many-folde and honible' dangers 6f the 
knde^y I wyl i^ttrely not leave your contptoij. There can 
BO peryll chann(^ to Ae M t6*rible, nor any kinde of 
death so crueU, that cihall ^t be mach easier ^ me to^ 
abyde than to live so farre separate from you." 

She cstiae to the Tdlderfiess, iHuzibined it by her love, 
her piety, her charities and faith^ and died ^ih the thett 
jisdrk tillage of Salem. Koi dn6 of those who had k^wh^ 
her but wept bitterly at the event. It Was ad if ali the^ 
flowed of the garden shottld hafi^ their heads at the blast- 
ing of the rose. May her ib&xtoif £sfil sweats upon ther 
hearts of wires like htt 

** AnJ ftom her ildf fa^iulpo ft tt fe d ifeidS: 
Many are the good ah^ great whose remains repose 



«s 



here ; but no diarftcter of IboM days has come down to us 
-with brighter memones than that of Governor John Win- 
throp, whoee remaina also repose in the Chapel Bdbial 
GBOdiD, in the famUj tomb| (» the north side. 




CHAPTER IV. 

THE BOSTON UUSEUU. — HISTORICAI. SOCIETT. 

pEKHAPS of all (he places of public amusement in the 
good dtj of Boaton, not one is so generaUj popular as this. 
Nor is its great success undeserved j for it ims ever been 




tbe aim of its enterprising proprietor, Hon. Moses Kim- 
ball, while providing every possible novelty for the gratifi- 
cation of the masaes, to caretiiUy exclude every thing that 
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could be in the slightest degree objectionable. Hence the 
Museum has become the great family resort, as well as 
the visitors' choicest treat 

First, for its locality. On Tremont Street, between 
Court and School Streets^ it stands^ a spacious and superb 
building, its front adorned by elegant balconies and rows 
of ground glass globes, like enormous pearls, which at 
night are luminous with gas. Three tiers of elegaatly 
arched windows admit light into the building, and we, 
reach the interior by a bold flight of stairs. 

At the summit of these stairs is an elegant ticket and 
treasurer's office, and adjoining it the entrance to the 
Grand Hall of Cabinets, which is surrounded by a 
gallery, and whose ceiling is supported by noble Corin- 
thian pillars. Around the gallery front are arranged por- 
traits of celebrated Americans. On the floor of the hall 
are statuary and superb works of art, and, arranged in 
glass casesj curiosities from all parts of the known world. 
The galleries, reached by a grand staircase, are filled with 
the rich and rare products of many a clime ; not an inch 
of space is throwii away. Ascending still higher, we find 
a superb collection of wax figures, singly and in groups ; 
and surmounting aU is an observatory, whence splendid 
panoramic views of the city^ the harbor^ and its islaodd 
may be obtained. 

The Museum Theatre is one of the most beautifully 
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decorated, beA cooBtnicted, and well managed theatres in 
the United Stnlef. The visitor there has no rowdyism to 
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fear, and nothing ever occurs, either in the audience por- 
tion or on the stage, to oQend the most fastidious. As 
good order is maintained in Mr. Kimball's theatre as in 
any drawing room ia the land. The company, loo, is 
always first rate. Some of our best actors have been 
trained on the Museum boards. But besides having s 
stock company which cannot be surpassed, " stars " of the 
first theatrical m^nitude are often engaged ; and brilliant 
spectacles, with all the accessories of superb scenery, deli- 
cious music, goi^eous costumes, banners, and other appro- 
priate f^pointments, are produced several Umes in each 
season, in all the magnificence that money and skill can 
accomplish, and are a marked feature of the place, tliat 
cannot easily be surpassed. Few persona who visit Bos- 
ton ever think of jquitting it without paying the Museum 
-a visit, for it conttuns amusement and information for all. 
The Museum building alone cost nearly a quarter of a 
million of dollars, and covers twenty thousand feet of 
land, the whole of which, with its numerous cabinets, is 
crowded with every variety of birds, quadrupeds, fish, 
reptiles, insects, shells, minerals, fossils, &c. Then there 
is the Feejee Metuuid, alluded to by Bamum, in his 
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Autobiography, together with more than -one thousand 
coatly paintiugs, among which 13 Sully's great picture of 
Wasliington crossing the Delaware, portniits by Copley, 
West, Stuart, &c In Ebort there are to be seen nearly 
five hundred thousand articles of every conceivable rare 
and curious thing of nature and art in the Museum, and 
all for the marvellously small sum of twenty-five cents. 
The theatre is open eveiy evenii^, and on Wedneiiday and 
Saturday afternoons. 




The rooms of the MAssAcnrsETTS Histokical So- 
ciety are next the Museum, in a granite building on 
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Tremont Street The librarj of the society contains 
about eight thousand tolumesy with maps, charts, and 
four hundred and fifly volumes of manuscripts. Among 
the treasures are manuscripts of the historian Hub* 
bard, of the first Governor Winthrop, eleven volumes 
of Governor Hutchinson, of Governor Jonathan Trum- 
bull, of Ckmnecticut, twenty-three volumes, and the manu- 
script of Washington's address to the officers of the 
American army. There is also a copy of Eliot's Lidian 
Bible. The portraits of persons, mostly New England 
worthies, adorn the room ; two of special value are, Rev. 
Increase Mather and Rev. John Wilson. These rooms 
contain many relics of the past ; among these are Philip's 
samp pan, an article of Indian antiquity that perhaps- 
may liave been used by Massasoit himself before it be- 
came the property of his . youngest son, the renowned 
sachem of Pokanoket ; and hpre also is Captain Church's 
sword, with which the cliief was slain. The Carver 
sword, a worthy memento of a pilgrim, speaks louder 
than words of the dangers our forefathers incurred be- 
fore a city's smoke rose from the three hills of Shaw- 
mut ; and Winslow*s chair, that tradition says ^^ was made 
in London in 1614, and brought over in the Mayflower 
by Edward Winslow," now, after many years of hard 
service^ is treasured wa a valuable heirloom* 



CHAPTER V. 

BOSTON ATHENflTU. — CLUB HOUSE. — COCHITCATB 




ToB magniflcent building for die nse of the Bostok 
Atbek^buii la situated on Beacon Street, near the State 
House. It is of Patterson freestone, and in tLc Falladian 
4* VSK\ 
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Style of architecture. It is one hundred and fourteen feet 
in length, of irregular breadth, sixty feet in height, and 
stands ten feet back from the street, the ground space in 
iront being surrounded by a balustrade with stone coping. 
The main entrance opens into a pillared and panelled 
rotunda, from which fine iron staircases conduct above. 

The Sculpture Gallery is in the first story, and is 
eighty feet in length. Its entrance is immediately oppo- 
site the front door. Here is to be found a fine collection 
of works of art in marble, and casts in plaster. Among 
them are. The Head of Satan, by Horatio Greenough; 
Little Nell, by Ball Hughes ; Orpheus, by T. G. Craw- 
ford; the Shipwrecked Mother and Child, by E. A. 
Brackett; casts of Day and Night, by Michael An- 
gelo; the original model of the statue of the Dying 
Indian, by P. Stephenson, and the First Whisper of 
Love, by W. C. Marshall, will not fail to attract the 
attention and win the admiration of all lovers of art 
Five marble bass rehefs from Nineveh are deposited here. 
Apart from the value which attaches to these remains, 
considered simply as antiquities, they possess a far higher 
value on account of the remarkable confirmations which 
the inscriptions afibrd of the truth of Scripture history. 
These in the Sculpture Gallery are of the same kind as 
those deposited in the British Museum, and described in 
Layard's works. 
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The Reading Rooms are on the right of the vestibule. 
On the left is the Trustees' Room. Near the foot of the 
staircase stands Ball Hughes's statue of Bowditch, and a 
very fine one of Webster, by Powers. 

The Library occupies the second story, which is divided 
into three rooms, two in front, and one large hall (one hun- 
dred and nine feet by forty) in the rear. This hall is 
beautiMly finished in the Italian style. The shelving is 
carried to the height of eighteen or twenty feet, and the 
upper shelves are made accessible by means of a light 
iron gallery reached by five spiral staircases. Besides 
sixty-seven thousand bound volumes, this library pos- 
sesses twenty thousand or more of unbound pamphlets, 
between four and five hundred volumes of engravings, 
and the most valuable collection of coins in this part of 
the country. It. also contains part of the library of Wash- 
ington — in all about four hundred and fifty bound vol- 
umes. The library is hardly surpassed, either in size or 
m value, by any other in the country ; and its regulations 
are framed with the design that it shall answer the high- 
est purposes of a public library. Strangers not residing 
within twenty miles of Boston can easily obtain admittance. 

Picture Gallery. — The third story contains four 
rooms that are appropriated to the exhibition of paint^- 
ings, and of these there is an admirable collection. A 
numbered catalogue may be obtained at the door. Many 



of the paintings belong to private individuals, and ftre 
liable to removal ; so we shall avoid mention of them, and 
briefly touch on a few belonging to the Athenseum. Here 
are the portraits of Washington and of Lady Washing- 
ton, by Stuart^ the Sortie of Gibraltar, by Tmmbull; 
Jndith with the Head of Holofemes ; Count of Wurtenr- 
berg lamenting his Child, by Ary Schoeffer ; St. Michael 
cfhaining Satan, after Guido; Flaying of Marsayas, by 
Luca Giordano ; Priam receiving the Dead Body of Hec- 
tor, by Trumbull. In conclusion, we cannot help mention* 
ing Dante and Beatrice, by Ary Schoeffer, and the Course 
of Empire, by Cole. The gallery is well worthy of fre- 
quent visits, and will doubtless do much to promote the 
progi'ess of art in Boston. 

Admittance twenty-five cents, the Sculpture Gallery 
included. 

Betuming towards Washington Street, a feW steps 
bring us to the Club House, comer of Beacon and 
Park Streets, a mansion interesting from the fact that it 
Was fitted up for the accommodation of General Lafayette 
and his suite, when the illustrious friend of Washington 
was the guest of the city*. At the period of the revolu* 
t3on the almshouse stood upon this site, extending on 
Beacon Street beyond the westerly boundary of the Athe- 
na3um estate. Next to it, on Park Street, was the work- 
house ; then came the town pound ; on the site of Park 
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Street Clinn^ stood ibe granary, whence the name of tiifi 
a^&cenl burying ground. In the enclosure of the work- 
bouse yard, we believe, the bodies of the British soldicms 
killed at Bunker Hill were laid out, in the order of tdeir 
regiments and companies, previous to intermenL 

The old almshouse was pulled down in the year 1800^ 
and in the early part of the century the large building 




Bhown in the engraving was erected for and occnpied by 
Jonathan Amory. Many a splendid ball and party have 
been given in that aristocratic mansions many a bdle 
there devastated the hearts of young Bostonians — many 
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of whom, victors and vanquished, hare long since passed 
away from this earthly stage. For many years the build- 
ing has been occupied as a club house. 

CocuiTUATE Hall is not remarkable for its size, aiidly 
although well lighted, is difficult of access. 



CHAPTER VI. 

TBEMONI TEMPLE. — HEIOHAON. — PARE STREET CHUKCH. 
OBAMABY CEUETEBE. — MEW U0SIO HALL. — MA- 
SONIC TEUFLE. 




This spadaiiB edifice Btands opposite the Tremont 
House, Tremmt Street. Of a rich and warm brown tm^ 
prodaced bj a coating of aastk, it presents a peculiarij 
«7) 
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substantial and elegant frontage. It is seventy-five feet in 
height, and, with the exception^ of ten feet by sixty-eight, 
which is left open on the north side for light, the building 
covers an area of thirteen thousand feet. 

Passing through the great central doorway, we find our- 
selves in the spacious entrance hall. On the first fioor we 
observe on our right and left hand two ticket offices, and 
a broad flight of stairs also on either hand, each of which 
at their summit terminates in a landing, from whence to 
right and left diverge two flights of similar staircases, one 
landing you in the centre of the main hall, 'and the other 
to the rear part and the gallery. 

The Main Hall is a magnificent apartment. The 
utter absence of gilding and coloring on its walls renders 
^ it far more imposing and grand in appearance than if it 
had been elaborately ornamented with auriferous and 
chromatic splendors. It is one hundred and twenty-four 
feet long, seventy-two feet wide, and fifty feet high. 
Around the sides of it runs a gallery supported on trusses, 
so that no pillars intervene between the spectators and the 
platform, to obstruct the view. The firont of :this gallery 
is balustraded, and by this means a very neat and uniform 
eflect is secured. The side galleries project over the seats 
below about se>ren ^U They are fitted ^ith ^ws of 
niqelyrcu^liiftned ^ ,c9ppfortfible.,s^tPj W f^ m^ BO 
|igh ^ ,to re^^ ^e ^pe^t rto them ^fr^d^fmp^ m ^ 



least, d^^ree* The front gallexy, tbough it projpcto into 
the. hall onljr ten feet^ extends back &r enough to^ gbf& at 
inoi:e. than, three, times that depth. 

Directly opposi^ this gallery is- die platfi>cm^ with. itS' 
gracefuUj^paneJled, semidbrcular front This platfi>n% 
covered uritka neat oil cloth,.Qoininunicates witk the side 
QiUeriea. 1^{ a &w. stegs,,. foe the. convenienoe oC lai^ 
chairs.. There are. also sevjeral ayennes of. comninnicatioBu 
frpm the.Q]atfi)Dn.tQ the,iq>artment89.dcessing roomSy.dBC.,^ 
b^hindy whidi. are exceedingly conFenienti and are &r 
superior to the places of exit and entrance front gndr tOr 
any other, place of the kind, that we have evec seen. 

From the. front of the. platform, the floor of the. baH* 
gradually, rises so as to. afford eyeiy person in the hall.a 
full and unobstructed view of the speakers or vocalists^^aa 
the case may be. The.seats in the galleries rise in like 
manner. The seats on the hall floor are admirably 
arranged in. a seimcircular form from the front of the 
platfonUr SQ that every, &ce is directed: towards^ the 
Breaker- or singer.. They are each one numbered, baire' 
iron.endSy.are aqpped with mahogany, and^ are- aMnpletely* 
cushioned with: a. drab-colored material, Each, slip, isr 
capable, of containing ten or twelve persons, with, an aisle 
at each extremity, and open fit)m' end to . end. 

The side- walls of the hall are very beautifully orna- 
mented in panels, arched and decorated; with circular 

6 
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ornaments, which would be difficult properly to describe 
without the aid of accompanying drawings ; but as views 
of the interior of the Temple will soon be common enough, 
the omission here will be of little consequence. As we 
intimated, there is no fancy coloring; it is a decorated 
and relieved sur&ce of dead white, and the effect, lighted 
as it is from above by lai^ panes of rough plate glass, is 
beautifully chaste. The only color observable in the hall 
is the purple screen behind the diamond open work at the 
back of the platform, and which forms a screen in firont 
of the organ. 

The ceiling is very finely designed in squares, at the 
intersections of which are twenty-eight gas burners, with 
strong reflectors, and a chandelier over the orchestra, 
shedding a mellow but ample light over the hall. By 
this arrangement the air heated by innumerable jets of 
gas is got rid of, and the lights themselves act as most 
efficient ventilators. The eyes are likewise protected 
from glare ; and should an escape of gas take place, from 
its levity it passes up through shafts to the outside, and 
does not contaminate the atmosphere below. Under the 
gallenes are common burners. There are for day illumi- 
nation twelve immense plates of glass, ten feet long by 
four feet wide, placed in the ceiling, in the spring of the 
arch, and open directly to the outer light, and by sixteen 
smaller ones under the galleries. 
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The whole of the flooring of the hall, in the galleries, 
the body of it, and of the platform, consists of two layers 
of boards, with the interstices between them filled by a 
thick bed of mortar. The advantages of this in an acous- 
tical point of view must be obvious to all. Another ad- 
vantage is, that the applause made by the audience in this 
great hall does not disturb the people who may at the 
same time be holding a meeting in the other hall below-— 
a very important consideration. 

There are eight flights of stairs leading from the floors 
of the main hall, and four from the galleries, the aggre- 
gate width of which is over fifty feet. 

The Boston Young Men's Christian Association occupy 
several beautiful rooms up one flight of stairs, which are 
admirably adapted for their present uses and occupants, 
and are rented by the Association for twelve hundred dol- 
lars per annum, though it is estimated that they are worth 
at least fift;een hundred dollars ; but the Temple is owned 
by a church who were very desirous that a religious asso- 
ciation should occupy them. The great organ, built by 
the Messrs. Hook, is one of the finest instruments ever 
constructed in this country. Its bellows is worked by 
steam. 

The Tremont Temple, besides the great hall, contains a 
lesser one, called The Meionaon, the main entrance to 
which is through the northerly passage xtiacj^Q^^^ ^^ 



dooi^^ o£ the Tremont House ;. ttus^^ayeune i^ aboqt seven 
feet.wid^. The ooutlierljir passage wajr, aeirveS: a9>ao Qntle^; 
ffoia this lessei; tempte*, 

Pei;haps the reader,, whp ipa^ not have heeo uutiatedt 
into thet masteries of Gi^ek literature, maj thank us for 
a deSaitaqn of this; strange^lopking word,^^ MeipnaoUf'' It» 
is so^ called 6x>^l t;ivo. Greek, words -^-meion, fflgpiQjiilng. 
lesgj, pmxflfirj, and: naon, t^mi^kr^Xtess^ l^en^ple./ 1$^^ la^ 
pronounced Mi-o-na-on. This lesser temple- iS: ^tiiat^4t 
\m^: fipm the stz^eet^and directly under, the great, hplL 
It ifr, seventy-two feet long by. fifty-^two, feet, wide,,ani}, 
about twenty-five and a half feethighf STot so elahoi^pl^ 
i|domed as it3. neighbor overheadi.this hall- is.. remarkiit)ly 
chastely and. beautifully fitted upland. within its. wall& t}ia 
religious society of Tremont Street Baptist Ghurcht w<oih 
sUp. Its walls are relieved by pilasters supporting anches*. 
The seats are ^milarly arranged to those in.the haU.aboiney 
andai^ equally comfortable and' oommodipus in>a)lire^)ects*. 
4b^ one end;is a platform, on whioh^^on* Sabbath days, .standi 
a^beautiful little pulpit, of! dark walput,,and qusbioned,mt)i, 
(^l^rnsoni velvet At the other es^ti^mity oftthe^ hall; is^% 
ga)leiy fi>rra:cho^}^ back of it stands aru^at little <Nig^i9«L 
The place is beautifully adapted for sound, and competentt 
judges say from their own experience that it is a^ remarka- 
bly easy place to speak in. From the hall tp the outer, 
door the way is thropghra bi:oad;I|ai$si^ way ooverednvitlv 
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Ifanilta matting let into th^ floof, so tluit liffte dirt can be 
bfoiigbt 'in from ^e street'; 'and as the doors swing on 
iM^telefls htngeSyiK) intermi^tictn ftom scuffling of feet or 
fllflnamngsctth 'etrer occur. 

The Gupoul. — In making our way thither we travel 
over the ceiling of the great hall, dropping our heads as 
we pass beneath roof and raJler, to save our hat and skull, 
and beholding beneath our feet a great network of gas- 
piping connected with the burners of the hall under us. 
In long rows are square ventilators, which discharge their 
streams of vitiated air on the outside. 

The cupola forms a spacious observatory, glazed all 
round, and from every window is obtained a charming 
view, the whole forming one of the most superb pano^ 
xamas that we ever witnessed. From this elevated spot 
sm^ be seen the adjacent villages and towns, the harbor 
and its islands, the city institutions, churches, houses, and 
diipping. In short, the whole dty and vicinity lies at our 
feet 

Pabx Stbeet Chubch is tatuated at the comer of 
Tromont and Park Streets. The -^pire is remarkably 
beautiful, and the interior very spacious and striking. 
CkMse by lies Grakart Bubtino Ground — a spot hal- 
lowed by the remains of many. good, and brave, and bean- 
tiiul as such can be. Here a mounument has been laid 
over the graves of Dr. Franklin's parents. It is an obelisk 



64 



BOSTOH SIGHTS. 



twentj'-fiTe feet high, formed of seven blocks of Qninc/ 
granite, each weighing about six tons ; and the name of 
"Frauklla" can be easily read from the street. The 
Btnmger ollea stops to gaxe at the squirrela mdng among 




those gray old tombstones, or to read the time-worn inEscrip- 
Uons of the mourned ones' virtues— virtues perhqM not 
visible during life, but " known and read of all men ** when 
they have passed away. 

Nearly across the street fixmi here is 

The New Music Hall. — Until within the last few 
years, although a musical people, the dty was sadly in 
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want of a fitting place for concerts, &c. Now, however, 
we have a Music Hall of the first class, which we can 
refer to with pride as an ornament to our metropolis, and 
an index of the taste and liberality of Boston. 

There has been no attempt at display on the exterior 
of the building, it being deemed important to reserve, as 
far as practicable, for the interior the means contributed 
for the enterprise. 

The hall is one hundred and thirty feet long, seventy- 
eight feet wide, and sixty-five feet high, the proportion of 
length to width being as five to three, and of length to 
height as two to one. Two balconies extend round three 
.ffides of the halL 

The ceiling, which is forty feet above the floor of the 
upper balcony, is in general section fiat, and connected 
with the wall by a large cove, in which are seventeen 
^micircular windows, that light the hall by day. A row 
of gas jets, projecting from the edge of the cornice, just 
below these windows, light the hall by night. 

The fioor is arranged with seats which will accommo- 
date upwards of fifteen hundred persons, and there is suffi- 
cient room in the balconies fi>r upwards of one thousand 
more. 

The orchestral platform is ndsed five feet above thd 
fioor of the hall, and rises by a few steps to the organ. 
From each sUe of the orchestra to the fioor of th& la^^ 



IB6 ^M^lTdlr m^miL 

l>alc<»9^ & H -series df raised pla^orms %t* ^oiMers, ot 
for the audience, as maj be reqaired. -The 'whole orche^ 
tsa wiU aoeoistaiodat»upwfti«b3<)f fedr 1^ 

The whole liaB %eefti ooii{itnfctea*wifit'8pecii& t^yeiioe 
%i4he't)deiic6*or flooo^es-^aconsiBerdlictti oF thteiitlkiost 
tepoMaaee in 'a''biiil&ig^ intended SAraunSc'InBL' ^Thb 
Ui»9ikeel,X3eorge SneH, Esq^^has 'en&eavordl to 'ecAtil^ 
in this stracture the advantages which lie%aB^been*t&2le*tD 
-^SsGtmr lijr'B corefill persdnal examinafion ^cf ^tmittetons 
ma^clianB id SSnrope and Am^iSca. Thi& % (ftespeciA 
dmpoitancey-as it <is proposed to luere one dT'ihe lai^e^ 
sctrgAnsln^Che^world placed here. - 

In the matter of yentilation, the archite<it-lia& had ''{lib 
^ttsi^tanee 4£ >ihe large e:itf eiience, ^in -ihat -depaiNment, of 
Wht. Monjn Wym^y'^ Caniforidge. i^. Jl)|fiiettsr JCL 
Movse, a native of Eo^ton/(a piU^ner-oT ]^/Sne11,) liitt 
Vb04issi^tdd liti the^arrangement cff<fiie'deeorfifion8^^ 
liiieri<a(r 

The entran^ttii'flffe'firom ^Whitcfr Stre^^mn^tefiS Flaee, 
•and Bnnnfield Su-e^ -Jksilile^aceonniiodadon&'Bre'atRnrd-^ 
•eBrfer '^dnvwingi^ocfm&y fa(k)¥e8y*office8y \fee» 

MxLffomc T^tcMPi}iBw«--^l!9iiisn[)ni1dingis^tttate9 
mcmt Street, on part of the land that was formerly iTash:* 
Idgtan '(3ara)8ii8. "^e 'earner ^one was laid "Ckioher 11, 
1830, wifii appropriate ^as<tnie'ceremonies,%7 the 'Grand 
liOdge^^Ha^sadiudetts. This temple was dedictited lUay 
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M,a882. It is fostj feet -iride,'and eighty and a half 
feet long and ifronla westward^ on Tremoat Street. The 
vails are Mcy-^ma ^eet iii^ of atone, coveved with a slated 
vk£, rtventy-^bnr &et high, wontidBing :Bixteen windows to 
light the =attiQ -aaxy. The ^gottors -ave of mst iron, and 
the water trank8.Mre<cf -Mapper. The basement 4s <tf fine 




hammered granite, twelve feet high, vith a helt of Ihe 
same. The towers at the comers next Tremont -Street 
are uxteen feet square, surmounted with granite battle- 
ments, and .junnaoIcB rising ninety-five feet fjrom Hx 
geotmd. The deor and window Barnes are cX fine bam- 
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mered granite, and the main walls, firom the basement to 
the roof, are of Quincj granite, disposed in courses, in 
such a manner as to present a finished appearance to the 
eye. The blocks are triangular in shape, and there is 
probablj no other such building in Massachusetts. 

From the street are two flights of winding stairs in 
the towers, suffidentlj spacious to admit a free entrance 
to the five stories of the building. The first story is 
occupied for miscellaneous purposes; the second by the 
spacious salesrooms of Messrs. Chickering & Sons; and 
the third, fourth, and fifth stories for Masonic purposes. 
The different Lodges meet as follows : •— 

St John's Lodge, first Monday ; St. Andrew's, second 
Thursday ; Massachusetts, third Monday ; Columbian, first 
Thursday; Mount Lebanon, second Monday; Winslow 
Lewis Lodge, second Friday ; Revere Lodge, first Tues- 
day; Germania Lodge, fourth Monday; St Andrew's 
Chapter, first Wednesday ; St Paul's Chapter, third Tues- 
day ; Boston Encampment, third Wednesday ; De Molay 
Encampment, fourth Wednesday; CouncU Royal and 
Select Masters, third Thursday; Grand Lodge, second 
Wednesday in December, March, June, and September, 
27th December, annually ; Grand Chapter, Tuesday pre- 
ceding second Wednesday of March, June, September, and 
December; Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, annually ; Grand Lodge of Perfection, fi)urth 
Taesdajr; Board of Belief first Tuesday m eaidiisikfiiGL^Scu 




Long before the stranger reaches Boston, he must have 
■een, from the window of the railway-oar, or the vessel's 
deck, an imposing dome, croihiing the sominit of the 
highest of the three hills on whioh the oitj is built. 
On a nearer approach, he will perceive that this dome 
■annonnta a splendid and spacious e<£fice ; and this, ha 
will learn, is 

Tna State Homu. — To this place it would be well 
to pay an earlj visit, as from the window of the lofty 
cupola he will bo enabled to take sooh a bird's eye 
«r panoramic view of the city, as will enable him, by 
Eiilly coraproheoding its various localities, and their rela- 
tions to each, other, to render his future investigattona 
the easier. In any city snch a proceeding would prove 
■dvautajgeooa, bat espetaally is it so in Bcsto&t when 
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pcAapB Bi aiy nihm Imy jlaoe ia tf» Oiioa; ttidlme 



fc bd^ fkui ^ oib ceo^ial'liy die 
Bs cnelei dMWk^M mitae cTlkB dlj, 
€B «l0«itoi iJhMnid, ai tiie cohmt of BesedH ainl Mmmt 
TenoB BtraeliL Tlw eoner^loM ins kid ca Ike lionrtk 
of JqIj, 179S, lij GovcfBor Sumd AduH^ iriio made an 
addresB cb tlie occaidon, in vlucli ** lie tnisled tliat witiun 
its walk liberty and the li^ts of man woold be fatefer 
advocated and m^fOfMJ* In 1798 tbe bnildii^ was 
finifilied, and oocnpied hj tlie Legialatiiitt. 

When tbe eoraer-stone of the New-State HotKpe WMto 
be laid» H was conrejed totiie i|M>t bj fifteen wfaite^iQfsaBy 
tiiere bdog, at that tine, but fifteen States in the Uinen. 
Now they are more than doabled. 

Hie he^^of the eapitol» to the sinnmitof the dQiiie» is 
one handled and ten fiwi; tfie fitmta^ is one hnndred 
and 80fei^-thiee feei. *« It ooikbsIb ezteniaHj of a base* 
■itat sioiy twenty'feei h^^ and a jnindpal stofythirty 
fteih^. Thisiin theeentreof thefiront^ iseofeiedwith 
an atiie mxtjioei wide, and twraty feet hig^ whidi is 
eovered widi a pediment. Lnmediately above aiises the 
lisMs, fifty fiKt in dianeter, and thirty in he^i; Ao 
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whole terminating with an elegant circular lantern, which 
mpports a pine cone. The basement stocy is finished in a 
plain style on the wings, with square windows^ The 
Goitre is ninetj-finir feet in loigth, and formed of Brohes 
which project fourteen feet, and make a eorered walk 
below, and support a colpnnade^of Gorinthiiui eolumnsof 
the same extent aboye. 

«<The largest room is in the centre, and in the second 
slorj (the large space below in the basemekit eAoty \b 
directly under this) is the Ef^pr^^sentatiyes' Chamber, that 
will accommodate five hun(]lre<l members, and sometimes 
they have been more numerous. The Senate Chamber is 
also in the second story, at the east end of the building, 
and is sixty feet by fifty. At the west is a large 
room for the meetings of the Groyemor and the Exeouttye 
Council, with a conyenieDt ante-chamber." 

The view from the top of the State House is yery 

extensiye and variegated; perhaps nothing in the country 

is superior to it. To the east appears the bay and harbor 

of Boston, interspersed with beautiful islands ; and in the 

distance beyond the wide-eltended ocean. To the no#th 

the eye is met by Charlestown, With its interesting and 

memorable heights, and the Nayy Yard of the United 

States.; the towns of Chelsea, Maiden, and Medford, and 

other Tillages, and the natural forests mingling in the 

distant horiion. To the west is a fineviewof the Charles 

6 
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riyer and a baj, the ancient town of Cambridge, rendered 
yenerable for the university, now above two hundred 
years old ; of the flourishing villages of Cambridg^port 
and East Cambridge (in the latter of which is a large 
glass manufiicturing establishment) ; of the highly-culti- 
vated towns of Brighton, Brookline, and Newton ; and to 
the south is Roxbury, which seems to be only a contina- 
ation of Boston, and which is rapidly increasing ; Dor- 
Chester, a fine, rich, agricultural town, with Milton and 
Quincy beyond, and still further south the Blue Hills, at 
the distance of eight or nine miles, which seem to bound 
the prospect. The Common, stretching in front of the 
capitol, with its numerous walks and flourishing trees, 
where "the rich and the poor meet together," and the 
humblest have the proud consciousness that they are free, 
and, in some respects (if virtuous), on a level with the 
learned and the opulent, adds greatly to the whole scene. 
Large sums have recently been expended in additions 
to the State House, both within and without On the 
lawns in front are two beautiful fountains. The desiim 

o 

of the enlargement was to obtain additional fire-proof room 
for the safety and security of the archives of the state ; 
a library-room suffieiently commodious to satisfy the 
wants of the present and future ; and additional accom- 
modations for the several departments of the government, 
including the agrioultural bureau recently established. 
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The plan adopted comprised ante or committee rooms for 
ihe use of the Senate and Council, and committee rooms 
for the general use of the Legislature, The dimensions of. 
the libraiy are as follows : Length, eightj-eight feet ; width, 
thirtjHseven feet ; height, thirty-six and a half feet. It is 
fitted with galleries and alcoves, which will afford abun- 
dant space for ihe accumulations of many fixture years. 
The basement and fire-proof rooms beneath the library are 
of the same dimensions as the latter, with the exception 
of the height ; and they will be sufficient to accommodate 
the agricultural department, and to afford room and 
security for the public archives. All the designs of 
the plan, so fiir as providing accommodations is con- 
cerned, are fiilly carried out in the structure, which is 
completely fire-proof, and built in the most substantial 
and massive style. The wall of the basement story is of 
*^ rusticated dressed granite," and the others of brick. A 
large amount of iron is used in the structure, which gives 
it an air of grandeur and solidity. 

The best time to ascend the cupola is before eleven 
o'clock, on a bright, clear day. Visitors are required to 
inscribe their names on a register. There is no fee 
demanded. 

One of the first objects that attract the attention of a 
stranger, on entering the State House, is the statue of 
Washington, by Sir F. Ohantrey, which is placed in the 



rot\uid&. This atatae wu puMhased bf.printo anbsaripr 
tioD, and was placed vrhere it now stande iu lS28w 

Like nearly all tke woHcs of the distjiigtuahed aoulptos^ 
in this produotion Ohantr^ haa somewkat idealbed 'Int 
gal^ject. ^ashii^toa is reprasent^ in :a militB^ olodc, 
and BO far aQ is oorreot enoagli. bat ihe featuroi an 
aoareely thoeeof the OSatheroF his OoDBtn^. Merarthdlem, 
as a woik of art it is extnnValy fine, and lefloota hcaor 
oo the pablio ^irit of those nboiprocarad-it 




Thi Hancock Hoc»t.' — Near the capitol, on tho west, 
is the mansion-house of the eminent patriot, the late John 
Hanoock, now exhibiting quite an anoient appeaianee; 
and on the east, about the same distance, vas, until 
receutjy, situated &b dwelliiig of the Iat« Jaiues Bow 
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doiti, another patriot of tlie Bevolution; a dii^titigtiish^ 
fM)hoIftr and plnldbopfaer, and who, bj his fifmnegs, in the 
cridoal period tiff 1786, eontributedmost efficiently to the 
p ye se r va ttion rf 'ordet- and iaranqnillity in ihe common- 
wwlth. 

Tbe'Biiniieo<flc House is one of the celebritiesof Boston, 
fuA na^iifatiger, wha fteh ^the patfiotto impolse, ftils <to 
.piijr a^miSit* 

It stands in*B6ai6anHstre€Hy,Tery n^r ihe State BonsiD, 
■^nd 'Croats ihe south, preseiitiDg a ^nsiint send pictoresqae 
.fl{^e8rflndef embosomed, as it is, with shrubs, evergreens, 
trees, 'And flowets. It is buih of liewn stone, and Taised 
'about ihurteen fe^t above the Btreec, the ascent being 
>Hhapotxgh 'a garden. Hiere it stands, beside its modem 
tieighbors, like a venerable 'grandsire surrounded bj 'His 
idhitdren's -ehildren, commanding respectM attention, and 
-WSb admiration. The fronl; is fiE^y-six fbet in breadth, 
^tSad a ^lerminiBitea in ^two lofty i^toties. Formerly there 
ilra8^» fidij^tfiil garden 'b^ind -the house, ascending grad- 

<lHilly-to^tiie high lands in the rear. 

& &e governor^ time we are tdid thiitt in ih)ilt df ihe 
Q)d!fieie^^an hnadred eows-daily fed*''on the Common. 

A brave plaoe'for hospitality has that house been in old 
-limes, when "'the eai^t wingibrmed a spacious hall, and 
4he irest wing was appropriated to domestic purposes; 
the whole embracing, with the stables, ooaoh-houses. and 

6* 
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Other offices, an extent of two hundred and twenty faet." 
There was also a glacis, in the days when Thomas Han- 
cock, the governor's father, resided ihere; but garden, 
glacis, stables, and coach-houses, have made way for streets 
and houses. The interior of the house is better preserved ; 
and beneath its ancient roof reside descendants of the 
governor. It b a pity that it should ever be razed to the 
ground ; but it is to be feared that, by and -by, the place 
which now knows it will know it no more. 

The Boston Watea-Wobks. — A short walk on Beacon 
Hill brings us to an enormous structure of massive granite 
masonry, which will, if the stranger knows not its uses, 
strike him with astonishment. It is not a jail, though it 
somewhat resembles one; nor is it a warehouse, nor a 
diurch. It is the great Beacon Hill Reservoir, into which 
flows, from Cochituate Lake, formerly called Long Pond, 
the water which supplies the city with the pure element. 
The dimensions of this huge cbtem are, on Deme-street, one 
hundred and- ninety-nine feet and three inches ; on Temple- 
street, one hundred and eighty-two feet and eleven inches; 
on Hancock-street, one hundred and ninety-one feet seven 
inches; and on the rear of Mount Yernon-street, two 
hundred and six feet and five inches. From the founda- 
tion to the summit, exclusive of railing, it is on Deme- 
«treet sixty-six feet, and on the rear of Mount Yernon- 
street forty-three feet high. 



THE BOSTON WATIB-WOBKS. 67 

This building is an immense basin, or reservoir. It 
rests on arches of immense strength, fourteen and three 
fourths feet span. The basin holds 2,678,961 wine gal* 
Ions of water. 

Two granite tablets are placed on the north side of thv 
Beservoir, with the following inscriptions : 

BOSTON WATER-WORKS. 

SEQUN AUGUST, 1846. WATER INTRODUCED OCTOBER, 1848 

JOSIAH QUINCY, JB., Matoe. 

r NATHAN HALE, 
COMMISSIONEBS, J JAMBS F. BALDWIN, 

i THOMAS B. CURTIS. 



BOSTON WATER-WORKS. 

THE RESERVOIR COMPLETED NOYEMfiER, 1849. 

JOHN P. BIGBLOW, Mayor. 

r W. S. WHITWBLL, East Div. 
ENGINEEBS,Je. S. CHESBROUGH, West Div. 
CJOIIN. B. JBRVIS, CoNSULTiUQ. 



BOBTOIT COUMOM. — OLD EUL — FBOO FOXD. 




Were we to be asked, What is the great feature of 
Boston city, we should assuredly reply, Boston Cohhoit. 

The parka of the British metropolis have not unaptly 
been termed the lungs of London. With equal appropri- 
atenees the ComoKni of Boatoo may be s^led the greal 



BOSTON COMMOK. &i 

I^reatliing apparatus of Boston. In summer or in winter 
those fortj-eigbt acres of undulating ground, green with 
grass or white with snow, constitute a favorite place of 
resprt. And. when the noble trees that. abound there are 
thick with foliage, no more delightful promenade Hian 
those, broad avenues, beneath their interlacing boughs 
could well be imagined. 

A glance, at the early history of the Common may not 
bci uuinteresting. 

^In 16^4y.commissioners were, chosen to dispose .of un- 
occupied lands. They were directed to leave out portions, 
for new oomers and the further benefits of the towii. The 
Common was among the reserved portions, and became 
public property, as a training field and pasture. In 1833r 
a city ordinance appeared, forbidding its use as^ a pasturagei^ 
9nd it has long since ceased to. be a training, field.'' 

The citizens of Boston have always been proud of their, 
beautiful. Common. Several, times have attempts been 
made to encroach upon it,, but public opinion in each, case^ 
defeated the object, and it is not now probable that a singly, 
foot of it .will be misappropriated*. 

The American elm is celebrated abroad, for its beauty^^ 
and our. Common has extremely beautiful groves of these 
graceful trees, whose hanging boughs form archer on high, 
which, either in summer, autumn, or winter^ attract gen- 
ersd admiration for their fauT-Uke tracei^y — Nature's own 
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drapery, woven hj her. most fantastic lionds* Time and 
storm have dealt hardly with some of them, and they 
have been felled and supplanted by others, where repair 
was impossible. The extreme hardness of the malls* has 
operated injuriously upon the roots of many of them, and 
canker worms have occasionally made too free among the 
branches ; but great and judicious care and expense have 
done much to remedy these evils ; and the frdl foliage of 
the Common, now shading the numerous paths with the 
magnificent garniture of their verdure, affords ample 
reward for years of intelligent husbandry. 

The richness of the soil on our Common has been one 
reason why the multitude of trees which decorate it have 
been so long preserved in vigor and beauty. In the sum- 
mer season the Common presents its most lovely aspect; 
all the malls are crowned with rich green canopies, and 
the carpet spread by Nature at man's feet is of the amplest 
and freshest verdure. The birds and squirrels frolic un- 
harmed amid the broad, ancient boughs, and the malls, 
which intersect the undulating surface of the lawn, add 
vastly to its ornate appearance. The cathedral-like arches 
which overtop the elm-lined malls are ever charming to 
the artistic eye ; and indeed it is a question with some 
whether they do not look as beautiful in their winter 
robes, when the network of spray-like twigs is fit>sted over 
with the fleece of snow^ or a crystalline coating of ioo 
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listens with prismatic splendors in die sunlight Truly, 
the care which has beien bestowed upon thie Commcm has 
been ampty repaid. 

Two of the walks in Boston were formerly designated 
bj the names Great Mall and Little Mall. The 
Great Mall borders the eastern edge of the Conunon, and 
the Little Mall the eastern edge of the Granary or Park 
Street burying ground. The last named was planted with 
English ehns by Colonel Adino Paddock, in 1770. They 
are therefore more than eighty years old. The trees in 
the Great Mall were planted, as appears fit)m the plans, 
between 1722 and 1729. Those that remain are therefore 
about one hundred and thirty years old. The trees on 
the Little Mall were a mixture of elms and buttonwoods. 
Mr. Paddock was a loyalist, left Boston in 1776, and set- 
tled in Nova Scotia, where his descendants still live. 

The Great Elm is one of the lions — perhaps the 
lion — of Boston Common. Still hale and strong, it 
stands about the centre of the green, and is supposed, 
from various data, to be upwards of two hundred years 
old. 

In 1825 it was sixty-five feet high, the circumference at 
thirty inches from the ground being twenty-one feet eight 
inches, ancT the spread of branches eighty-six feet In 
1855 it was measured, and found to be seventy-two and a 
half feet in height ; height of first branch fit)m the ground, 



twenfy-two and alnlf &et;. gixfhSmji&A&aatliie gmnK^ 
sevuiteen &et; av^iagQ diaaietec of: greyest eprssd of 
branches, one hundred and one feet. TMb ahow^ titattba 
elm has grown, con^derabJjr vUun- the laat quartas of a 
century. 

But thia colossal £lant baa vaoeo interestJDg featares 
ti>u>^ iige (K eue^tboagh-ibej; are g-eatt 



There was once a powder magazine near this tre^.on. 
the little hill at whose foot it stands. Thia hill, also, dur- 
ing the siege of Boston, was th^ site of a British ftniifica-' 
tion, bombarded b; Washington. 
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!bi tli« war of 1812 its existence was endangered hj the 
encampment aroimd it of American Iroopa, destined to 
protect tbe town. U hag often been exposed to injiuy by 
the ctisti»a of hanging and btmiing effigies Upon its giant 
braocbes ; and nmny torbulcnt occaeioas, on Election and 
IndepeBdeDee days, have exposed the tree to violence. 




Severe tempests have at times threatened to atmSulat« 
this tree; and in 1831 or 1832 a violent etorm separated 
four of its lai^ limbs, and so &r detached tbem that they 
rested partially upon the ground. Thej were raised and 
bolted together; the bolts are still visiblej and the brantdies, 
7 
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at the end of twenty-five years, appear to be perfectly 
united. 

For many years the interior of the fenink was rotten, 
and much of it had disappeared, from neglect ; but finally 
the spirit of improvement, which came upon the Common^ 
extended to the great tree, and the edges of the aperture 
were protected, and the exterior covered by canvas. The 
parts have thus been regenerated, and the opening filled 
and obliterated. 

Notwithstanding the years that have rolled over the 
veteran colossus, it still presents .an aspect of grandeur 
which will ever be the admiration of the beholder. Dr. 
Warren remarks, in his book upon the Great Tree, — 

This tree, therefore, we must venerate as a visible 
relic of the Indian Shawmut, for all its other native trees 
and groves have been long since prostrated. The frail 
and transient memorials of the aborigines have vanished ; 
even the hills of Trimountain cannot be distinguished; 
and this native noble ehn remains to present a substantial 
association of^he existing with the former ages of Boston.** 

A handsome iron fence now surrounds it, through which 
entrance is had by a gate. Flowers adorn the little circle 
enclosed at its foot, seeming to pay the homage of beauty 
to majesty ; and squirrels gambol among its branches, in 
which a shelter and food are provided for them. The fol- 
lowing inscription is on the fence : -— 
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THE OLD ELM. 
This tree has been standing 
here for an unknown period. 
It is believed to have existed be- 
fore the settlement of Boston, be- 
ing full grown in 1722. Exhibited 
marks of old age in 1792, and was 
nearly destroyed by a storm in 
1832. Protected by an iron 
fence in 1854. J. V. C. 
Smith, Mayor. 

The following lines, dedicated to the old Elm Tree on 
Boston Common, by Geo. E. Rice, originally appeared in 
the Saturday Evening Gazette. 

TO THE GREAT ELM TREE ON BOSTON COMMON. 

When first from mother Earth you sprung, 
Ere Chaucer, Spenser, Shakespeare sung. 
Or Puritans had come among 
The savages to loose each tongue 

In psalms and prayers, 
These forty acres; more or less, 
Now gayly clothed in Nature's dress, 
Where Yankees walk, and brag, and guess, 
Was but a " howling wilderness " 

Of wolves and bears. 

Say, did you start with the presenti- 
Ment that you'd e*ef be the centre 
Of all that's known 
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About the sciences and arts ? 
For we are men of mighty parts. 
And strangers say that Boston hearts 
With pride are bloim; 

And fondly deem their little state 
To be **par excellence ** the great," 

And look with pity 
And sore contempt on those who say 
That Europe boasts a town to-day 
That's not surpassed in every way 

By Boston City. 

What wondrous changes you hare seen 
Since you put forth your primal green 

And tender shoot ; 
Three himdred years your life has spanned. 
Yet calm, serene, erect you stand. 
Of great renown throughout the land. 
Braced up with many an iron band. 
And showing marks of Time's hard hand 

From crown to root. 

You, when a slender sapling, saw 
The persecuted reach this shore. 

And in their turn 
Treat others as themselves were treated. 
To mete the measure that's been meted. 
And cheat if he has e'er been cheated. 

How does man yearn ! 

Of tales perchance devoid of truth, 
With which they would, in early youth, 
My heart appall, 
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Was one the gossips used to tell 
About a witch so grim and fell, 
That here was hung for raising — weU, 
It wasn't SauL 

Since you beheld the light of day, 
A race of men has passed away — 

A warlike nation, 
Who, oft with fire water plied. 
Lost all their bravery and pride. 
And yielded to the rapid stride 

Of annexation. 

Behold, a mightier race appears. 
And high a vast republic rears 

Her giant features, 
And westward steadily we drive 
The few poor Indians who survive, 
And barely keep the race alive — 
Degenerate creatures. 

For are we not the mighty lords 
And masters of all savage hordes, 

In our opinion ? 
And when we with inferiors deal, 
*Tis well to use the iron heel. 
And make them wince, and writhe, and feel 

'Hieir lords' dominion^ 

You heard the first rebellious hum 
Of voices, and the fife and drum 
Of revolution, 

7* 
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And heard the beUs and welkin ring, 
When they threw off great George, their king, 
And much improved by that same thing 
Their constitution^ 

And you still thrive and live to see 
The country prosperous and free, 

In spite of all 
The very sage prognostications 
Of prophets in exalted stations, 
Who could foresee the fate of nations, 

And said she*d falL 

YouVe seen both the tremendous spread 
Of commerce, and of those it made 

Hich and ambitious. 
Who flaimt with parvenu's true pride, 
And in their showy coaches ride, 
With arms emblazoned on the side. 
Which any herald who descried 

Would deem flagitious. 

Majestic tree ! TouVc seen much worth 
From little Boston issue forth, 

And know some men 
Who love their kind, and give their store 
To help the suflering and the poor, 
Nor drive- l^e beggar from their door. 
Heaven bless such hearts, and give them more, 

I pray again. 

And you shall see much more beside, 
Ere to your root, old Boston's pride. 
The axe is laid. 



THE FBOa poin>. 

.And long, I tnut, the time vUl be. 
Ere major *nd fcundl lit on thee. 
And find with tmaniml^ 
That you'iB deeafed ; 

For yoQ are eliU qoile.haJe and Minch,. 
Though here and tkere perhaps a branch 

Ib alightlf rotten ; 
And you w{n stand and hold jour sway 
Wlien he who pens this rhyme to-day 
Ehall mingle nilh Ac comsua elay. 

And be fcpgotten. 




The Fkog Pond, now called " Coc^tuate Lake by 
Buper-genteel people, or, as it has been called, " Quincy 
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Lake,** is situated near the Old Elm Tree, whose roots it 
has moistened for so many years. The original form has 
long been changed, and the natural pond in which the boys 
fished for minnows and horn-pout is now supplied fix>m 
Cochituate Lake ; and in one portion a fountain sends up 
its sparkling waters to the height of over ninety feet. A 
variety of jets are connected with it at pleasure ; and 
nothing can be more charming than the effect produced 
on a summer's evening, when bands discourse sweet 
music, and the strains blend with the sound of falling 
waters : the effect is inexpressibly beautiful. Then is the 
time to see Boston Common and its tiny silver lake. 



CHAPTER IX. 

PUBLIC GAEDEN. PROVIDENCE DEPOT. PUBLIC 

-^ LIBRARY. 

The Public Garden is situated at the foot of the 
Common, and contains about twenty acres. Like its 
neighbor, all walks and beauties are open to the inspec- 
tion and enjoyment of visitors. Menageries and circuses 
often pitch their tents here, and hoW forth to the great 
delight of the curious. Close by, on Ple^ant Street, is 

The Providence Railroad Depot, a fine brick 
structure, and rather striking in its architecture. The 
interior arrangements are good, and unusuaUy convenient. 
This road is forty-three miles in length, and, joined with 
the " Stonington Line," which is properly a continuation 
of it, connects Boston with Long Island Sound. The 
branch roads uniting with this are the Dedham, Stough- 
ton, Taunton, and Attleboro' roads. 

Cars leave the depot in Boston fbr Prtjvidence daily, 
stopping at Roxbury, which is two miles fiom the city, 
Jamaica Plain, three and a half miles. 

Canton, fourteen miles from Bo«>tot^ ^ %. \i^'a»S2i5s3i&^- 
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diversified and picturesque town, watered by the Xeponfiet 
Biver, which, with the numerous ponds in its yicini^, 
^ves it an extenaive water power. The raih-oad bridge 
which crosses the river at Canton is one of the finest 
pieces of masonry in the country. It is of hewn granilo, 
is six hundred and twelve feet lung, and elevated eixtj- 




three Feet above the foundation, res&ig on six arches, with 
a succession of arches on top. Its cost exceeded ninety 
thousand dollars. , 

Sharon, seventeen and a half miles from Boston, occu- 
pies the bigliest land between Bosloa and Providence. 
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Its natural sceneiy is exceedingly fine. Mashapoag Fon^ 
a beautiful sheet of water over a mile in length, rests upon 
a bed of iron ore. During the low stages of the water> 
the ore is extracted hj machines made for the purpose. 
Fishing and pleasure parties frequent this pond in the 
aummer season. 

Mansfield is twenty-four miles, Attleboro' thirty-one 
miles, Pawtueket thirty-nine miles, and Providence forty- 
Uiree and a half miles &om Boston. 




The Poblic LteBjIRy building of the city of Boston 
L on Boylstou Street, opposite the Common, 
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(although the lihrary itself temporarilj reposes in Mason 
Street, until the new building is quite ready for its recep* 
tion.) The building was designed by Mr. Charies Ejrbji 
and is e%hty-twO feet im firont, one himdred and iwenisf* 
eight feet deep, and two stories in height, besides the base-* 
ment. The lower or basement story is situated below the 
level of the sidewaUc^ 

The first, story of the buildBig contains the large hall 
of entrance, which opens directly .into the room for distri* 
bution, which occupies the central part of the story. It 
is intended to serve also as a conversation room. This 
room is connected with a large hall in the rear of the 
building, having a gallery and twenty alcoves, calculated 
to contain about forty thousand of the books most fre- 
quently deinanded for use. On the front of the building, 
and entered only fix)m ihe^ room of delivery, are two read- 
ings rooms^. one on the east for ladies, and one on the west, 
amply supplied with the periodicals of the day; for gen- 
eral use. 

The second or principal story is one hall, approached 
by visitors only by the staircase in the entrance halL 
This hall, which by calculation will contain more than two 
hundred thousand volumes, has ten alcoves on each of its 
sides, and the same number in each of its galleries, msk* 
ing sixty alcoves in alL: Each alcove contains ten ranges: 
of shelves, and each range ten shelves. The object of 
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tilis decimal arrangement of shelves is to simplify all the 
details comiected with the library. 

Beneath the principal storj, and immediately over the 
deliverj room, is a half story, designed for workrooms 
and storerooms. At the comers on ike rear of the build* 
ing are towers for stairs and other conveniences. 

The building is constructed of brick, and ike ornamen- 
tal portions are of sandstone. The whole building is 
strictly fire-proof; even the floors are constructed of brick 
and iron, and no wood enters into their construction. The 
comer stone was laid with great ceremony on the 17th of 
September, 1855. The library contains thirty^hree thou- 
sand volumes, and is free to all of good reputation residing 

in the city. 

8 



CHAPTEB X. 

VOBOEBTEB DEPOT AHD BOAD. — OLD COLOXT AM) 
FALL BJVER DEFOT AND BOAD. 

LkatiKO the Public Libmiy, a stroll tLna^ Bofbton 
Street, (pauing tbe spot where the Liber^ IVee once 
grew,) down Beach Street, brings as to Ths Bobxok abd 
WoBCKSTSB Bailboad Depot. It is a very plaia 
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brick building, but covering a large area of ground, fiudng 
on Kneeland Street, with entrances and exits on Eheeland^ 
Albanj, and Lincoln Streets. The accommodations are 
spacious, and the arrangements so well made that the 
^rai^er, on his arrival, is not in danger of being pulled 
in pieces by officious hackmen, for here each has his place 
and must keep it. The vicinity of this depot presents a 
busy scene on the arrival and departure of the New York 
and Albany trains, and it is well worth the walk to wit* 
ness it. The branch roads uniting with this road are, the 
Brookline, Newton Lower Falls, and Saxonville ; the Mil« 
ford branch, from South Framingham depot to Milfbrd ; 
the Millbury branch, from Qrafion to Millbury ; and the 
Agricultural, flx)m South Framingham to Marlboro'. 

Brighton, the first stopping place on. this route, fiv^i 
miles ftxnn Boston, is a pleasant town oh the south side 
of Charles River. It la noted for its eaUh markitj the 
largest in New England. Monday is the market day^ 
when buyers and sellers congregate in large numbera to 
txaffic hi live stock. This town hq^ beeowiQ the residence 
of many persons of wealth and taste, who. occupy beauti^ 
fill country seats, with splendid gardens attached. WiiK 
slup'a Garden is fiuned fbr its nursery of fine fruit trees 
aaci shrubbery, and for ks grand display of fruita and 
ik^weis of every variety. Ji » free to visitore. 

Newton is both an agricultural and % \yaa^\ifaKteQgEsa% 
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town. Its borders are washed hj Charles Biver for sev- 
eral ipiles. There are two sets of falls on that river in 
this town, two miles apart, called the Upper and Lower 
Falls, on which are extensive paper mills, and other man* 
ufacturing establishments. There is a Theological Semi* 
narj here, established in 1825. 

Needham is now quite a mann&ctoring town, having 
several paper mills, a chocolate mill, a coach and car 
manu&ctory, and manu£E^;tories of shoes, hats, &c It 
has also quarries of stone, which are becoming yearly 
more valuable. 

Natick, seventeen miles distant from the city, (called by 
the Indians ^the place of hills,'') is watered in part by 
Charles Biver; it contains several delightful ponds, well 
stored with fish. The southern part of Long Fond is in 
this town, and is seen fix)m the cars while passing. The 
first Indian church in New England was. established here 
in 1660, under the direction of the apostle Eliot. 

Framingham, twenty-one miles from Boston, has the 
Sudbury Biver passing through its centre. Its fishing, 
fowling, and other sports make it an agreeable place of 
resort 

Hopkinton is twenty-four miles from Boston, and Graf- 
ton thirty-eight miles. The Western, Nashua, Norwich, 
and several other routes pass over this road, and through 
Worcester^ to gaid Boston* 
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Not &r from this depot atanda The Old Coloht 
AMD Fall Biteb Depot, at the comer of Eoeeland and 
South Sfeels. It is a pliun, substantial building of brick, 




and very oonvenient. Thia toad was opened for travel 
on the 19th of Xorember,. 1845, and extends from Boston 
to Fall River, and fivm Braintree to Plymouth. The 
branch roads connecUng with it are the South Shore, C^>e 
Cod, MiltoD, Middleboro', and Taunton roads. 

South Boston, the first stopping place, was formerly a 
part of Dtnrchester, and is connected with. Bostoo. ^^ t-«<& 
bn^igeB, and obo bj the Old ColoTiy wA'S^i'^^^t'^Kis- 
8» 
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road. Dorchester, four miles from Boston, lies on Dor- 
chester Bay, in Boston harbor. It is under a high state 
of cultivation — fruits, vegetables, and flowers being raised 
here in great abundance ; and this town, in consequence of 
the facilities for reaching Boston, has become a fiivorite 
place of residence for many of its citizens. 

Neponset Village, five miles from Boston, situated in 
the town of Dorchester, is on the Neponset River, near 
its mouth. It has considerable trade, and the population 
is rapidly increasing. 

Quincy, eight miles from Boston, is situated on Quincy 
Bay, in Boston harbor. The village, which is built on an 
elevated plain, is remarkable for its neatness and beauty. 
The ancestral estate of the Quincy family, one of the 
most beautiful residences in New England, is in this town. 
la a church in the village, erected in 1828 at a cost of 
forty thousand dollars, is a beautiful monument to the 
memory of John Adams and his wife. This town sup- 
plies the " Quincy granite,'* noted for its durability and 
beauty. Immense quantities are annually quarried and 
sent to various parts of the United States. 

The first railway constructed in this country was in 

Quincy, it being a short line of four miles, completed in 

1827. It was built for the purpose of conveying granite 

quarried in the Granite Hills to vessels lying in the Ne- 

poDset' River, and still remsdns in use. Of course horse 

power only was used. 
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North Braintree is ten and a half miles from Boston, 
Braintree eleven and a half, South Weymouth fifteen, 
North Abington eighteen, Abington nineteen and a quar- 
ter, South Abington twenty-one. North Hanson twenty- 
three and a quarter, Hanson twenty-four and three quar- 
ters, Plympton thirty, Kingston thirty-three. 

Plymouth, the terminus of the Old Colony road, is 
thirty-seven miles from Boston, and is celebrated as being 
the landing place of the "Pilgrims," who disembarked 
here on the 22d of December, 1620. It is the oldest 
town in New England. Pilgrim Hall, the building most 
worthy of notice, contains a valuable painting represent- 
ing the landing of tbe Pilgrims from the " Mayflower." It 
is thirteen by sixteen feet, and is valued at three thousand 
dollars. The cabinet of the Pilgrim Society contains 
many valuable antiquities. From Burying Hill, in the 
rear of the town, which is elevated one hundred and sixty 
feet above the level of the sea, is a fine view of the vil- 
lage, the harbor, and shipping beyond, with the coast for 
some miles in extent, " Plymouth Rock," a deeply inter- 
esting spot to New Englanders, is near the termination of 
Leyden Street. The town contains about two hundred 
ponds ; the largest, called Billington Sea, is about six 
miles in circumference. It is two miles south-west of 
the village, and contains a good supply of pickerel and 
perdi. . 
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The Naxiohai. Mohuiiest to thb Fobbtathbxs, & 
description of wMch we take from the Boston Ahnanac <d 
1856, is to be erected here. The design, cconprisee an 
octagonal pedestal, eigh^-three feet high, upon which 
stands a figure of Faith, rising to the height of seventj 
feet aiboye the platlbim of the pedestal, so thAt the whole 




monument will rise one hundred and flify-diree feet abore 
the earth upon which it rests. Faith is represented as 
standing upon a rock, holding in her left hand an open 
Bible^ while the other hand is uplifted towards heanot 
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From the four smaller &ces of the main pedestal project 
wings or buttresses, ^pon which are seated figures em- 
blematic of the principles upon which the Pilgrim Fathers 
proposed to found their commonwealth. These are Moral- 
ity, Law, Education, and Freedom. The %ides of the 
seats upon which they sit are decorated with niches, in 
which are statues appropriate to the figures above. 

Upon the larger &ces of the main pedestal are panels^ 
which are intended to contain records of the names, of the 
Pilgrims of the Mayflower, the events of the voyage, the 
prominent events in the early history of the colony, and 
the events which occurred previous to their departure from 
Delft Haven. Upon smaller panels, placed below these, 
are to be inscribed events connected with the Pilgrim So- 
ciety and the erection of the monument, with an appro- 
priate dedication. Upon the faces of the wing pedestals 
are panels designed to contain alto-reliefs of the departure 
from Delft Haven, the signing of the social compact in the 
cabin of the Mayflower, the landing at Plymouth, and the 
first treaty with the Indians. 

In the main pedestal is a chamber twenty-four feet in 
diameter, and firom the floor of this a stone staircase leads 
to the platform upon which stands the principal figure. 

The pedestal is eighty feet in diameter at the base, and 
the sitting figures upon the wings are forty feet high in 
their position. The figures in the panels are eighteen feet 
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in height In magnitude the montunent will fiur exceed 
any monumental structure of modem times, and will 
equal those stupendous woAa of the Egyptians which fi>r 
forty centuries have awed the world hy their grandeur* 
The figure of Faith will be larger than any known statue 
excepting that of ike great Ramses, now overthrown, and 
the Colossus of Rhodes ; and the sitting figultes are nearly 
equal in size. to the two statues of Ramses in the plain of 
Luxor. The architect of the monument is Mr. Hammatt 
Billings, and it is to be erected at Plymouth under the 
auspices of the Pilgrim Association. 



CHAPTER XI. 

BOSTON THEATRE. •^MELODEON. — BOSTON SOCIETY OF 

KATUBAL HISTORt. 

Bett7BNI1^§ to Washington Stareet, a short walk brings 
US to the Boston Theatre, one of the finest places of 
amusenient in the world, and by &r the most beautiful in 
America* It is situated on Washington and Mason Streets. 
The entiPittice front on the former is a simple three story 
buildingi twentj^&ur feet in width, covered with mastic, 
and with fid attempt at architectural display. On enter- 
ing, t^d visitor ascends the inclined plane of a spacious 
and elegant o^ter restibule, the walls of which, hand- 
somely <tftiameilt«d» snpjM^ a findy-arched ceiling. Here 
we pnxmre tick^^ tthd enter the inner vestihde; before 
us is a circular staircase, nine feet in width ; ascending, 
we find it conducts to the first and second circles. Enter- 
ing the auditorium, we find it to be about ninety feet in 
diameter, and circular in form, except that it slightly fiat- 
tens in the direction of the stage; the depth from the 
curtain to the back of the parquet being eighty-four feet. 
The firont of the stage projects into the auditorium eighteen 
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feet, and the height of the auditorium is aboat fiAj^bur 
feet. There are proscenium bcKxes on either side of the 
Btage, handsomely drifted. A space of ten or twelre ftet 




from the parquet wall, and nearly parallel wHh the front 
of the first tier, is separated and somewhat raised from tite 
middle portion of the house, the whole parquet floor, 
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however, being constructed in a dishing form, and varying 
several feet. Around the auditorium above are ike first 
and second tiers, the gallerj, and hanging in front, a little 
below the first tier or dress circle, is a light balcony con- 
taining two rows of seats. 

In the parquet and balcony there are iron-framed 
chairs, cushioned on the back, seat, and arms, and so con- 
trived that the seat rises when not in use; and the first 
and second tiers are fiimished with oaken-firamed sofas, 
covered with crimson plush, and the amphitheatre with 
iron-framed and cushioned settees. The walls of the 
auditorium are of a rose tint ; the fronts of the balcony 
and the second circle are elaborately and tastefully or- 
namented, and the frescoed ceiling embraces in its de- 
sign allegorical representations of the twelve months. 
Adding to the efiect of the painting, the ceiling is deco- 
rated with composition ornaments, many ef them richly 
gilded. In front, over the stage, is a splendid clock, with 
a movable diaL 

Returning to the vestibule, we turn to ike right, under 
the arches, and reach the parquet lobby. Passing through 
this apartment, we reach the saloon and dressing rooms of 
this story. The parquet corridor is gained by turning 
to the left, through the arches, until we arrive at the foot 
of the grand oaken staircase, Tfhich is built of solid oak, 
and separates on a broad landing into two branches, nine 

9 



feet in viddi, which tennioate in tlie divtt tireh toMg. 
Opposite the staircase are open arches conununicatiDg 
with the grand pr&mmade lalooH, which is forty-dx fe^ 
lonfb twenty-ax feet widei and twen^-«z feel ia^ and 




tastefully finished wjth ornamented walk and ceiling, and 
is elegantly fiimished. The corridors to the several stories 
extend entirely round the auditorium. 

The stage side of the theatre is wi Mason Street, and 
the doors and arches, breaking the sameness of the brick 
wall, comjnise a passage leading to the carpenter's shop 
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and steam imAB, a set of doable doors tm the intindne- 
tioa of horsee, carru^^es, Ac^ ahoold such ever be required 
for tbe purposes <^ the stage, a private door for the use 
ot the actors, and an audience entrance at the coiner <tf 
the building nearest West Street. 




The Btage is Bixt7'«even feet deep from die cwtfun, 
and, calcolated fimn the extreme fimit, or foot lights, 
meosores eig^ty-^re feet Hie cnrtain opening ie ^xnt 
finiy-eight feet in width b; fiirty-one in hdgfat. "niere is 
a depth of acaae thirty feet below the stage, and the height 
fromthettaeetotheflf &or is«xt74izfeet. These di»- 
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taiices allow tlie raising and lowering of scenes without 
hinges or joints, the use of which soon injures their ap- 
pearance. There are seven rows of side scenes, or wings, 
with considerable space beyond the most remote, for per- 
spective. The stage is provided with traps, bridges, and 
all imaginable contrivances for effect, and is believed to 
unite more improvements, and to be the best arranged of 
anj structure of the kind in this country. The green- 
room, on the level of the stage, is a decidedly comfortable 
looking apartment, thirty-four by eighteen feet, neatly fin- 
ished and tinted, handsomely carpeted, and furnished 
around the sides with cushioned seats, covered with dark- 
green enamelled clo^jb. Adjoining it is a small '^star** 
dressing room, appropriately fitted, and near by is an 
apartment for the manager, also a small property room. 
Above these are the actors' dressing rooms, furnished with 
water, heating apparatus, and all necessary conveniences ; 
and still higher is ihe stage wardrobe room. 

On the other side of the> stage there are additional 
dressing rooms ; above these a spacious property store- 
room. Below the extreme fix>nt of the stage is located 
the usual apartment for the use of the orchestni, with side 
rooms for the storage of music, instruments, &c. Farther 
back is a large dressing romn for the supernumeraries, 
and two or three stories of cellars arranged for the recep- 
tion of scenes from above, and for a variety of other pur- 
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poses. The walls separating the stage from the audito- 
rium are of brick, and considered fire-proo^ while the dUr- 
tain opening is provided with a safety screen of iron net- 
work^ balanced by weights, and managed with machinery 
SO arranged as to be operated from either side of the cur- 
tain walL Should any portion of the stage or its sur- 
roundings ever take fire during a performance, this curtain 
can be immediately lowered, and afford complete protec- 
tion to an audience. 

Close to the entrance on Washingtcm Street is the Melo- 
DEON, a small, comfortable hall, used for religious, pano- 
ramic, and other . exhibitions. 

The rooms of the Boston Society op Natural 
History are in the brick building adjoining the Boston 
Theatre, id Mason Street They are nine in number. 
One of them is occupied by the librarian, and each of 
the others by objects of interest in the different depart- 
ments of natural history. All who desire have frte 
access to the cabinet every Wednesday ; and strangers in 
the city, who cannot conveniently visit it on that day, can 
obtain admission at any time by application to an officer 
of the society. The main room, which is entered from 
the first floor, contains skeletons of different animals from 
all parts of the world, from that of the huge mastodon to 
the slender bones of the sprightly squirreL In an ante- 
room, are caises filled with rare specimens of geology and 

9* 
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mineralogy. Aroimd the main room is a li^ inm bal- 
ccfhj, giving access to the glass cases, which are likewise 
filled with things strange and wonderful fix>m all parts of 
the known world. Here are skulls and mummies, fishes 
and serpents, fossil remains and foot marks of those huge 
animals that walked, or birds that flew, before Adam arose 
fix>m kindred earth. Ascending to the next story, we 
enter a room nearly filled with every variety of birds, 
fix>m the albatross to the minute humming bird, while in 
the centre are long cases filled with eggs of the different 
species, and many kinds of nests. One of the anterooms 
is filled with shells, seemingly in endless variety, "wbaJe 
specimens of moss, sponges, corals, and aquatic plants 
enliven the collection with their singular beauty. Another 
anteroom is filled with fishes. In yet another room the 
various members of the serpent family are preserved. 
Here we may see the enormous boa, the fairy green snake, 
the agile black snake, the famed hooded snake of India, 
and the poisonous coppar head of our own country. Here, 
also, is the fasetncUing rattlesnake, and such numbers of 
the creeping race that a crawling feeling comes over us, 
and we quit the room with a feeling of relief. 

Many strangers leave the city without seeing the spl^a- 
did cabinet of this society, and many residents are not 
even aware of its existence. But whether resident or 
stranger, ihe visitor will be well repaid for the expendi- 
ture of tjme» 
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The library belonging to the Massachusetts Society of 
Natural History contains several thousand volumes and 
a number of valuable manuscripts. The society hold 
monthly meetings, and several of their proceedings have 
been published. The institution now owns the building 
which was formerly occupied by the Massachusetts Medi- 
cal College; but the building has been remodelled, to 
adapt it to its present purposes. The whole estate cost 
about thirty thousand dollars, which was obtained by sub- 
scription fix>m the liberal citizens of Boston. 



CHAPTER XII. 

MEBOASmLS LIBRABT. — LOWELL INSTITUTE. — OBD- 

WAT HALL. -— BRATTLE STREET CHURCH. 

« 

The Mercantile Library Association occupies the 
second floor in Mercantile Building, at the comer of Haw- 
ley and Summer Streets, the main entrance being fix>m 
the latter. 

The Newipaper Soom, which occupies the fiont of the 
building, facing on Summer Street, is about fifty feet 
square, and is Aimished with twenty-two stands for papers, 
made in the most approved form, and handsomely finished. 
These stands are supplied with one hundred and sixty 
newspapers, comprising nearly all of the better class of 
daily papers throughout the country, and a well-selected 
list of foreign weeklies and dailies, offering the largest 
and best selection of any reading room in New England. 

Besides the facilities for gathering news, there are other 
attractions to interest visitors. Facing you, as you enter, 
hangs a fine copy of Stuart's Washington, a gift fix>m the 
Hon. Edward Everett; and around the walls are sus- 
pended portraits of Webster, Hamilton, Yespucius, Colum- 

(105) 



i 



106 BOSTON SIGHTS. 

bus, and some of our much-honored citizens of Boston, 
viz. : Thomas H. Ferlbns, Peter C. Brooks, David 
Sears, William Graj, Thomas C. Amory, and Robert 
G. Shaw. 

Prominent among the attractions and ornaments df the 
room stands the marble statue of the ^ Wounded Indian,'' 
by Peter Stephenson. This truly American wmrk, aside 
from its exceUence as a work of art, is celebrated as being 
the first statue executed in the marble of this country, and 
also as being the only piece of sculpture on exhibition at 
the World's Fair at London that was designed and^ com- 
pleted in the United States. 

Passing from the Reading Room, you enter the periodi- 
cal room. This room is about one third as large as the 
other, and is frimished with ten reading tables and a con- 
venient table in the centre, on which are displayed the 
periodicals. There are also cases on one side of the 
room, filled with encydopssdias, lexicons, and other WQrks 
of reference. 

Adjoining the Newspaper Room is a small eahinet con- 
taining the curiosities belonging to the association, as well 
as those belonging to the Marine Society. 

The library room is seventy-five feet four inches long, 
by twenty feet six inches wide. The books are arranged 
on the walls and in twenty-two alcoves extending fi^m the 
walls on both sides, leaving a clear passage through the 
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c^tre ci six feet in width. The present shelving of the 
library will contain twentj-five thousand volumes. Its 
capacity may be doubled by means of a light gaUery, 
accessible by an iron circular stairway. The number of 
volumes in the library at present is eighteen thousand, 
and is increasing at the rate of two thousand annually. 

•By the terms of the constitution, any person engaged 
in mercantile pursuits, who is more than fourteen years of 
age, may become a member of the association by the pay- 
ment of two dollars annually. Persons not engaged in 
mercantile pursuits may become subscribers, and be enti- 
tled to all the privileges of members, except that of voting, 
by the payment of two dollars ; and ladies may become 
subscribers on the same terms. 

Mercantile Hall will acccHimiodate about seven hundred 
persons, is centrally located, easy of access, and lighted 
from the ceiling. It is well ventilated, and furnished with 
two anterooms on each side of the rostrum. It is a pleas- 
ant, cheerful room, and remarkably well adapted by its 
c(Mistruction for a lecture or concert room, and is in much 
demand for these purposes. 

The main entrance to the hall is from Summer Street, 
by a broad and independent passage way from the top of 
the staircase, which renders it unnecessary for persons to 
pass through the other rooms in order to enter the hall. 
There is another entrance frx>m Hawley Street ; and by 
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this passage ladies who eome to the libraiy for books, 
and do not wish to pass throng the reading and period- 
•ical rooms, can reach the librarian's desk. 

A course of lectores is delivered before the associatiim 
each winter bj talented speakers. Tickets^ admitting a 
gentleman and ladj, are sold onlj to members. The pop- 
ularity of these lectures has been so great, that, although 
delivered in the largest hall in the city, it has been found 
necessary on several occasions, within a few years, to 
establish two courses in order to accommodate all the 
applicants for tickets. 

This institution is the oldest of all the Mercantile li- 
brary Associations in the country, having been founded in 
March, 1820. Among the many institutions founded in 
this city for intellectual, moral, and social improvement, 
none are exerting a more beneficial influence, or are more 
firmly established in the confidence of the people. 

The Lowell Institute, with an entrance fix>m Wash- 
ington Street, is the next object of interest It was founded 
by John Lowell, Jr., Esq., for the support of regular courses 
of popular and scientific lectures. The sum bequeathed 
for this purpose amounts to about two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars. By his will he provides for the main- 
tenance and support of public lectures on natural and 
revealed religion, physics and chemistry, with their appli- 
cation to the arts, and on geology, botany, and other use- 
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fhl subjects. These lectures are all free. The season for 
delivering them is from October to April, during which 
period four or five courses (of twelve lectures each) are 
usually delivered. Mr. Lowell died at Bombay in March, 
1886, in the thirty-seventh year of his age. 

Ordway Hall is situated in Province House Court. 
The building is very old ; and when Massachusetts was 
a province, the colonial governors resided here. The 
king's coat of arms, that once adorned this building, is 
still treasured in the rooms of the Massachusetts Histor- 
ical Society, and seems to have suffered more frx>m the 
tooth of time than the stanch old building it once adorned. 
Perhaps the smoke frx>m Lexington and Concord dimmed 
its bright colors, tarnished its gilding, and caused it to 
be laid aside forever. The walls of this old house, that 
once echoed with kings' decrees, eloquent speeches, and 
loyal toasts, now ring with the gay laugh, tender songs, 
and humorous jests of the negro minstreL The hall, 
under the management of Mr. Ordway, has become de- 
servedly popular, as order is preserved, and all that may 
offend banished. 

Brattle Street Church stands in Brattle Square. 
The first house of worship, a wooden building, was taken 
down in May, 1772, to make room for the present one, 
which was built upon the same spot, and consecrated July 
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25, 1778. In the front wall, near a window, may be eeco 
die veritable cannon ball shot from Washington's camp in 
Cambridge, at the time Boaton was in posBeeaion of the 
Bridsh. 




CHAPTER XIII 

■V 

HOWARD ATHEN^UM. — BOWfiOIN SQUARE. — NATIONAL 

THEATRE. LOWELL DEPOT. EASTERN RAILROAD 

DEPOT. — FITCHBUR6 DEPOT. — COPP*S HILL. — BfAINE 
DEPOT. 

The Howard Athenjeum is centrally located, and 
fronts on Howard Street, occupying the spot where once 
stood the house in which Gk)yemor Eustis died. The the- 
atre, although not large, is one of the most comfortable 
places of amusement in the city, and is deservedly popular. 
Not far from here is Bowdoin Square, surrounded by 
some of the finest buildings in Boston. On one side rise 
the lofty walls of the ^ princely Revere ; " on another, 
^ Coolidge Block," (a splendid building of stone,) the strong 
granite walls of Bowdoin Square Churchy the '^ United 
States Courts^ which occupy the " old Parkman mantion^* 
and massive " Grore Block ; " while fix)m the centre start 
the cars for Cambridge, Mount Auburn, &c There are 
several objects of interest not properly in the route we 
have marked out, and perhaps it were as well to diverge 
here, although obliged to return. 

(Ill) 
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The National Theatre, firmdng on Traverse Street 
IB one hundred and twenty feet long by seventy^ve feet 
wide, excluaive of saloons, refreshment rooms, &c^ whidi 
are spacious and conTeuient. The leading arclutectaral 
features are Doric, presenting broad pilasters with sli^ 
projections <»i the front, which support an unbroken en* 




tablature and a pediment eighteen feet high at each end. 
The roof is covered with slate and zinc, and is eurmountcd 
by an octagonal lantern, twelve feet in diameter and 
eighteen feet hi^ having a wmdow on each of its sidesJ 
The structure is covered on the exterm walls with oemeol^ 
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in imitation of freestone, which gives a uniform and beau- 
fiil appearance. 

The main ceiling of the interior is a single arch, of 
fifly-five feet span, rising within nine feet of the ridge. 
The gallery is entirely above the level cornice of the* 
building, having an arched ceiling, which rises five feet 
higher than the main ceiling, and is ventilated by a large 
round window placed in the centre of tbe tympanum. 
The proscenium presents an opening forty feet wide and 
thirty-three feet high. The circle of boxes is so arranged 
that in every part of the house a iuU view is had of the 
stage. The pit is unusually large, and although removed 
for many years, has been reinstated, and now contains 
about five hundred seats. The National has been a very 
popular theatre, and in the hands of a good manager is 
always profitable. 

« 

The Boston and Lowell Depot, at the foot of 
Ix)well Street, is a plain brick building, with no preten- 
sions to architectural elegance. The length of the road 
proper is twenty-six miles. The branch road connecting 
is the Wobum Branch. The towns passed through on the 
road to Lowell are,— 

East Cambridge, a flourishing place, with many exten- 
sive manufactories, of which the glass works are the most 
-important. 

Somerville, three miles distant. 

i 
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Medfwd, Ave miles from Boston, is lU the head of iisri> 
gation on the M3rBtic ^ver, and noted for its ship building 

Woburn, ten miles, has a varied aitd pleasing aspect, 
and contains some beautiM fitinw. Horn I'<md, in this 




town, is a delightfiil sheet of water, smTonnded b; ever- 
greens, and ia bo remarkable for its rural beauties as to 
attract many visitors from a distance. 

WJlmiogton is fifteen mUea, Billerica nineteen miles, 
KUerica Mills twenty-two miles, and Lowell twen^-dz 
miles from Boston. 

Thb Eastebit Bailroad Dxfoi, which is built of 
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wood, sttrnds on Causeway Street, at tlte foot of Friend' 
and Csnal Streets. The length of the road to Ports- 
mouth is fiftj-flix miles, or to Portland one hundred and 




seven miles. On the way to Portsmouth the following 
towns are passed through i — 

Lynn, nine miles distant, is noted for its shoe trade. 

Salem, sixteen miles, was formerly engaged in the East 
India trade, but has decUned in commercial importance, 
most of its shipping having been removed to Boston, 
although continuing to be owned in Salem. The Museum 
of the East India Marine Society is well worth a visit, for 
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which tickets of admission can be procured gratis, on ap- 
plication. It is remarkable for the variety and extent of 
its natural and artificial curiosities, collected from every 
part of the world. The road passes through a tunnel 
built under Essex and Washington Streets, and is thence 
carried over a bridge of considerable length to Beverly. 

Beverly, sixteen tiiiles from Boston, is ccmnected with 
Salem by a bridge across the North River fifteen hundred 
Jeet in length. 

Wenham is twenty-two miles, Ipswich twenty-seven 
miles, Rowley thirty-one miles, Newburyport thirty-six 
miles. The celebrated George Whitefield died in this 
town in September, 1770. .Salisbury Beach, is thirty- 
eight miles, Seabrook forty-two miles, Hampton forty-six 
miles, and Portsmouth fifly-six miles from Boston. The 
branch roads connecting with this road are the Saugus, 
Marblehead, South Reading, Gloucester, Essex, and Ames- 
bury branches. 

The FiTCHBURG Depot fronts on Causeway Street, at 
the comer of Haverhill Street The building, which is 
three hundred and sixteen feet- long, ninety-six feet wide, 
and two stories high, is of Fitchburg granite, and one of 
the handsomest depots in this country. Several roads 
unite with this road, and the Lexington and West Cam- 
bridge, Watertown and Marlboro', Peterboro' and Shirley 
branches; and the Worcester and Nashua, and Stony 
Brook Railroads connect at Groton Junction. 
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Charleatovn, &e first place reached afi«r crossing the 
viaduct over Charles River, is built on a peniiiBala formed 
by the Charles and Mystic ffivera, and is connected with 
Boston by two pubUc bridges, by one with Chelsea and 




ilalden, over the Mystic, and with Cambridge by a bridge 
over Charles Kver. 

Somerrille is three miles, Waltham ten miles. Concord 
twenty mjles, Groton thirtyflTe miles, and Fitehbui^ fiily 
miles from Boston. 

Copt's Hill, not lar tkim the Fitchburg Depot, was 
fimnerlj caDed Snow HilL It came mto the poBseseioa 
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of tbe Ancient and Honorable Artillery Conqmny ; and 
when, in 1775, they were forbidden by General Gage to 
parade on the Common, they went to thia, thek own 
ground, and drilled in defiance of bis threats. The ibrt, 
or battery, tLat was built there by the Bridsh, jnet before 
the battle of Bunker Hill, stood near its south-east brow, 
adjoining the burying ground. The remains f}£ many 
eminent men repose in this little cemetery. Close by tbe 




entrance is the vault of the Mather family, covered by a 
plain oblong structure of brick, three feet high and «bout 
six feet long, upon which is hud a heavy brofm stone 
slab, with a tablet of slate, bearing the following inscrip- 
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The Eereieiid Doctius locreaw, Cotton, utd Sunuel Mathi 
Interred in this vault. 

IKCSSMB died AaguM 27, 1723, M. St. 
CoTTOM " Feb. 13, 1T2T, " 66. 
RlKiiEL ** Jul. 27, 1785, « 79. 

The whole is surrounded bj a neat iron railing. 




The Boston and Mainf, Railroad Depot fronts 
on Haymarket Square. It is a fine large brick building, 
two Btories high, and ia more centrally located than any 
other depot in the city. The lower part is used by the 
Company, but the lai^ge upper hall is occupied as a carpet 
waieioom by Tetu^ & Co. This road is seventy-four 
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miles long, and reaches to Portland. The cars pass 
through Charlestown, which is distant one mile. Maiden, 
four miles. South Beading, ten miles, Beading, twelve 
miles, Wilmington, eighteen miles, Andover, twenty-three 
miles, Lawrence, twent j-six miles. North Andover, twenty- 
eight miles, Bradford, thirty-two miles, Haverhill, thirty- 
three miles, Exeter, fifly miles, Dover, sixty-ei^it miles, 
and Portland, one hundred and eleven miles. 

Most of the towns passed through by this road are 
large manufacturing towns, Lawrence in particular being 
a second Lowell, and bearing the name of one of Massa- 
chusetts' noblest sons, through whose influence it gained its 
present thriving position. 
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KA6SACBDSETTS OEKEBAL HOSPITAL. — MASaACHCSETTS 

UEDICAL COLLEGE. CITT JAIL. BYE AND EAH 

IKFIBUABT. 




■ Eetdrning to Bowdoin Square, and reBtmimg our 
poDte, a ehort walk brings us to the Mabsachcsetts Gek- 
EKAL Hospital. This building is located in Allen Street. 
11 (121) 
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It had originallj a front of one hundred and sixfy-ei^ 
feet, with a depth of fifty-four feet^ and a portico of ei^ 
Ionic columns ; but in the year 1846 it was enlarged, and 
now furnishes accommodations for above one hundred 
patients. It is built of Chelmsford granite, the oolumns 
of their capitals being of the same materiaL In the oen* 
tre of the two principal stories are the rooms of the officers 
of the institution. Above these is the operating theatre, 
which is lighted from the dome. The wings of the build- 
ing are divided into wards and sick rooms. The staircase 
and floorings of the entries are of stone. The whole 
house is supplied with heat by air flues frt>m fiunaces, and 
with water by pipes and a forcing pump. 

The premises have been improved by the planting of 
ornamental trees and shrubs, and the extension of the 
gravel walks for those patients whose health will admit 
of exercise in the open air, while a high fence gives 
retirement to a spot that should be always stilL Applica- 
tions for admission of patients must be made at the Hos- 
pital in Allen Street between nine and ten A. M. on each 
day of the week except Sunday. In urgent cases, how- 
ever, application may be made at other times. Applica- 
tions fit)m the country may be made in writing, addressed 
to the admitting physician ; and when a free bed is de- 
sired, a statement of the pecuniary circumstances of the 
patient must be made. No visitors are admitted to the 
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hospital without a special permit from the officers or 
trustees. The patients may be visited by their friends 
daily, between twelve and one o'clock. 

The McLean Asylum fob the Insane is under the 
direction of the trustees of the Massachusetts General 
Hospital, it being a branch of that institution ; and although 
situated in Somerville, it may not be amiss to describe it 
here. It is about one mile from Boston, on a delightful 
eminence, and consists of an elegant house for the super- 
intendent, widi a wing at each end, handsomely constructed 
of brick, for the accommodation of the inmates, and has a 
large haU fifty feet long by twenty-five feet wide and four- 
teen high. The institution is supplied with billiard tables, 
&C., for t&e amusement of the inmates, who here receive 
not only the care, comforts, and attention, but the luxuries 
and retirement, which they had enjoyed at home. 

The male boarders and the female boarders have apart- 
ments'in buildings entirSIy separated, and attended solely 
by persons of their own sex. No newspapers, pamphlets, 
Or books are admitted without the assent of the attendant 
physician. * 

Two practitioners in physic and two in surgery are 
annually appointed by the board of trustees, to act as a 
board of consultation. Two of the board of trustees form 
the visiting committee for the month, and each month are 
sacoeeded by two others. They meet at the asylum every 
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Tuesday, to act upon applications for admission and dis- 
charges. ^ They shall fix the rate of board so low as to 
make it as much a charitable institution as its fanda will 
permit, always regarding the circumstances of the respec- 
tive boarders, and the accommodation they may receive." 
The lowest rate of board is three dollars per week. 

Near the hospital in Allen Street, and at the foot of 
of North Grove Street, stands the Massachusetts Med- 
ical College. This building will accommodate more 
than three hundred students, besides affording ample space 
for the cabinet which has been collected for medical and 
anatomical purposes, as well as for all the other objects of 
the institution. 

This institution is properly a branch of Harvard Col- 
lege ; and taking into view the amount of instruction given 
in this school, the extensive apparatus with which it is 
furnished, its connection with the numerous cases and 
operations of one of the best conducted hospitals in the 
United States, together with the generally thorough acqui- 
sitions and high respectability of its graduates, it may be 
doubted whether any seminary in the country offers the 
means of a more complete professional education than 
may be obtained in the medical school at Boston. 

The cabinet contains the " Warren anatomical cabinet,** 
(consisting of the donations of Dr. Nichols, formerly of 
London, and others, with a large number of preparations 
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by himself,) plaster models representing varions surgical 
diseases, &c.,^ui extensive collection of preparations in 
waXy showing various tumors and diseases of the skin, 
many beautiful magnified drawings of subjects in anatomy 
and surgery, specimens and colored engravings of medici^ 
nal plants, &g. 

By the will of Dr. Warren, his skeleton is to be pre- 
sented to this college, and the institution whose interests 
he for so many years strove to forward is to become the 
recipient of his remains. A large medical library is con- 
nected with the institution. 

The New City Jail is located on a street to be a 
continuation of Charles Street northerly, between it and 
Grove Street, on land reclaimed from the ocean, about 
one hundred feet north of Cambridge Street, between that 
street and the Medical CoUege. 

The Jail consists of a centre octagonal building having 
four wings radiating from the centre. The main building 
is seventy feet square, and eighty-five feet in height It 
is but two stories high, the lower one of which contains 
the great kitchen, scullery, bakery, and laundry. The 
i^per st(M7 contains the great central guard and inspec- 
tion room. This room is seventy feet square, and con- 
tains the galleries and staircases connecting with the gal- 
leries outside of the cells in the three wings. 

The north, south, and east wings contain the ceUs^ 
.11* 
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and are constnicted upon the "Aubum pIsD,** being a 
prison within a prison. The north and south winga each 
measure eighty feet dx inches iu length, fifij-five feet in 
width, and fiAj-eix feet in height. The east wing inea»- - 
ares one hundred and sixtj-fiiur feet six inches in length, 
fifty-five feet in width, and fifty-six feet in height above 




the surface of the ground. The west wing measures fifly- 
five feet in width, slxty-^ur feet in length, and of wiiform 
height with the three other wings, four stories in height, 
the lower one of which centos &e family kitchen and 
Scullery of the jailer. 
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The exterior of the structure is entirely of Quincy 
granite, formed with split ashlar in courses, with cornices 
and other projecting portions hammered or dressed; the 
remaining portions of the entire building, both inside and 
outside, are of brick, iron, and stone, excepting the inte- 
rior of the west wing, which is finished with wood. 
. The Eye and Ear Infirmary is situated on Charles 
Street, a short distance south of Cambridge Bridge. The 
building is of brick, and consists of a main building and 
two wings. The front of the principal building (which is 
sixty-seven feet in length and forty-four feet deep) is em- 
bellished by stone dressings to all the windows, doors, 
cornices in the Italian style. The wings retire from the 
front eleven feet, and are perfectly plain. In the base- 
ment are the kitchen, wash room, laundry, refectory 
wards, baths, store rooms, &c. .In the first story in the 
main building are rooms for the matron and committee, 
and receiving and reading rooms'; in the wings are the 
male wards, with operating, apothecary, and bath rooms. 
In the second story are accommodations for the matron, 
and private female wards. The building is provided with 
a thorough system of ventilation, and the whole surrounded 
by a spacious, airy ground, shut out from the street by a 
high brick wall. This institution is intended exclusively 
for the poor, and no fees are permitted to be taken. 

In the rear of the Infirmary, and extending from the 
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west end of Cambridge Street to the opposite shore in 
Cambridge, is Camhridge Bridgey seeming (from a little 
distance) like a huge cable confining Boston to the main 
land. This bridge was the second built over Charles 
River, and the first bridge over which a horse railroad 
left the city. To the original proprietors a toll was 
granted for seventy years from the opening of the bridge, 
which, together with the causeway, was estimated to have 
cost twenty-three thousand pounds lawfiil money. 



The vicinity of Boston presents a succession of villages 

obably not to be paralleled for beauty in the United 

tates. They are generally the residence of business 

aen from the city ; and a suburban residence has become 

30 attractive, and the villages so stocked with comforts 

and luxuries, that many wealthy families who used for- 

meriy to pass the winter in the city and the summer in 

tte country make the latter their permanent dwelling- 

.place 

THE SUBURBAN SIGHTS. 

only, and the correct method of seeing them, we propose 
to give, as it would be impossible, within our limits, and 
not to our purpose, to describe the suburban towns, which 
are all worthy of a visit. Therefore we shall merely de- 
scribe the suburban sights, and leave the visitor to dis- 
cover new beauties in each town he may visit. 

(129) 



CHAPTER XV. 

CAMBBIDGE SIGHTS. — OLD FOBTIFICATIOXS, HARVABD 
IKSTITUTE, OOBE HAXL, WASHINGTON HOUSE, BIEDE- 
SEL HOUSE, WASHINGTON ELM. — MOUNT AUBUBN. 

Taking the cars fix)m Bowdoin Square, it takes but a 
short time to be landed in Cambridge. At the comer of 
loman Street stands a noble mansion, shaded by fine treesi 
and with a noble lawn in front. Previoas to the revolu- 
tion it was owned and occupied by Balph Inman, a wealthy 
tory, who was unceremoniously dispossessed, and his fine 
house assigned as head quarters to the redoubtable General 
Putnanu The street which leads up to the side entrance 
of the house perpetuates the name of its original owner. 

The ridge of land called Dana Hill, which is approached 

by an almost imperceptible ascent, forms the natural 

boundary between the **Port" and "Old Cambridge.** 

On the smnmit of this ridge, on the right hand side of the 

road, was located one of the chain of redoubts erected by 

the Americans at the outset of the revolution. Tracesf 

of it have been visible within a very few years, but they 

are now ■'''■ ted in the march of improvement -~ that 

(181) 
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Bsme spirit of progress which made it aecesaary to cut a 
road through another old fort, a little beyond the (me juat 
meationed, on the opposite side of the way. l^e land 
never having been required for building purposes, thu 
redoubt coqdnaed in a foie state of preservation, and its 
embankment and fosse were pl^nly distinguishable. 

Sldll following the " Maia Street," it ia not long before 




Ihe turrets of Gore Hall — the libraiy building of the 
nniversity — come in sight, and a side glimpse of the 
other college buildings is obtained through the trees. 
GoKE Hall is of recent construction. The outer walls 



CAMBBIDGE. 133 

of the building are of rough Quincy granite laid in regu- 
lar courses, with hammered stone buttresses, towers, pin- 
nacles, drip stones, &c. The inner walls, colunms, and 
the main floor are of brick, covered with hard pine ; the 
partitions are strengthened by iron columns concealed 
within them, aQd the roof and galleries rest on iron railers. 
It is in the form of a Latin cross, the extreme length of 
which externally is one hundred and forty feet, and through 
the transept eighty-one and a half feet. 

The interior contains a hall one hundred and twelve 
feet long and thirty-five feet high, with a vaulted ceiling 
supported by twenty ribbed columns. The spaces between 
the colunms and side walls are divided by partitions into 
stalls or alcoves for books, above and below the gallery. 
The library is divided into four departments, viz. : Public, 
Law, Theological, and Medical. It contains ninety thou- 
sand volumes. Among its curiosities are seven Greek 
manuscripts, (one a fragment of an evangelistary, proba- 
bly of the ninth century,) and several Oriental manuscripts, 
in Arabic, Persian, Hindostanee, Japanese, &c 

Of Roman coins the library has six hundred and seventy- 
one in copper, forty-three in silver, and one in gold; of 
ancient coins other than Roman, eight There are over 
five hundred modem coins of all sorts, and a large number 
of medals. 

In term thne the library is open on the first four secu- 

12 
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lar days of the week, from nine A. M. till one P. M., and 
from two till four P. M., and on Fridays from nine A. M. 
till one P. M. ; excepting the first Friday of each tenn, 
Christmas Day, the days of public Fast and Thanksgiv- 
ing, and the Fridays following them, the Fourth of July, 
and the days of public exhibitions and the Dudleian Lec- 
ture, during the exercises. In the vacations the library is 
open every Monday frx)m nine A. M. till one P. M. AH 
persons who wish to have access to the library, or to bring 
their friends to see it, are expected to make their visits on 
the days and within the hours above named. 

University Hall is a handsome granite edifice, and 
contains the chapel, lecture rooms, &c. Besides the large 
halls occupied by the under graduates, there are Divtnitt 
Hall, appropriated to theological students, and Holden 
Chapel, which contains the anatomical museum, &c. A 
large observatory is furnished with one of the largest and 
finest telescopes in the world. The Legislative Gov- 
ernment is vested in a corporation, which consists 'of the 
president and six fellows, and a board of overseers, com- 
posed of the president, the governor and lieutenant gov- 
ernor of the state, the members of the executive council 
and the Senate, and the speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, ex officiisy together with thirty others, fifteen 
clergymen and fifteen laymen, elected for the purpose. 
The faculty of instruction, embracing the professional and/ 
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scientific schools, consists of the president, twenty-eight 
professors, five tutors, and several teachers. The degree 
of Bachelor of Arts is conferred at the close of a course 
of four years' study. The term of study for the divinity 
school is three years ; that of the law school, three years 
for graduates of any college, and five for students who 
Lave not received a classical education. There are very 
liberal funds appropriated to the support of students who 
require assistance in the prosecution of their studies. 
The law school, which enjoys a high repute, was estab- 
lished in 1817. The lectures to the medical students are 
delivered at the Massachusetts Medical College, in Boston. 
^ degree of M. D. is conferred only upon those students 
^ho have attended the courses of lectures, and spent three 
years under the tuition of a regular physician. 

The foundation of Harvard TJniversity is one of the 
jnaost honorable events in the history of Massachusetts. 
In 1630, six- years only after the settlement of Boston, 
the General Court appropriated four hundred pounds for 
the establishment of a school or college at Cambridge, 
then called Newtown. When we consider the scantiness 
of the colonial resources, and the value of money at that 
tune, the allowance appears no less than munificent. The 
colonial records mention this appropriation in the follow- 
ing terms : ** The court agreed to give four hundred pounds 
towards a school or college, whereof two hundred pounds 
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be paid the next yeari and two hundred poonds when the 
woi^ is finished, and the next court to appoint where and 
what building." Hie colonists were then involyed in the 
Pequod war. Savage says the sum was ^ equal to a yearns 
rate of the whole colony.** But the college owes its exist- 
ence in fiM^t — for it is doubtful whether the legislature 
would have carried their plans beyond the establishment 
of a granmiar school — to the liberality of an English 
clergyman, the Rev. John Harvard, who died in Charles- 
town in 1638. Very Htde is known respecting this 
benefactor of learning. His birthplace, even, cannot be 
ascertained. He was, however, a man of education, hav- 
ing graduated at Cambridge University, England; and 
he preached in Newtown, afterwards Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts. Harvard left by will one half of his estate, 
about eight hundred pounds sterling, to the school which 
the legislature had established in Newtown. His bequest 
gave a vigorous impetus to the new establishment, and the 
General Court at once determined to -erect it into a col- 
lege, to be called Harvard, in commemoration of its bene- 
factor ; while in honor of the classic seat of learning in 
the mother country, where so many of the colonists had 
been educated, the name of Newtown was changed to 
that of Cambridge. " It pleased God," says a contempo- 
rary writer, " to stir up the heart of one Mr. Harvard (a 
flgi^^gentleman and lover of learning then living among 
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lis) to give one half of his estate towards the erection of 
a college, and all his library." 

" When," says Edward Everett, in his address delivered 
at the erection of a monument to John Harvard, in the 
graveyard at Charlestown, September 26, 1828, " we think 
of the mighty importance, in our community, of the sys- 
tem of public instruction, and regard the venerable man 
whom we commemorate as the first to set the example of 
contributing liberally for the endowment of places of edu- 
cation, (an example faithfully imitated in this region in 
almost every succeeding age,) we cannot, as patriots, 
admit that any honor which it is in our power to pay to 
his memory is beyond his desert." 

The impulse given by John Harvard's generosity placed 
the permanence of the college out of danger. Four years 
after Harvard's death, a class graduated, whose finished 
education reflected the highest credit on their alma mater. 
The university became the pride of the colony. English 
youths were sent hither to receive their education. The 
legislature continued its guardianship and care, and aided 
it by timely donations, while private individuals, animated 
by the spirit and example of Harvard, poured their con- 
tributions and bequests into its treasury. It was richly 
endowed, and in resources, buildings, library, and profes- 
sorships it takes precedence of all other institutions of 
learning in the country. 

12* 
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The annual oommenoement sdll attracts crowds^ and is 
regarded with interest; and for two centories it was to 
Cambridge, Boston, and its environs the great event of 
the year. It gadiered together all the dignitaries, all the 
learning, and all the beauty and &shion of the land. The 
universitj comprises a department for under graduates 
and schools of theology, law, and medicine. A most im- 
portant addition to the educational advantages of Cam- 
bridge was the founding of the Scientific School, in 
1848, by Hon. Abbott Lawrence, with a fund of fif)y 
thousand dollars, which has since been largely increased. 
In this school, young men who have not* received a classi- 
cal education can be fitted for various departments of 
business, as chemists, civil engineers, navigators, &c 

On the lefi, opposite Grore Hall, is seen a large, square, 
old-fashioned house, at a little distance from the street, 
which was built by Mr. Apthorp, who was a native of 
Boston, but received his education at the university of 
Cambridge, in England, where he took orders, and received 
the appointment of missionary to the newly-established 
church in this place. He is said tp have been a very am- 
bitious man, and to have had his eye upon a bishopric, 
which he fondly hoped would be established in New Eng- 
land, having Cambridge for its centre, and himself the 
metropolitan. It must be confessed that the stately man- 
sion which was erected for his use, still styled '< the BisH- 
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op's Palace," far surpassing id pretensions the general- 
ity of houses at that day, gives some countenance to the 
traditionary report of his aristocratic predilections. But 
whatever may have been his expectations, they were 
doomed to disappointment, and his house — the same 
which, a few years after the departure of its original pro- 
prietor, received the haughty Burgoyne beneath its roof, 
not as a master, but as a discomfited prisoner of war^^ 
yet retains unmistakable traces of its former elegance. 

Let the stranger stroll along the old road to Watertown 
— the Brattle Street of the modems. Leaving the ven- 
erable Brattle mansion on the left, — now cast into the 
shade by the " Brattle House," erected on a portion of its 
once elegant domain, — and passing beyond the more 
thickly settled part of the village, he will find, on each 
side of the way, spacious edifices, belonging to some for- 
mer day and generation; extensive gardens, farms, and 
orchards, evidently of no modem date ; and trees whose 
giant forms were the growth of years gone by. Who 
built these stately mansions, so unlike the usual New Eng- 
land dwellings of ancient days, with their spacious lawns, 
shaded by noble elms, and adorned with shmbbery ? Who 
were the proprietors of these elegant seats, which arrest 
the attention and charm the eye of the passing traveller ? 
Who were the original occupants of these abodes of aris- 
tocratic pride and wealth, — for such they must have been, 
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Prominent among theae residences of the njaSsts of 
olden time b that of Colonel John Taseall, which became 
in July, 1773, the head quarters of General Washington; 
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an edifice even more elegant and spacious than its fellows, 
standing in the midst of shrubbery and stately elms, a 
little distance £rom the street, once the highway from Har- 
Tard IJniyersity to Waltham. At this mansion, and at 
Winter Hill, Washington passed most of his time after 
taking command of the continental army, until the evacu- 
ation of Boston in the following spring. Its present 
owner is Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, widely known 
in the world of literature as one of the most gified men 
of the age. It is a spot worthy of the residence of an 
American bard so endowed, for the associations which 
hallow it are Hnked with the noblest themes that ever 
awakened the inspiration of a child of song. 

This mansion stands upon the upper of two terraces, 
which are ascended each by five stone steps. At each 
£ront comer of the house is a lofty elm, mere saplings 
when Washington beheld them, but now stately and patri- 
archal in appearance. Other elms, with flowers and shrub- 
bery, beautify the grounds around it ; while within, icono- 
clastic innovation has not been allowed to enter with its 
mallet and trowel, to mar the work of the ancient builder, 
and to cover with the vulgar stucco of modem art the 
carved cornices and panelled wainscots that first enriched it 

A few rods above the residence of Professor Longfel- 
low is the house in which the Brunswick general, the 
Babon Biedesel, and his family were quartered, during 
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tb6 Bta; of the captive annj of Burgage in the vicmitj 
of Boston. Upon a window pane on tlie north Bide of the 
house ma; be seen the undoubted autograph of the acoom- 




plifihed Baroness Biedesel. It is an interesting memento* 
and preserved with great care. 

Near the westerly comer of the Common, upon Wash- • 
ingtoD Street, stands the Washihoton Elm, one of the 
andent anakim of the primeval forest, older, probably, bj 
half a century or more, than the welcome of Samoset to 
the white BCttlers, and is distinguished by the circumstance 
that beneath its broad shadow General Washington first 
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rev his sword as commander-in-cliief of the ctmlineiital 
rmjr, on tbe monung of Jul; 3d, 1775. Not far from 
ere was the epot where public town meetings were held, 
ad also the tree under which the Indian council firea 
rere Uj^ited more than two hundred jeaia ago. When 




le drum was nsed in Cambridge, instead of the bell, to 
ommon the congregation to the place of worship, or 
> gjre warning of a savage enemy, the sound fioatetl 
iroaghout those trailing limbs, that, could they but speak, 
ould take a veteran's delight in tellmg of the past. May 
9 unkind hand mar the last tfee of the natiTe forest. 
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Though it may have stood centurj after century, like a 
sentinel on duty, defying the lightning and the storm, still 
let it stand, an interesting and sacred memorial of the 
past and the present, and continue to be associated, lor 
many years to come, with the history of our country. 
And let the illustrious name which it bears, and which it 
derives from one of the most important events in the life 
of the father of his country, preserve it to remind the 
coming generations of his invaluable services and labors. 

Mount Auburn. — The cemetery of Mount Auburn, 
justly celebrated as the most interesting object of the kind 
in our country, is situated in Cambridge and Watertown, 
about four and a half miles &om the city of Boston, and 
one and a quarter miles west of Harvard University. It 
includes upwards of one hundred acres of land, purchased 
at different times by the Massachusetts Horticultural Soci- 
ety, extending from the main road nearly to the banks of 
Charles River. A portion of the land next to the road, 
and now under cultivation, once constituted the experi- 
mental garden of the society. A long watercourse be- 
tween .this tract and the interior woodland formed a nat- 
ural boundary, separating the two sections. The inner 
portion, which was set apart for the purposes of a ceme- 
tery, is covered, throughout most of its extent, with a 
vigorous growth of forest trees, many of them of large 
size, and comprising an unusual variety of species. This 
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tract is beautifuUj undulating in its surface, oontaming a 
number of bold eminences, steep acdivitiesy and deep, 
shadowy valleys. A remarkable natural ridge, with a 
level surface, runs through the ground &om south-east to 
north-west, which was for many years a &vorite walk with 
the students of Harvard. The principal eminence, called 
Mount Auburn, is one hundred and twenty-five feet above 
the level of Charles River, and commands from its sum- 
mit one of the finest prospects which can be obtained in 
the environs of Boston. On one side is the city, in full 
view, connected at its extremities with Charlestown and 
Boxbury. The serpentine course of Charles Biver, with 
the cultivated hills and fields rising beyond it, and the 
Blue Hills of Milton in the distance, occupies another 
portion of the landscape. On the north, at a very small 
distance. Fresh Pond appears, a handsome sheet of water, 
finely diversified by its woody and irregular shores. 
Country seats and cottages, in various direction^, and 
especially those on the elevated land at Watertown, add 
much to the picturesque efiect of the scene. On the 
summit of this elevation a tower has been erected, (of 
sufficient height to be seen above the surrounding trees,) 
to subserve the triple purpose of a landmark, to identify 
the spot, and for an observatory, commanding an uninter- 
rupted view of the surrounding landscape of cities, towns, 
hills, farms, rivers, Massachusetts Bay, with its many 
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islands and shipping. The lantern or cupola of this 
tower is at least one hundred and eightj-five feet above 
Charles River. 

The front entrance gate from Cambridge road is a 
design from an Egyptian model, and is masterly chiselled 
in granite, at a cost of about ten thousand dollars ; and 
the cast iron picketed fence on that whole front line was 
erected at a cost of about fifteen thousand dollars; a 
splendid chapel was completed within its grounds in 1848, 
at a cost of about twenty-five thousand dollars. 

Strangers can receive on application to any trustee, or 
to the secretary, a permit to enter the cemetery with a 
carriage any day except Sundays and holidays ; but with- 
out a vehicle, visitors are admitted without charge. The 
following direct guide through the cemetery is taken from 
" Dearborn's Guide through Mount Auburn," a book that 
may be procured at the entrance. 

**The front line of the cemetery is east to west; and 
Central Avenue, fronting the gate, is from the north to 
the south. From the gate, advance in front up Central 
Avenue, and on the left, on an elevated plot, is the monu- 
ment to Spurzheim, and a little further is the metal 
bronzed statue of Bowditch, in a sitting posture; then 
torn to the west, into Chapel Avenue, and you see a 
beautifril monument erected to the memory of Dr. Sharp, 
and also a magnificent temple, appropriated to the sanctu* 
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ary services of the grave ; pass on into Pine Avenne, and 
there are the Shaw and Dorr monuments ; continue Pine 
Avenue to the north-west, which leads to Green Brier and 
Yarrow Paths, and there are the monuments to Fisher, 
Haughton, Fessenden, Channing^ Curtis, Turner, Bangs, 
the sculptured child of Binnej, Doane, Gossler, Allen, 
with numerous other pillars and obelisks to meet the eye ; 
after this examination, turn into Heliotrope and Heath 
Paths, for sculpture of Gardner's child, monument of Wil- 
liam Appleton, and the splendid mausoleum of two fronts 
to Dr. Binney; Armstrong, Shattuck's boy; pass into Fir 
Avenue at the west, and view the Magoun monument of 
mother and daughter ; then turn to the south, where are 

• 

the monuments to Torrey, Mrs. N. P. Willis, Bates, Lin- 
coin, Pickens, and many others ; pass through Fir Avenue 
to the south, crossing Spruce Avenue, curving to the 
south-east, and then turn to the right hand into Walnut 
Avenue, and at the right hand are Elder, Pilgrim, and 
Snowdrop Paths, on a north-west line, and view the ele^ 
gantly carved temples of Getting, Miles, Bush, Foss, Pen- 
niman, Shattuck, Farrar, Wolcott, Hartshorn, and others ; 
return to Walnut Avenue, and pass through it, curving to 
the south, and view the monuments to Hicks, Worcester, 
Watson, and others ; then turn to the left into Mountain 
Avenue, north-westerly, and ascend Mount Auburn's high- 
est mound, one hundred and twenty-five feet above the 
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River Charles, frcnn whence Boston and the surrounding 
Country may be seen ; then descend Mount Auburn on 
the south-east, through Hazel Path, curving round to the 
north, and view the FuUer monument ; then pass on to 
Harvard Hill at the north-east ; here the eye will greet 
the mausoleums to Andrews, Earkland, Ashmun, Hoff- 
man, and officers of Harvard University, and also to some 
of the students ; descend into Rose Path, at the south- 
west, where are monuments of Scudder and Davis, encir- 
cling its base, to the eastward ; then turn to the right 
hand into Sweet Brier Path, and continue to its south-east 
termination, and there is a mausoleum to Coffin; then 
turn to the left hand into Chestnut Avenue, and at its 
junction with Hawthorn Path is the Tremont Strangers' 
Tomb ; continue north-west through Hawthorn Path,' 
which leads to Cedar Hill, where are the monuments to 
Hildreth, Appleton, and others; from thence south-west, 
round Cedar Hill, is Ivy Path, which curves to the north, 
and at the end of this branch, a little to the west, is Con- 
secration Dell, where are monuments to*Stanton, Watts, 
Waterson, Leverett, Dana, &c. ; leave Consecration Dell 
at its north-west comer, and pass into Vine Path, crossing 
Moss Path by the monument to Steams, on to Central 
Square, where are monuments to Hannah Adams, Mur- 
ray, and others ; at the north-west of Central Square is 
Poplar Avenue, curving to the east ; and there may be 

13 ♦ 
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seen mementoes to Warren Colbum, Staxgis, Cboate, 
Munson, Mrs. Ellis, and others ; then turn round to the 
left into the eastern line of Willow Avenue, curving round 
into its western line, and there are obelisks or mauspleums 
to McLellan, Williams, Buckingham, Randall, Chamber- 
lain, Thayer, Tuckerman, Mrs. Gannett, Lowell, Mason, 
Howard, and others ; leaving Willow Avenue at its south* 
west comer, turn to the right through Poplar Avenue into 
Alder Path, to the north, and see a monument to Wet- 
more, Greenleaf, and others; pass into Narcissus Path 
northerly, around Forest Pond, and view the monuments 
to Story, Wejj^ter, Oxnard, Rich, Durgin, Faxon, Win- 
chester, and others; at the north curve of ForesffPond* is 
Catalpa Path, on an east line to Indian Ridge Path, where 
those to Brinmier, Bond, Seaver, Greenleaf, Patterson, 
Wadsworth, Francis, Fearing, West, To my Mary, Stack- 
pole, and others are erected ; then return to Catalpa Path 
west, to Linden Path, near to Beach Avenue, where are 
monuments to Tappan, Thaxter, Raymond, and others; 
pass through Beach Avenue to the south, where are the 
monuments of Bigelow, Stone, Stevens, Coolidge, Putnam, 
&c. ; then turn round to the right hand into Central Ave- 
nue, where are the monuments of Hamden, Gibbs, Phelps, 
Peck, Burges, Abbe, Clary, and the sculptured watch dog 
of Perkins ; turn to the left hand into Cypress Avenue, 
where the Bible monument of Gray may be seen on 
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Hibiscus Path, and a little south is the Coggswell monu* 
ment ; then turn to the left, easterly, and near the centre 
of Central Avenue the monuments of Hewins, Tisdale, 
Buckminster, Cleveland, Lawrence, Herwig, and others ; 
continue through Cypress Avenue, curving to the south, 
and there is the public lot, with numerous shafts and me- 
mentoes to friends, with a singular horizontal slab to the 
memory of M. W. B., and a little north-west of the pub- 
lic lot, on Eglantine Path, is the sculptured figure of 
Christ blessing little children ; a little to the east of that 
is the Ford monument, Faith with the Cross, and the 
Fuller monument Return through the south part of 
Cypress Avenue, where is a monument to Samuel Story, 
Jr., on Lupine Path ; then- turn round to the left, into 
Cedar Avenue, leading to the north, where are monuments 
to Gridley, Hayward, Benjamin, and others ; continue to 
the right hand, through part of Cypress Avenue, to Cen- 
tral Avenue, passing the statue of Bowditch, and view the 
monument to the officers lost in the exploring expedition, 
and others, after which a return to the gate on the north 
may be made direct" 

A short distance from the cemetery, in Watertown, 
is the United States Arsenal. It stands on the banks 
of the Charles River, a short distance below the village, 
contains a large amount of munitions of war, and covers 
forty acres of ground. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

BUKKEB HILL. — MONUMENT. — NAYT YARD. -— STATE'S 
FBI80N. — HABYABD M0NI7MENT. 

A Chablestown omnibus can speedily set us down 
at the foot of Bunkeb Hill, where the pride of Britain 
was once humbled, and her veteran sons, in promiscuous 
heaps, bit the dust On the summit of this eminence 
stands the renowned Monument, towering to the skies, 
silentlj saying, Here was the bloody conflict between the 
oppressor and the oppressed; there floated the ships of 
war that vainly thundered with the engines of desolation 
against' the undaunted heroes who, with pickaxe and 
shovel, upheaved the mounds that were to protect them 
fiom the enemy. 

Ascending one of the long flights of granite steps to 

the gravel walk that leads to the montunent, we approach 

the highest spot of this everlasting hill, of everlasting 

remembrance. Though once soaked with the blood of 

the slain, it is now a beautiful and interesting resort to 

strangers and travellers. Its pleasingly verdant surface 

(163) 
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regularly descends every way to a green hedge that fringes 
its base, and outside of a broad walk on its four equal 
sides is a granite and iron fence, of elegant style. 

Bunker Hill Monument rises, lof)y and grand, from 
tbe centre of the grounds included within the breastworks 
of the old redoubt on Breed's HilL Its sides are precisely 
parallel with those of the redoubt It is built of Quincy 
granite, and is two hundred and twenty-one feet in height. 
The foundation is composed of six courses of stone, and 
extends twelve feet below the sur&ce of the ground and 
base of the shafl. The four sides of the foundation ex* 
tend about fifty feet horizontally. There are in the t^hole 
pile ninety courses of stone, six of them below the surfice 
of the ground, and eighty-four above. The foundation is 
laid in lime mortar ; the other parts of the structure in 
lune mortar mixed with cinders, iron filings, and Spring- 
field hydraulic cement The base of the obelisk is thirQT 
feet square ; at the spring of the apex, fifteen feet In- 
side of the shaft is a round, hollow cone, the outside diam- 
eter of which at the bottom is ten feet, and at the top, six 
feet Around this inner shaft winds a spiral flight of 
stone steps, two hundred and ninety-five in number. In 
both the cone and shaft ate numerous little apertures 
for the purposes of ventilation and light The observa- 
tory or chamber at the top of the monument is seventeen 
feet in height and eleven feet in diameter. It has four 



BDNK£B HILL HOKimEKi;, 1,55 

mndowB, one on ^&di aide, vhich are proTided with iron 
Bbnttera. The cap piece of the apex ib a single Btone, 
three feet six inches in tbickness, and four feei square at 
its base. It weighs two and a half tons. 

The monnment was dedicated on the 17th of June, 
1843. The president of the United States (Mr. Tyl«r) 
and his whole cabinet were present^ and Pani^l Webster 
was dieoTattnr. 




Withm the cobssal obelisk is a beaotifbl model of Db. 
Wakbek's Moktiment, which was removed to give place 
tQ the present one ; and a simple marble slab now only 
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marks the spot where a patriot fell, as Hon. Edward 
Everett has beautifiilly expressed it, ^with a numeroiis 
band of kindred spirits — the gray-haired veteran, the 
stripling in the flower of youth— who had stood side by 
side on that dreadful day, and fell together, like the beauty 
of Israel in their high places.'' He was buried where he 
fell, but his ashes now repose in ^ Forest Hill Cemetery.'' 
In the top of the monument are two cannons, named 
respectively ''Hancock" and ''Adams," which formerly 
belonged to the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Ckxm- 
pany. The "Adams" was burst by them in firing a 
salute. The following is the inscription upon the two 
guns: — 

8ACBED TO LIBERTT. 

This is one of four cannons which oonstitnted the whole train of 
field artillery possessed by the Bntish colonies of North America at the 
commencement of the war, on the 19th of April, 1775. This cannon 
and its fellow, belonging to a number of dtisens of Boston, were used 
In many engagements during the war. The other two, the property of 
the goremment of Massachusetts, were taken by the enemy. 

Though this montunent was built to commemorate an 
important event and a bloody battle, it is also a most 
bfiy observatory. The view from the top, for extent, 
variety, and beauty, is certainly one of the finest in the 
, world, and worth a thousand miles of travel to see. Bos- 
ton, its harbor, and the beautiful country around, mottled 
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with Tillages, are spreiad out like a vast paintings and on 
every side the eye may rest upon localities of great his- 
torical interest— Cambridge, Roxbury, Chelsea, Quincy, 
Medford, Marblehead, Dorchester, and other places. In 
the &r distance, on the north-west, rise the higher peaks 
of the White Mountains of New Hampshire ; and on the 
north-east the peninsula of Nahant and the more remote 
Ci^ Ann may be seen. Wonders which present science 
and enterprise are developing and forming are there ex- 
hibited in profusion. At one glance from this lofty obser- 
vatory may be seen several railroads and many other 
avenues connecting the city with the country ; and ships 
from ahnost every region of the globe dot the waters of 
the harbor. Could a tenant of the old graveyard on 
Copp's Hill, who lived a hundred years ago, when the 
village upon Tri-mountain was fitting out its little armed 
flotillas against the French in Acadia, or sending forth its 
few vessels of trade along the neighboring coasts, or occa- 
sionally to cross the Atlantic, come forth and stand beside 
us a moment, What a new and wonderful world would be 
presented to his vision ! 

The New England Gallebt of Needlework 
Tapestbies is situated at No. 1 Adams Street, and to 
those interested in needle painting it is well worthy of a 
visit. Those who have not seen for themselves would 
hardly believe with what perfect succeed t!bL<^ ^jcsQ^^^Rs^ossck. 

U 



1&8 SUBUBBAM SieOTB. 

of &e artist U transferTed to canvas b; the patient accn- 
racf of the needle. We ehall merely mention a few of 
the most striking paitaingt, (for it is hard to believe them 
anght else.) Thej are, Surrender of Mary, Qaeen of 
Scots, Defonce of Queen Catharine, The Bedgnation of 
the Crown by Mary, Queen of Scots, Little Eva, The 
Tribute Money, The Esci^ of Elng Edward, and so 
many others that it is impossible to enumerate them in 
onr contracted limits. Continuing on our way, we soon 




reach the Charlestown Natt Tabd. This naval depot 
is situ^ed on the north side of Charles River, <« a pcnnt 
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of land east of the centre of the dty of Charlestown, ex- 
tending along the harbor £rom the mouth of the Charles 
to the mouth of the Mjstic River. This yard was pur- 
chased by the United States, under authority of an act of 
Congress, in the year 1800. The State of Massachusetts, 
by an act of the legislature of that year, gave its assent to 
the sale, under certain restrictions. The cost of the whole 
purchase, including commissions, was about forty thousand 
dollars. On the side next the town the yard is protected 
by a wall of stone masonry, sixteen feet high; on the 
harbor side are several wharves and a dry dock ; except 
the approach to these, a sea wall is extended the whole 
harbor line. This, dry dock was authorized by the nine- 
teenth Congress, commenced 10th July, 1827, and opened 
for the reception of vessels, 24th June, 1833. It is built 
of beautifully-hammered granite, in the most workmanlike 
and substantial manner; is three hundred and forty-one 
feet long, eighty feet wide, and thirty feet deep, and cost 
about six hundred and seventy-five thousand dpllu*8. The 
first vessel docked after its completion was the frigate 
Constitution. A little farther off, on their own element, 
float the old copper bottoms with two or three decks, and 
with threatening broadsides and bow and stem chasers 
ready for the work of destruction, but now passive as so 
many swans. 
There are in this yard fbar large ship houses, various 
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mechanic sliops, storehQuses, dwelling houses fiir the offi- 
cers, and marine barracks, besides an extensive ropewalk 
of granite. This structure, the finest in the country, is an 
object worthj the attention of strangers, and will give 
some idea of the vast amount of expenditure defirajed for 
public works at this superb naval station. The principal 
building contains in the basement the engine room and 
boilers ; the second story contains the spinning machinery; 
and the ^^ walks," being a quarter of a mile in lengthy 
occupy the ground floor. 

There are, too, in the yard large quantities of timb^ 
and naval stores, exceeding in value two millions of dol- 
lars. More or less ships of war are at all times lying 
here in ordinary. There is a sufficient depth of water fer 
the largest ships of war to lie afloat, at all times, at the 
ends of the wharves. The yard contains within the wall 
about one hundred acres, and, independent of all buildings 
imd works, the site would now readily command more 
than a million of dollars. 

The visitor to the navy yard will flnd many objects of 
interest to claim a share of his attention; and in eveiy 
department of this great establishment there is a uniform 
neatness and order, which are always pleasing, and fer 
which this station is inferior to none in the world. Many 
improvements have been made in it within a few yean. 
Its general appearance is neat and fit ; and for all manu- 



0BA.RLKSTOWK STATS PBiaOIT. 



161 



&cturiug purposes coanected wilh building fwd equipping 
abips of war, perhapa no other yard in the Union oSem 
80 great fadlitiea. 

The Chablestowh State Pbisom is in the form of 
a cross, having four wings united to a central octagonal 
building, one for the superintendent and his fomilj, and 
three of Ihem for inmates. The kitchen is in the centre 




octogtm building, in the first story ; the supervisor's room 
is over the kitchen ; the chapel over the supervisor's room ; 
the hospital over the chapel ; and so good is the arrange' 
ment, that all areas, apartmeots, windows, walls, galleries, 
14 • 
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staircases, fastenings, external walls, and external yard 
walls, except the space outside, at the end of the wings, 
are under supervision from the centre. If a prisoner 
breaks out, he only breaks in; that is, if he escapes 
£rom his dormitory into the area, he has still another 
wall or grating to break, while at the same time he is in 
sight. 

The buildings being of stone, the cell floors of stone or 
iron, the galleries and staircases of iron, and the doors 
and gratings of the same material, render the prison 
nearly fire-proof, while the whole building is ventilated in 
the most thorough manner, each small room, dormitory, or 
cell being provided with a ventilator, starting £rom the 
floor of the same, in the centre wall, and conducted, sepa- 
rate from every other, to the top of the block, where it is 
connected with a ventiduct. Both at the top and bottom 
of the i^m there is a slide, or register, over orifices open- 
ing into this ventilator, which are capable of being opened 
or shut. 

School rooms, privilege rooms, chapels, private rooms 
and places, comfortably large single rooms, are provided, 
in which all kinds of good instruction can be given. The 
hospital is large, light, convenient, easily accessible, well 
warmed, and well ventilated. The separate rooms are so 
located and distributed, under supervision, from the centre 
building, that a gentle knock on the inner side of the door 
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of each separate lodging room can be heard by the person 
'on duty in the central room for supervision and care, and 
relief be immediately procured, if seized by sickness. 

Large provision is made of floors and space for employ- 
ment, under cover, with good and sufficient light, conven- 
ience, and supervision. In many old buildings there has 
not been employment, because there was no place suitable 
for it. This difficulty has received great consideration, 
and every effort has been made entirely to remove it, so 
that all the inmates of these buildings should be kept out 
of idleness, which is the mother of mischief. Labor is 
favontble to order, discipline, instruction, reformation, 
health, and self-support But there can be but little pro- 
ductive industry without a place for it. A visit to the 
work rooms, comprising the shoe making, whip making, cab- 
inet making, stone cutting, blacksmithing, upholstering, and 
other departments, generally pleases the visitor, and calls 
forth encomiums for the stillness, order, and cleanliness 
observed. 

* 

The Monument erected to the memory of John Har- 
vard is situated on the top of the hill in the old graveyard 
near the state prison, in Charlestown. It was erected by 
^e subscriptions of the graduates of Harvard University. 
It is constructed of granite, in a solid shaft of fifteen feet 
elevation, and in the simplest style of ancient art On 
the eastern &ce of the shaft;, the name of John Harvard 
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is iiiBCribedj also on a marble tablet the fbUowing: "On 
the 26tb of September, A. D. 1828, this atone was erected 
b; the gradoates of the nniTereity at Cambridge, in hooor 
of its founder, who died at Gharleatown on the 26th of 
September, 1688." On the western side of the shaft is an 
inicription in Latin, of the follgwing purport ; " Hut tme 




iibo merits so mach from oar literary men shonld no 
longer be without a monument, however hamble, the. 
graduates of the nniversity of Cambridge, New England, 
have erected this stone, nearly two hundred years sfler 
his death, in pious and perpetual remembrance of John 



HABVABD MONUMENT. 165 

Harvard." At the erection of this monument^ the Hon. 
Edward Everett, who is ocmsidered one of the most &c- 
complished scholars educated at Harvard College, deliv- 
ered an appropriate and eloquent address. 



CHAPTER XVII. 



WOODLAWM CBMETERT. — ROCK TOWBB.- 
WOOD PONS.— CHXLSEA. 




WooDLAWN Cemetery is about 
four mUea north of Boston, and two 
miles irom Chelsea. An omnibus for 
, Woodlawn starts from Brattle Street, 
Boston, every fair day in summer, 
(Sundays excepted,) at two o'clock, 
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P.M. It returns fix>m the cemetery at five o'clock, P.IL, 
and is at present connected with the Chelsea omnibus. 

The best mode of reaching Woodlawn now is to cross 
over the Chelsea Bridge or Chelsea Ferry y and after con- 
tinuing in the main street for a quarter of a mile, to turn 
off to the left into Washington Avenue, which leads 
directly to the cemetery. 

By this route the visitor approaches the gate house by 
Woodlawn Avenue, which is a beautiful curve, rising reg- 
ularly for a distance of seventeen hundred feet, keeping a 
width of fifbjT feet, with sides well pfamt^ and a jet or 
fountain at its lower extremity* 

The gate house is a fine Gk>tiiie buildings fifly-siz feet 
wide, with a high centre arch and two side arches. A 
lodge adjoins it, and the whcde irtructure has been much 
admired fixr its iiguij tod fOMMu Near to it atands a 
rustic well boose, embowered in roses and runoing vines. 

A few steps inside the gate bring the vimtor to a small 
triangle, where the avenues diverge. Here stands the St. 
Bernard dog, the emblem of fidelity and affection, and by 
his side is the wonderful Ginko tree, the form and-leaf of 
which demand notice. 

On the right, towards the hill, is now seen tlie Hock 
Tower, of which a view is presented on the following page. 
This tower is constructed of rude boulders, with a spiral 
walk ascending easily to the top. Its base is seventy- 
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oglit feet in diameter, and its albUide about tiaTty feet. 
From Us surnuut are seen Lijon, Saugus, Nafaant, the sea, 
bay, and otiier objects of interest. ITIien corered vitli 
, f(.rii8, woodlnnes, Hod ivj, Oua ponderous 




(tile will be exceedingly attrsctiTe. ETentoally it is to 
ferre as the base for a high obserratoiy of iron. 

On the left of Entrance Avenue starts off the beautiful 
Ketberwood Avenue, through which every one should 
pass, either entering or returning. Near its junction wJJi 
Forest Glade Avenue, a few feet from the triangle, turn- 
ing to the right, are seen the receiving fxnbs, remarkahfa 
15 
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for their neatness and repose. Passing on towards the 
north, the long vista of Woodside Avenue will appear ; 
and passing through this elegant way, the approach to 
Chapel Hill is marked by a beautiful rustic arch, covered 
with wild grape vines, and surmounted by a cross bearing 
on one side the inscription, ^ I am the true vine,'' and on 
the other, " Abide in me." 

In this vicinity are many beautiful lots and monuments ; 
and* near the junction of Floral and Chapel Avenues 
another specimen of the Ginko tree is seen. 

Near the entrance to Chapel Hill is the lot of John M. 
Brown, and many others in good taste, which we have not 
room to specify. 

But one of the most delightful scenes any where to be 
found is Netherwood Fond, with its fine fountains and 
beauti^l arbor, and the tall trees and gentle slopes which 
surround it The views from Elm Hill, also, are fine. 

This cemetery will furnish some of the finest drives in 
the vicinity of Boston, and is destined to occupy a high 
place among the rural beauties of the country. 

Chelsea is one of the pleasantest of our suburban 
towns, the streets being broad, and bordered with shade 
trees, well lighted by gas, and lined with tasteful resi- 
dences. Among the public buildings in the town are the 
Naval Hospital and the United States Marine 
Hospital. The latter, now in the course of construction, 



OHEI^SEA. 171 

will be a noble and substantial building, affording that ac- 
commodation to patients which the present hospital estab- 
lishment is inadequate to supply. The Toton House is a fine 
large building of brick. The surface of Chelsea is quite 
undulating, rising in parts to a considerable elevation. 
The most considerable of these eminences is Powder Horn 
Hill, about two miles £rom the ferry, from the summit of 
which magnificent views may be obtained of Boston, 
Charlestown, Bunker Hill, Medford, Lynn, Nahant, and 
Boston Harbor. Mount Bellingham is a lofty hill, com- 
manding an extensive prospect, and is already nearly cov- 
ered with elegant private residences. The attractions of 
the place are so great that numbers of gentlemen doing 
business in Boston and elsewhere make their homes in 
Chelsea. 



CHAPTER XVJII 

CONCORD. — LEXINGTON. — DORCHESTER HEIGHTS. — 
PERKINS INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND. 

Concord and Lexington may be easily reached from 
the Fitcbburg depot, as Lexington k only eleven miles 
from Boston, and Concord six miles beyond. The vicinity 
of these historical places to Boston, and their accessibility 
by rail or country road, procure them large numbers of 
visitors during the pleasant months of the year. Boston 
and its environs abound in mementoes of the revolution- 
ary dead; Bunker Hill rises, a sanctified spot forever; 
the heights are not yet levelled which once bristled with 
Washington's cannon, and hastened the evacuation of the 
town by the British ; and here at Lexington and Concord 
is the soil that drank the very first blood of the martyrs 
of liberty — a soil on which the first armed resistance to 
aggression was attempted. 

Lexington is a very pretty place, and since the estab- 
lishment of the branch railroad connecting it with Boston, 
many of our citizens have availed themselves of the op- 
portunity of residing in the old historic town. Its area 
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comprisea' a great variety o£ scenery, and the soil is not 
imgratefiil for the care of the husbandman. The town is 
built principally on a broad street, and in about the centre 
of it is the green on which the monument stands. It is 




btiilt of granite, and has a marble tablet on the Boutb iront 
of the pedestal^ frith the folloving inscription i^ 

Sacred to the liberty and the Rightj of Mankind I ! 1 The Fteedotn 
and Independence of America — sealed and defended with the biood of 
her aona. This Honiunent is eiected- by the Inbabituita of Lexington, 
under the patronage and at the eipenae of the Cominanireallh of Hu- 
■achuietta, to the memory ot thdi Fdlow-cUieiu, Enn^StAn^'VimF 

15 • 
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roe^ Messrs. Jonas Puker, Samuel Hadlejr, Jonatfaan Harrington^ jun., 
Isaac Muzzy, Caleb Harrington, and John Brown, of Lexington, and 
Asahel Porter,^ of Wobum, who fell on this Field, the first yictims of 
the Sword of British Tyranny and Oppression, on the morning of the 
erer-memorable Nineteenth of April, An. Dom. 177^. The Die was 
cast ! ! ! The blood of these Martyrs in the Cause of God. and their 
Country was the Cement of tiie Union of tiiese States, th£n Colonies, 
and gave the Spring to the Spirit, F&miness, and Resolution of their 
Fellow-citizens. They rose as one mm to rerenge their Brethren's 
blood, and at the point of the Sword to asaect and defend their native 
Rights. They nobly dared to be Free ! ! ! The oootest was long, bloody, 
and affecting. Righteous Heaven approved the Solemn Appeal; Tlo- 
tory crowned their Arms, and the Peace, Liberty, and Independence of 
the United States of America was their glonom Reward. Built in the 
year 1799. 

Concord is a pleasant little village, md Hes upon the 
Concord River, one of the chief tributaries of the Merri- 
mac, near the junction of the Assabeth and Sudbury 
Rivers. Its Indian name was Musketaquid. On account 
of the peaceable manner in which it was obtained, by 
purchase, of the aborigines, in 1635, it was named Con- 
cord. At the north end of the broad street, or conunon, 
is the house of Colonel Daniel Shattuck, ^ part of which, 
built in 1774, was used as one of the depositories of stores 
when the British invasion took place. 

The Monument at Concord stands a short distance 
from the road leading into the town, upon land given for 
ihe purpose hy Rev. Dr. Ripley. The river runs at the 
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foot of tbe motmd on which it stands. It is bailt of 
CarUsle granite, and the following inscription is engraved 
on a marble t*ble inserted in the eastern face of the ped- 




On the 19th of Apifl, 1775, 
wai made the flrat forcible rmituice to 

' Bbitibh AaaBEBsioTi. 

On the opposite bank stood the American 

militia, and on this Kpot tb« first of tbe enemj- tetl 

in the 'WiK ov THS RnvonrnoN, 

vhich gave Independence to thne United Btatca. 

In gratitude to Oodi'uid in the lore of Freedom, 

TUa Uomonent naa cmftaL, 

A. D. 1836. 
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The view is from the green shaded lane which leads 
from the highway to the monument, looking westward. 
The two trees, standing one upon each side, without the 
iron railing, were saplings at the time of the battle; be- 
tween them was the entrance to the bridge. The mono* 
ment is reared upon a mound of earth, a few yards from 
the left bank of the river. A little to the left, two rou^ 
uninscribed stones from the field mark the graves of the 
two British soldiers who were killed and buried upon the 
spot 

To reach South Boston fit)m Boston we may take an 
onmibus, and be landed in a very short time at Dorchester 
Heights^ which were occupied by Washington and his troops 
on the night of March 4th, 1776, and by ten o'clock two 
forts were formed, one towards the dty, and the other 
towards Castle Island. Preparations were made for an 
attack by the British, and for defence by the Americans ; 
but the weather prevented the designs of the former, and 
they embarked for New York. Few visit Boston without 
a view of the spot that once bristled with bayonets, or the 
lines of the fortifications thrown up so speedily by the 
Ck>ntinentals. 

Here, also, stands the Perkins Institute for the Blind, 
It is open to the public on the afternoon of the first Sat- 
urday in each month ; but in order to prevent a crowd, 
no persona are admitted without a ticket, which may be 
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obtained gratuitoosly at No. 203roiDfleld Street. A lim- 
ited niunber of straogers, and persons particularly luter- 
ested^ may be admitted any Saturday in the fbrenocm by 
previously applying as above for ticki^s. 

The pupils in the echool are taug^ leading, writing 
anthmetdc, geography, lustory, natui-al philosophy, oaJural 




history, and physiology. They are cuv&lly instructed in 
the theory and practice of vocal and instrumental music 
Besides tliis tliey are taught some handicraft work by 
which they may earn their livelihood. Lt this institution, 
fin: the flist time in liie world's Ustorfi Boooe&sCul eU)«iso^*& 
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were made to Inreak through die double^waDs in whidi 
blind deaf motes are immured, and to teadi tliem a sjb- 
temadc language fiur conunonion with their feUow-men. 
Laura Biidgman and Oliver Caswell are living refotatiQiis 
of the legal and popular maxim that those who are bom 
both deaf and blind most be necessarily idiotic. Thej ttre 
pioneers in the way oat into the li^ ixf knowledge, which 
may be followed by many others. 

In 1844 a sapplementary institution grew oat of the 
parent one, for the employment in handicraft work of such 
blind men and women as coald not readily find employ- 
ment at home. This establishment has been highly suo- 
cessfiiL A spacioas and conyenient workshop has been 
built at South Boston, to which the work men and women 
repair every day, and are fomished with work, and paid 
all they can earn. 

The general coarse and history of the Perkins Instita- 
tion has been one of remarkable success. It has always 
been under the direction of one person. It has grown 
steadily in public favor, and is the means of extended use- 
fulness. In 1832 it was an experiment; it had but six 
pupils ; it was in debt, and was regarded as a visionary 
enterprise. In 1833 it was taken under the patronage of 
the state ; it was patronized by the wealthy, and enabled 
to obtain a permanent local habitation and a name. 

The terms of admission are as follows : the children of 
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citizens of Massachusetts not absolutely "wealthy, free; 
others at the rate of one hundred and sixty dollars a year, 
which covers all expenses except for clothing. Applicants 
must be under sixteen years of age. Adults are not 
received into the institution proper, but they can board in 
the neighborhood, and be taught trades in the workshop 
gratuitously. After six months they are put upon wages. 
This department is a self-supporting one, but its success 
depends upon the sale of goods at the depot, No. 20 Brom- 
field Street. Here may be found the work of the blind 
— all warranted, and put at the lowest market prices; 
nothing being asked or expected in the way of charity. 
The institution is not rich, except in the confidence of the 
public and the patronage of the legislature 



CHAPTER XIX. 




Stranger, if yon would visit one of the most pleBaant 
and delightful watering places in the world, seat yourself 
in the cars, be landed at Lynn, take passage in one of the 
stages that leave almost hoorly, and when deposited in 
Nahant — take your Guide's word for it — you will bless 
yjur stars, and thank him. Here, isolated from the noise, 

(180) 
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and heat, and bus^e of the city, you may wander by the 
hour on the rocks, and watch the liquid chisel of the sea 
at its unwearied task upon the blue and slaty substance 
of the crags. Atom by atom they yield to the muscular 
swing of the billows, worn and polished by their frothy 
edges, — the toughest creation conquered by the softest, 
and the noise of this constant sculpture is the music of 
the world. . . >;^ ^-* k.- *•* --'i, 1?^'^: • 

The rocks are torn into such varieties of form, and the 
beaches are so hard and smooth, that all the beauty of 
wave motion and the whole gamut of ocean eloquence are 
offered here to the eye and ear. The soft swash of the 
lighter waves upon the sloping sand ; the bellow of the 
breakers that are driven into the rifts and caverns where 
the sunlight never strays; the gurgle of the waters as 
they run back from out the cold chambers of darkness ; 
the dash of an irregular roller upon the rough front of 
the battlements ; the full, majestic bass of a billow that 
charges the rocks in plumed order ; the heavy thump of 
the waves upon the foundation of the rocks, waking a 
muffled moan, as from the earth's weary heart; and all 
the splendors which the ocean offers to the eye — the 
scattering of creamy foam over the pebbly beach, and the 
dying of its whiteness into the gloomy bronze of the dark 
seaweed; the spaikle of the frolicking fixyth in the sun ; 
the curl of the solemn rollers, and the bewitching g^^en 

16 
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of their cresta, ae ihej bend just before thsy tumble in 
music ; all the loveliness and nuyeatj of the ocean lire 
displayed aroond the jagged and saT«ge-browed cliffs of 
Nahaot. 

This narrow promontoiy, which runs out from Ljnn 
Beach, is crowned with charming gardens, cottages, and 
villas, and rests like an emerald in its sparkling and fretted 
fr'amework of brilliants. While tlie rocks present every 
varietj of color, the cliffk are pierced by fissures, caverns, 
and grottos so numerous that the visitor stands la awe ; 
and the shell-crowned beaches of shining, silvery sand are 
BO smooth and hard that they, take no impress of the 
steed's hoof or the rolling wheel ; and aa the mind does 
' not seem capable of conl^ning all, follow the Guide, and 
view each object separately. 

Taming to the left of Nahant Beach, over which wp 
have just come, a vast fissure in the cliff, forty feet in 
depth, is seen, bearing the name of John's Pebil. At 
flie distance of three fourths of a mile from where we 






stand, Egg Bock rises abruptly from the eea to the heiglil 
of eightj-eiz feet. Its shape is oval, and on its BusuniC 
the gulls deposit their eggs in abundance, whence it takes 
its name. Passing the Iron Mine, (a huge black ledge,) 
we reach The Spoctinq Hobn. Here the water, after 
being driven through a rocky tunnel one hundred feet in 
length into a deep cavern, is spouted forth in wild sheets 
of foam and spray, while the Atlantic's billows seem to 
jar the soUd rocks with thundering sound, and shake the 
very crags that dare to stay their onward progress. Pass- 
ing Saundeks's Ledge, we reach 




Castle Rock. The battlements, buttresses, turrets, 
and embrasures of an andeat castlo oru ac €uth£aU^ t«^ 
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resented I^ this immense pOe of km^ that one almoet 
wuls fin- the mrdoi's dulknge or tbe tmmpef s blast 
and expects to see tbe square openings (so like doors and 
windows) peopled with aimed moi. 

In Caldboh Cliff tiie water bcnis with tremendous 
fi>rGe and fiirf during great stonns; and in BoiJUNQ 
Catebn the soond is distinctly beard. Crossing Natu- 
KAL Bridge, we may see the varying tides and jagged 
rocks fiill twenty feet below us, and we resich 




Pulpit Rock, a huge mass of stone nearly twenty feet 
square, and rising foil thirty feet above the yeasty billows. 
The upper portion of the rock bears a striking resem- 
blance to a pile of books, wiih a seat opening in their 



midst ; but tbe steepness of the 
very difficult, as the road to 
found lobe. 



rendere tbe ascent 
alwayg bas been 




Swallows' Cate is a passage eight feet bigb, ten 
wide, and sevesty-two feet in lengtb, opening into the sea. 
Formerly the swallows inhabited this cave in great nuiQ> 
bers, and built their nests in the irregularitieB of the rocks 
above ; hut the multitude of visitors has frightened them 
away. Continuing on our way, we reach 
16* 




Irene's Grotto, a Ull arch, groteRque and beautifbl, 
leadiog to a lai^ room in the rock, and one of the great- 
est curiosities <mi Nahant. Near by is the Steamboat 
Whaef, where the trim Nelly Baker hes. It were im- 
possible to describe all objects worthy of notice; but, 
having named the most prominent, we will retire to the 
Nahant House, a sketch of which forms the vignette to 
this chapter. 

This is probably the largest hotel in America ; the car- 
peted floors cover an area of nearly four acres; nine 
miles of wire are required to connect the bells with the 
annunciator; and the whole of this immense establish- 
ment is lighted with gas manufactured on the premises. 
Vpoa tiie Srst floor are the drawing rooms, reception par- 
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lors, offices, reading room, dining hall, and private dining 
parlors. In the basement are smoking rooms, a children's 
dining room, bathing rooms for hot baths, an immense 
laundry, and a culinary department ample enough to pro- 
vide for an army. The whole establishment— billiard 
house, bowling alleys, shooting gallery, stables, yachts, 
&c — has been completed under the immediate supervis- 
ion of Colonel Paran Stevens, of the Revere and Tre- 
mont Houses, associated with Mr. James E. P. Stevens, 
who have furnished it throughout with a liberal eye to 
genuine comfort, and with every convenience and elegance 
that experience can suggest or that money can purchase. 

A line of telegraph has been constructed for the accom- 
modation of guests, and arrangements are made to place 
all items of news upon the hotel bulletin, in advance even 
of appearing in the Boston papers. 

Sailing parties and chowder picnics are furnished with 
first class yachts, thoroughly manned ; and haddock, cod- 
fish, mackerel, tautpg, and halibut are caught in abundance 
within a short distance of the shore ; and when, tired with 
the day*s sport, we return, sweet music from the Grermania 
Band soon drives dull care away, or we may seek enjoy- 
ment in the . concerts, hops, and theatricals that follow 
each other in gay succession. 

Although retired from the bustle of the world, steam so 
annihilates distance that parties can leave New York or 
Saratoga after breakfast and 8W^ al^S^t^KiAXiSu 
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We camot better £mds^ our deao^doo of this maich- 
leag watering phce diaa bj die fiiDoiriii^ firom the pen of 
Alonzo Lewis^ cf Ljud, a gentkmaii well known to ibe 



'^The tempentme of Xahant, being moderated by sea 
fareesesy so as to be eooler in sonuner and milder in winter 
than die main hmd, is regarded as being hi^j candadve 
to health. It is delightfal in smnmer to ramble round 
tins romantic peninsola, and to examine at leisure its in- 
teresting cariosities — to hear the waves rippling the col- 
ofed pebbles of the beaches^ and see them gliding over 
the projecting ledges in fimcifiil cascades — to behold the 
plovers and sandpipers running along the beaches, the 
seal slumbering upon the outer rocks, the white gulls soar- 
ing overhead, the porpoises pursuing their rude gambols 
along the shore, and the curlew, the loon, the black duck, 
and the coot, the brant, with his dappled neck, and ihe 
oldwife, with her strange, wild, vocal melodj, swinmiing 
gracefully in the coves, and rising and sinking with the 
swell of the tide. The moonlight evenings here are ex- 
ceedingly lovely ; and the phosphoric radiance of the bil- 
lows, on favorable nights, (making the waters look like a 
sea of fire,) exhibits a scene of wonderful beauty. 

** But, however delightful Nahant may appear in sum- 
mer, it is surpassed by the grandeur and sublimity of a 
winter storm. When the strong east wind has swept over 
tlie Atlantic for several days, and Wv^ VAllovrs^ wrought up 



.jy- HAHANT. 189 

to toT^y are foaming along like liTing mountiuns — break- 
ing upon the predpitous cliffs — dashing into the rough 
gorges — thundering in the subterranean caverns of rocks, 
and throwing the white foam and spray, like vast columns 
of smoke, hundreds of feet in the air, above the tallest 
cliffs — an appearance is presented which the wildest 
imagination cannot stirpass. "Oien the ocean — checked 
in its headlong career bj a simple bar of sand — as if 
mad with its detention, roars like protracted thunder ; and 
the wild eea birds, borne along by the furious waters, are 
dashed to death agtunst the cliffs. Standing at such an 
hour upon the rocks, I have seen the waves bend bars of 
iron an inch in diameter double, float rocks of granite six- 
teen feet in length, as if they were timbers of wood, and 
the wind, seising the white pill in its irresistible embrace, 
bear her, shrieking many miles into Lynn woods. In 
nmimer a day at Nahant is delightful ; and a Gtorm in 
winter is glorious, but terrible." 




CHAPTER XX 



BOSTON HAItBOB.-~ ISLANDS. — FABH SCHOOL. — ALHS- 
H0U8S. rORT INDEFENDENCE. FORT WINTUKOP. 




The readiest way of regaining the city is to lake pas- 
sage on board that trim little steamer, the " Nelly Baker." 
The trip occupies only abont forty minutes, and is one of 
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the most delightful that can be imagined. Shooting off 
fix>m the rocky peninsula, and leaving behind Nahant, 
with its enchanting associations, we have time, as the little 
steamer goes puffing along, to see the Xslands m Boston 
Habbor ; and if there are natural beauties, romantic ele- 
vations, or silent and wild retreats in the vicinity of Bos- 
ton, thej are in the harbor. These islands are gradually 
wearing away ; and where large herds of cattle once fed, 
the ocean now rolls its angry billows, and lashes with an 
overwhelming surge the last remains of earth. 

We can see the Lower Lights or, farther off, the smoke 
rising from Hvlh Nearer by, George* s Islandy with com- 
manding I'ort Warren upon it, ready to annihilate any 
intruder ; (this island is the key to the harbor, command- 
ing the open sea, and rising in some places nearly fifty 
feet above high water mark ;) and the rocks of Mac's Mate 
may be seen, where tradition says a captain was murdered 
by his mate, and buried. The Lighthouse and the splen- 
did hotel, large and accommodating, in the form of a 
Greek cross, and with Colonel Mitchell as one of its pro- 
prietors, (whose benevolent and gentlemanly countenance 
smiles a welcome to all,) show plainly on Long Island. 
In the rear is Rainsford Island and the Quarantine 
Ground. Not far off are Spectacle and Thompson's 
Islands. On the latter is situated the Farm School. 
The objects of the institution are, to rescue from the ills 
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and the temptations of poverty and neglect those who 
have been left without a parent's care ; to reclaim firom 
moral exposure those who are treading the paths of dan- 
ger; and to offer to those whose only training would 
otherwise have been in the walks of vice, if not of crime, 
the greatest blessing which New England can bestow upon 
her most favored sons. The occupations and employments 
of the boys vary with the season. In spring, summer, 
and autumn, the larger boys work upon the garden and 
farm. The younger boys have small gardens of their own, 
which afford them recreation when released from schooL 
In the winter season most of them attend school, where 
they are instructed in the learning usually taught in our 
common schools, and some of them are employed in 

• 

making and mending clothes and shoes for the institution. 
The winter evenings are occupied with the study of geog- 
raphy and the use of globes, botany and practical agri- 
culture, lecturing on different subjects, singing, and reading. 
Every boy in the institution is required to be present 
during the evening exercises, if he is able. At the age 
of twenty-one each boy. is entitled to a suit of clothes, and 
if apprenticed to a ikrmer, to one hundred dollars in money 
in addition. The boys are aU comfortably clad with wool- 
len clothes, shoes, stockings, and caps, and appear to be 
as happy in their present situation as boys generally are 
under the paternal roof. They are well supplied with 
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hooliBy and required to keep them in order, their library 
containing about four hundred volumes of well-selected 
books. Opportunities are occasionally offered to the 
friends of boys at the institution of visiting them on the 
island in the summer months. 

On the long promontory in the rear is Squantumy the 
very name of which is sufficient to conjure up ideas of 
chowders, fishing parties, &c. 

We shoot past Deer Island^ on which stands the Alms- 
house. The form of this structure is that of a " Latin 
cross," having its four wings radiating at right angles from 
a " central building." The central building is four stories 
high ; the lower story (on a uniform level with the cellars 
or work rooms of the north, east, and west wings) contains 
the bathing rooms, cleansing rooms, furnace, and fiiel 
rooms; the two next stories contain the general guard 
room, to be used also as a work room ; the next story is 
the chapel; and the upper story is the hospital. The 
south wing is four stories high ; the lower one contains the 
family kitchens and entry of the superintendent's family ; 
the second is appropriated for the family parlors of the 
superintendent^ and a room for the use of the directors, 
together with the entrances and staircases, and the opening 
or carriage way for receiving the paupers. The staircases 
conununicating with the guard room, and with the deans- 
ing rooms in the lower story of the central buildin^^ axe 

17 
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also located in this story. The two remaining stories 
are used for the family sleeping rooms, superintendent's 
office, officers' rooms, and bathing rooms, together with the 
entries, passages, closets, and staircases. Each of the 
north, east, and west wings is three stories high, with base- 
ments and attics over the whole sur&ce of each wing. 
The basements are for work rooms. The remaining 
stories, including the attics, contain the wards, hospitals, 
and day rooms for the inmates, together with the sleeping 
and inspection rooms for the nurses and attendants. 
There is a chapel, with a gallery, occupying seventy-five 
by seventy-five feet, on the third floor of the central build- 
ing, equal in height to two stories. The floor of the 
chapel is on a level with the attic floors of the wings. It 
is well lighted, in a central position, of convenient access 
from all parts of the establishment, and is commodious 
enough for those who are able to attend religious wor- 
ship, out of even a larger population than twelve hundred. 

The paupers, as they arrive, are received at a central 
point, under the eye of the superintendent, in his office, as 
they approach ; thoroughly cleaned, if necessary, in the 
basement central apartments for cleansing; and distrib- 
uted, when prepared for distribution, to those parts of the 
building assigned to the classes to which they belong. 

As the channel narrows, we pass between GasUe and 
Winthrop Islands. On the former stands Fobt Inde- 
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PENDENCE. The following is the quaint description of 
the Castle as it was first built : ^^ The Castle is built on the 
North-East of the Island, upon a rising hill, very advan- 
tageous to make many shots at such shif^ as shall offer to 
enter the Harbor, without their good leave and liking ; 
the Commander of it is one Captain Davenport, a man 
approved for his faithfulness, courage, and skill, the Mas- 

• 

ter Canoneer is an active Ingineer; also this Castle hath 
cost about four thousand pounds, yet are not this poor pil- 
grim people weary of maintaining it in good repair ; it is 
of very good use to awe any insolent persons, that putting 
confidence in their ships and sails, shall ofier any injury to 
the people, or contemn their Government ; and they have 
certain signals of alarums, which suddenly spread through 
the whole country." By these alarums is meant the can- 
non and beacon light upon the great natural pinnacle of 
Beacon Hill. 

It was afterwards rebuilt with pine trees and earth. In 
a short time this also became useless, and a small castle 
was built, with brick walls, and had three rooms in it; a 
dwelling room, a lodging room over it, and a gun room 
over that The erection of this castle gave rise to the 
present name of the island. At one time there was like- 
wise a strong building erected on the island for the recep- 
tion of convicts whose crimes deserved the gallows, but 
by the lenity of the government had their ^uni&bmk^iB^ 
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changed. Here abode the celebrated Stepben Bnrroi^^ 
This island belongs to the United States, hy which Fort 
Independence has been erected on the castle ruins. 




tW^.^ 



On the west side of the wall a tombstone stands, beneath 
which sleeps the good old Edward Parsley, whose siurit, 
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we trust, has spent nearly a century in heaven. There is 
likewise an ancient slab, small, of red sandstone, bearing 
the name of Nathaniel Ely, but no date, and, stranger to 
relate, no epitaph! But turning the western flank of a 
battery that fronts on the channel towards the city, we be- 
hold a different monument, each of whose four faces bears 
an inscription. Here, the name — an officer of U. S. 
Light Artillery ; there, that the stone is erected by the 
officers of his regiment; on the third side, that he fell 
near the spot ; and on the fourth, the distich from CoUins's 
beautiful ode : — 

** Here Honor comes, a pilgrim gray, 
To deck the turf that wraps his clay." 

Here we may observe the wonderful beauty of the har- 
bor, with its cities on land, and its steeple-pointed ship- 
ping, in the midst of which sit so lovely the flocks of 
graceful and motionless islands. 

Govemoi's Island lies about one mile north of Castle 
Island, and was first called Conant's Island. It was de- 
mised to Governor Winthrop in 1632, and for many years 
after was called the Gk)vemor's Garden. Here the United 
States government is building a fortress called Fort WtU' 
throp. Its situation is very commanding, and in some 
respects superior to Castle Island. 

It is a pleasing occupation, as we glide along, to watch 
17* 
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the outwaid-bound vessels, their canvas first becon^ng 
dim as they tend towards the distant horison, and jnall; 
blotted out io tlie mist; obscority of the sea distance. 
The ima^nation loves to follov them in their flight, and 
picture their adventures on that vast watery expanse 
whose daily bistorjr is full of marvel, and whose dsxk 
depths shroud mysteries never to be unfolded to mortal 
ken. 

Few victors, after landing at Liverpool Wbar^ (once^ 
onder the title of " Griffin's "Whar^" so celebrated for the 
waste of EngliA tea that occurred there,) do not cherish 
the most pleasing reminiscences of Ihetr visit to Xahant 
and sail up Boston Harbor. 




CHAPTER XXI. 

BLACKSTONE SQUABE. — FRANKLIN SQUASE. WILLmiS 

MABKET. FOREST HILLS CEMETERT. 

Forest Hills Cemetery is situated between Norfolk 
and Bristol Turnpike, Walk Hill, Canterbury, and Sear- 
borough Streets, in Roxhury. It may be reached from 
the Providence Depot, or by omnibus ; but it will be found 
more pleasing to go by omnibus, and return in the cars. 
As the omnibus rol^s along, we can catch a hasty view 
of Williams Market, of the high stone walls of the Ckme- 
,tery, and of Blackstone and Franklin Squares. 

The former (Blackstone Square) on the west side of 
Washington Street, beyond No. 773, containing one hun- 
dred and five thousand feet of land, and now laid out 
with young trees, is an ornament to tins portion of 
the city. The fence is constructed of iron, and has a 
length of thirteen hundred feet, the cost of which was five, 
thousand dollars. Of this sum, two thousand dollars were 
contributed by the property holders or residents around 

the square. 

(199) 
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.fVoiiEfM Sftum ia opposite Blackstone Sqnaie, and 
contains the suae qnanti^ ai groimd, and is improred in 
tbe Game st^le as the fbnner. A Cochitnate fonntain is 
pTDTided in the centre cf each aqnare, at a cost of seven 




- hundred and fiilj dollars each, exclnsiTe of the pipe and 



A hasty glance is all we catch of fine dwellings and 
beautiful gardens, as we pass rapidly through Boxbuiy. 
But at length we arrive at the Cemetery, the description 
of which (by permission of Mr. Crafts) we are allowed to 
borrow from " The Guide to Forest Hills," of which he is 
Hie aathor. 
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The approaches to Forest Hills from all sides are 
through pleasant and quiet roads, hj well-cultivated lands, 
delightful rural residences, or by the wilder beauties of 
unadorned nature. In the season of verdure and flowers, 
few more agreeable drives can be found in the vicinity of 
Boston than through the streets and avenues that lead to 
the cemetery. There are beautifid views, in every direc- 
tion from the elevated grounds, and in the valleys or the 
woods many a nook may be observed where cottages niay 
nestle, while all around are springing up elegant villas, 
and pleasant grounds mark the progress of taste and 
refinement But &om no direction is the cemetery notice- 
able at any distance, except perhaps on the south-eastern 
side. It is shut out from the world, a calm retreat, though 
near the rapid tide of life. 

The main entrance to the cemetery is reached from the 
highway, Scarborough Street, by a broad avenue, which 
curves up a gentle ascent, till it reaches the gateway. As 
it approaches the gateway, this avenue is divided by a 
group of trees, but unites ugain directly in front of the 
entrance. The gateway at this entrance is of somewhat 
imposing dimensions, the whole structure having a frt>nt 
of one hundred and sixty feet The carriage way is 
through an Egyptian portico, copied from an ancient por- 
tico at Garsery, on the Upper Nile. On each side, a lit- 
tle removed, are smaller gates for pedestrians, and near 
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these are small lodges corresponding with the gateway in 
style. 

Upon the outer architrave of the gateway are inscribed, 
in golden letters, the words, — 

« THOUGH I WALK THBOUOH THE YALLET OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH 

I WILL FEAB NO EYIL." 

On the interior architrave, in the same kind of letters, are 
the words, — 

"I AM THE BESX7BBECTI0N AND THE LIFE." 
Consecrated June 28, 1848. 

The gateway and lodges are built of wood, painted and 
sanded in imitation of Jersey sandstone. 

There are other entrances on the southern and eastern 
sides of the cemetery. On the southern side the cemetery 
grounds do not extend to any public street, but an avenue 
thirty-three feet wide is laid out fi:t>m Walk Hill Street to 
the boundary of the cemetery, where there is an entrance 
through a gate supported by Egyptian piers. This avenue 
is shaded on each side by thickly-growing evergreens, and 
from it the visitor enters at once upon one of the most 
beautiful parts of the cemetery. 

From the main entrance three avenues diverge towards 
different parts of the cemetery, that on the right, however, 
being designed to open into lands which have not yet been 
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added to the groondB. Chestmit AT^me, irtiich leads to 
tlie left, passes over a gentle eleratioii, and thence Uuou^ 
the vale of Lalce Dell towards ConsecradcMi HilL On the 
right band of this avenae, before reaching Lake Del^ 




rises a rocky eminence, called SnowJIaie Ctif, from a 
beautiful wild plant which grows at its base. Fnnn the 
Btimmit of this rock there is a beautiibi view of the village 
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of Jamaica Plain, and of the wooded Ifills of Brookline 
and the countrj beyond. 

Lake Dell is a natural pool, thicklj overshadowed by 
trees which grow from its banks. On either side an ave- 
nue is laid out, and from these the wooded hills rise, en- 
closing a most quiet and beautiful dell, suggesting the 
name of the pond. 

From the eastern end of Lake Dell, Magnolia Avenue 
leads to the summit of Consecration Hill, which rises in 
an angle of the cemetery, and touches its nortbem and 
eastern boundaries. As its name indicates, the consecra- 
tion services were performed here, at the foot of its south- 
em slope, while the audience which was gathered there on 
that day were ranged upon the hill side. G>nsecration 
Hill is one of the bluest of the Forest Hills, and from 
its summit is a beautiful prospect Through the vistas of 
the trees there are charming views of the Blue Hills and 
the intervening valley, and in other directions of hills and 
plains, of farm houses, villas, and oDttageSy with here and 
there a church spire rising above the distant woods. 

Following Rock Maple Avenue, the visitor is led from 
the eastern end of Lake Dell around the base of Mount 
Warren, which rises on the right, for the most part regu- 
larly but steeply, with here and there large boulders pro- 
truding above the surface. The side of Mount Warden is 
clothed with a thick growth of wood, a&d tha& vr^^scfii^s^^'a^ 
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the tdbemoaa. especial^, lies is deep shadow ander iht 
foliage, during aroond the foot of the hill, it ie a pleas- 
ant approach to boom of tita mare attradiTe ^tota in the 




•I 
ceTOBteryf and leada directly to the pleaawtt deQ at the foot 
of Mount Dearborn and Fouatain HilL In this dell there 
u a Utile nook, wjiich seems almost a grotlo qnder tbo 
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overhanging foliage of trees and shrubs that grow on the 
precipitous sides of Fountain Hill. The deep shadows 
seem to spread a refreshing coohiess around, and uivite 
one to rest on the garden seats, which are disposed on one 
side, while on the other is a rustic fountain — a natural 
spring, over which is erected a covering of rough stones. 
The stones are clothed with lichens, and in the interstices 
are planted moss, brakes, and other wild plants, the whole 
forming a pretty rustic monument. On the upper stone is 
fixed a bronze plate bearing the following words : — 

" WHOSOEVBB BBXNKBTR 07 THIS WATER WUJi TUIBST A.OAIK : BUT 

THE WATBB THAT X SHALL OITB WILL BH IN HIM A WELL OF 

WATER 8FBINOIMO UP INTO SVBBLA8TIK0 -LIFE." 

From this vicinity two avenues lead up, through natural 
depresMons, to the higher plain of the cemetery, one on 
each side of Mount Dearborn. The eastern side of this 
hill is veiy rough and precipitous, huge boulders being 
piled one above another, in fimtastic shapes, clothed with 
shrubbery which grows in the fissures of the stones, and 
shaded by trees which have found root beneath them. 

From the Fountain Dell a steep path leads up the 
southern side of Mount Dearborn, and then up its more 
gentle western slope to the top. As seen from the plain 
on the west of the hill, it appears to be only a slight ele- 
vation, but it rises to a considerable \i<ev^^ ^ibi^^i^ ^^^Nsssr 
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land on the opposite nde. On the sununit is the laonn- 
ment er«<d«d by his fiiends and &llow-«ilizens as a trUtute 
to tlie memorjr o£ Gteneral D«arbom. The pnwpect from 




this hill IB not very extensive, but glimpses ma; be had of 
some of the most finished and beaudful portions <^ the 
cemetery. 
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From the dell which divides Mount Deapbom from 
Momit Warrea an avenue leads, by a somewhat steep 
ascent, to the top of the latter, whidb is, in fact, rather 
table land than a hilL The prospect from Mount Warren 
is more limited than that from some of the other hills, 
owing to the growth of the trees which skirt its sides. 
But here and there, through the trees, a distant picture 
of rural scenery may be seen, or a nearer one of some 
beautiful spot in the cemetery, with the marble monuments, 
gleaming among the foliage and flowers. 

The burial lot of the Warren family is on the summit 
of Mount Warren. The ashes of Greneral Warren, with 
others of the fiimily, have recently been taken from their 
original restmg place, deposited m urns, and reinterred in 
this lot ; so that these grounds are in &ct the shrine which 
contains his sacred remains. 

The Eliot Hills, which take their name frt>m the apostle 
Eliot, are four eminences in the south*westem part of the 
cemetery ; or, more correctly, there is but one hill, having 
several small ridges or undulations near its summit The 
summit of this hill is of solid rock. Here it is proposed 
to erect a monument to commemorate the virtues and 
labors of the devoted Eliot, who for nearly sixty years 
was the pastor of the First Church in Roxbury,'who, 
with so much of self-sacrifice and untiring energy, sought 
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to civilbe and Christianize tlie sayiEigey and who so tralj 
earned the noble title of ^Apostle to the Indians.'' 

On the south of Mount Dearborn is another eleyation 
of about the same height, which is called Fountain Hill, 
fixim the spring at its base, before alluded to. On the 
side of the Fountain DeU this hill is very predipitoua, and 
thickly coirered with trees and underwood. The eastern 
and south-eastern slopes are quite steep, but much • less 
nigged and precipitous. Down its sides paUis lead to= 
Fountain Dell and towards Lake Hibiscus^ which can be 
seen gleaming through the foliage. Towards the south a 
path of more gentle descent, overlooking the lake, leads 
down to the grounds in the vicinity of the Field of Mach- 
pelah. For a portion of the distance, the outer side of 
this path is supported by a rough wall, through whi<^ 
arbor vitas and other trees have been made to grow, the 
roots being planted below the walL These trees, when 
they shall attain a larger growth, will add much to the 
picturesque beauty of this hill side. 

Into this pcntion of the cemetery the southern entrance 
opens, and in the vicinity of the gateway the pine grove 
detains more of its original solemn beauty. Down the 
avenue which leads from this gateway to Walk Hill Street, 
with its thick evergreens, is a view through the long vista 
which is sure to attract the eye. 

Cjrpreaa Hiil, which is the first elevation on the open 
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portion of the cemeteiy, immediately overlooks the quiet 
plain of " Canterbury," and a portion of the neighboring 
cemetery of Mount Hope. On the opposite side there 
are views of different portions of the cemetery grounds. 
There are but few trees on this hill, except those recendy 
planted ; but there is a quiet charm about the spot, even 
in its openness and want of shade, so fisivorable for the 
distant prospect, that makes it one of the attractive local- 
ities of the cemetery. £ast of Cypress Hill extend the 
open grounds, presenting an undulating surface — gentle 
swells of land, which gradually descend to the fertile 
plain near the eastern boundary. 

Lake Hibiscus, already an attractive feature, promises 
to be one of the chief beauties of Forest Hills. It lies a 
short distance east of Fountain Hill, and is approached by 
avenues from different parts of the cemetery. In it two 
islands have been formed, one of which contains a copious 
and never-failing spring of crystal water, which gushes up 
through the pebbly bottom of a little basin. About the 
island birches are planted, and willows are trained across 
the rustic bridge by which it is reached. This island is a 
favorite resort for visitors, who gather here to watch the 
graceful swans and the snowy ducks, as they sail about 
their domain. The beautiful swans, especially, are always 
objects of interest, and are quite ready to meet their vis- 
itors, and receive food from theit hands, FronK^ ^SaKcck. ^^bs^ 
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otfier iiland, wlu<^ is largw than lliat oontaining the spring 
takes its name, and to their nse it is to be appropriated. 

Ilie nnmeToiu booldera which are acaUered over BOme 
parts of the cemeterjr have not 011I7 added to the picto- 
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resque character of its scenery, but hare afiTorded an op- 
portunity for mstic ornament in laying out the grounds 
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Some of the most striking aod picturesque rocks have 
been suffered to remain in their natural state, the labor 
of art going only so far as more clearly to develop their 
beauty, and to adorn the grounds around. One of the 
most picturesque groups of these rocks is on the lot of 
General William H. Sumner, called Sumner UtU, on the 
western slope of Mount Warren. They have not suffered 
by the hand of art, and die lot is one of the most beauti- 
ful and appropriate in the whole cemetery. 

The number of. monuments at Forest Hills, compared 
with the number of lots which have been taken, is smalL 
In this respect it presents a contrast with Mount Auburn, 
when that cemetery wa^ in the early period of its e^tistr 
ence. There, monum^oits were erected on a large propo9> 
tion of the lots first taken ;^ in many cases before the lots 
were enclosed, and before interments had been made in 
them. At Forest Hills, from the firsty»the erection of 
monuments seems to have been the exception rather than 
the rule. A large number of the lots are enclosed, and 
the name of the proprietor is borne upon the gate, with- 
out any monumental structure or stone. Even where 
interments have been made, the grave is in many cases 
adorned with fiowers, or is marked by a simple slab or 
scroll, but has no more ostentatious stone to bear the in- 
scriptions which sorrow sometimes places over the beloved 
and the good. It is a simpler custom, perhaps less attrac- 
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five to the ej^ of some obfierver8,*biit quite as impressive 
to the heart of him 



•* ^— who wanders through these aolitndet 
In mood oontemi^ative.' 
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Such is a brief outline of some of the scenery and 
beauties of Forest Hills, designed to lead the reader to 
those places where the beauties may be seen, rather than 
to describe them. The eye of taste will find much to ob« 
serve that has not here been mentioned, and in nearly all 
parts of the cemetery objects and views which will attract 
and delight. Time, too, must create much that will add 
• to the attractions of the place. But, even now,, it needs 
only a visit to see and to feel that Forest Hills, in their 
natural and artificial beauty and fitness, are not surpassed 
by any other rural or garden cemetery. 
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